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Understand rubric basics

Recognize the power in building instructional rubrics with students.
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Utilize non-writing rubrics

Use the rubrics for self and peer-assessment.

All books stacked  
separately from all the 
folders. 

All spines facing up & 
easy to read.

All papers are in  
folders.

No trash. 

No toys/nothing 
extra in desk.

Pencils, highlighters, 
& scissors are  
organized on the top 
shelf. 

Books and folders are 
stacked neatly, although 
they are not separated.

Spines may not be  
readable.

Most papers are in 
folders.

Little bit of trash. 

May have a toy/extra 
something in desk.

Pencils, highlighters, & 
scissors are on the top 
shelf, although maybe 
not organized. 

Books and folders are 
not separated.

Spines are not readable.

Few/No papers are in 
folders.

Lots of trash.

Has toys/extra things 
in desk.

Pencils, highlighters, & 
scissors are not  
organized and may not 
be on the top shelf.

1 • TIME TO CLEAN 3 • PRETTY CLEAN 5 • CLEAN2 4

1 in-season coat of 
yours is on the hook.

All bags are on hooks.

1-2 of your coats are 
on the hook.

Most bags are on 
hooks.

Several coats (may not 
all be yours) may or may 
not be on the hook.

Few/No bags on hooks.

All books stacked 
neatly on top OR 
bottom shelf.

All spines facing 
out & easy to read.

Books mostly stacked 
neatly on top AND 
bottom shelves.

Most spines facing  
out & easy to read.

Books askew on top 
AND bottom shelves. 

Most spines are not 
visible.

No trash.

No loose papers.

A little trash.

A few loose papers.

Lots of trash.

Many loose papers.

Easy to open  
AND close. 

Easy to open, but not 
to close. OR, hard to 
open, but easy to 
close.

Hard to open AND close.

1 • TIME TO CLEAN 3 • PRETTY CLEAN 5 • CLEAN2 4
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Word ChoiceIdeas

Sentence FluencyOrganization

ConventionsVoice

Build an analytic writing rubric

Follow the same process and build an initial writing rubric based on the six traits.

STEP 1:
Starting with the highest level (Great Writing  
or Level 5), generate a list of criteria.
• Discuss how the trait of ideas done well looks  

in strong writing. Jot the students’ description  
onto the chart paper sorted by trait. 

• Then brainstorm what makes the trait of  
organization strong. 

• Continue through the traits of voice, word  
choice, sentence fluency, and conventions. 
(Switch colors for each trait criterion.) 

STEP 2:
Reiterate that rubrics have levels. Using a second 
piece of chart paper to the left, label it OK Writing 
or Level 3. Using the same skills referenced in the 
Level 5, have students note what makes it different. 

STEP 3:
Repeat the process using a third piece of chart 
paper labeled as Just-Started Writing or Level 1.

1 • JUST-STARTED WRITING 3 • OK WRITING 5 • GREAT WRITING2 4



©2015 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc., webPD.SmekensEducation.com 5

• Lots of interesting details.

• Writer sounds like an expert 
on the topic.

• Order of ideas/informa-
tion makes sense. Easy to 
follow.

• Includes I, B, C— all 3.

• The reader was interested/
engaged throughout the 
whole writing.

• No mistakes.

• Lots of WOW words  
(purple words).

• Easy to read the sentences 
the first time through.

1 • JUST-STARTED WRITING 3 • OK WRITING 5 • GREAT WRITING2 4

• Some interesting details;  
needs more.

• Writer seems to know some 
things about the topic.

• Order of ideas/information 
mostly makes sense. Mostly  
easy to follow.

• Includes I, B,— but no C.

• The reader was interested/ 
engaged in some parts; some 
parts a little boring.

• A few mistakes.

• Some WOW words (purple  
words); some R.I.P. words.

• Easy to read most sentences, 
although some parts the reader 
had to reread to figure out.

• Few details; needs a lot 
more.

