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Section 8: Teaching Ideas
Mini-Lesson #1 — Narrow down writing topics

Find the Smallest Topic

School • recess
• P.E.
• lunch
• my teacher
• my classmates

Recess

• playing on the monkey bars
• playing tag
• playing with friends
• playing kickball

Kickball

Game
against the 
other class

• deciding on positions
• plays made each inning

Teacher
homerun

• the setting (e.g., the score, the inning, the  
   runners on base, the number of outs)
• the pitch and kick in slow motion
• the team celebrating

• knowing the rules
• picking teams
• playing kickball against other classes
• winning, losing, cheating

• the homerun by the teacher