• Writer doesn’t seem to know 
much about the topic.

• Ideas/information is out of 
order. Hard to follow. 

• Includes B only— no I or C.

• The reader wasn’t engaged; 
many parts boring.

• Lots of mistakes.

• Lots of R.I.P. words.

• The reader had to reread to 
figure out many sentences.

SAMPLE: Initial Writing Rubric
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Update the rubric regularly

When you teach more, expect more.

Convert rubric scores to grades.
• Lots of interesting details.

• Writer sounds like an 
expert on the topic.

1 • JUST-STARTED WRITING 3 • OK WRITING 5 • GREAT WRITING2 4

• Some interesting details; needs 
more.

• Writer seems to know some 
things about the topic.

• Few details; needs a lot more.

• Writer doesn’t seem to know 
much about the topic.

• Order of ideas/informa-
tion makes sense. Easy to 
follow.

• Includes I, B, C— all 3.

• Order of ideas/information 
mostly makes sense. Mostly easy 
to follow.

• Includes I, B,— but no C.

• Ideas/information is out of 
order. Hard to follow.

• Includes B only—  
no I or C.

• The reader was interested/
engaged throughout the 
whole writing.

• No mistakes.

• Lots of WOW words 
(purple words).

• Easy to read the sentences 
the first time through.

• The reader was interested/
engaged in some parts; some 
parts a little boring.

• A few mistakes.

• Some WOW words (purple  
words); some R.I.P. words.

• Easy to read most sentences, 
although some parts the reader 
had to reread to figure out.

• The reader wasn’t engaged; 
many parts boring.

• Lots of mistakes.

• Lots of R.I.P. words.

• The reader had to reread to 
figure out many sentences.

• Topic is small, narrow, and 
manageable.

• All points are developed. 

• Topic is a little too broad. 

• Some points are developed. 
Some points sound listy. 

• Topic is very broad.

• All points are listy. 

• Uses smooth transition 
phrases. First of all.... A 
second reason... However, the 
down side.... In summary...

• Uses transitions, although 
they may be predictable words. 
First.... Then.... Next.... Last...

• Uses weak and/or  
repetitive transitions. And.... And 
then.... Then.... Another thing...

• All sentences begin  
with  capital. 

• All sentences end  
with punctuation. 

• All paragraphs are  
indented appropriately. 

• Most sentences begin with  
capital. 

• Most sentences end with  
punctuation. 

• Most paragraphs are indented 
appropriately. 

• Few/No sentences begin  
with capital. 

• Few/No sentences end with 
punctuation. 

• Few/No paragraphs are  
indented appropriately. 



Discussion: Turn & Talk
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Discussion: Turn & Talk

Discuss your understanding of a data-collection rubric  
versus an instructional rubric.

Discuss the role your students typically play in creating the 
writing rubrics you use in your everyday classroom. 

Discuss the necessity of introducing the trait language before  
building a 6-Traits writing rubric.

Do you think your students know enough about the facets of a rubric 
to skip the building of a desk or locker rubric? 

Consider other non-writing rubrics you might create with students.

Describe the format of the writing rubric you utilize. 
How many levels does it include? 

Do you like the idea of 5-point rubric with only three levels described? 

Are you designing rubrics with the highest level on the far right or the 
top of the ladder?

Building Kid-Friendly Writing Rubrics: Grades 2-12

BUILD SUCCESSFUL  
READERS & WRITERS
Learn more simple and effective strategies for teaching reading 
and writing when you visit www.SmekensEducation.com. 

To find additional resources related to this session, search the 
Smekens Education website using these keywords:

USE THE RIGHT TOOLS
Our online bookstore, www.TheLiteracyStore.com, 
features hundreds of titles from all the major 
publishers. And, it’s the only place where you can 
purchase Smekens Education original resources. 

• anchor paper websites
• introducing the traits

• trait icon cutouts
• rubric template in Word
• rubric calculator


