
© 2021 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.   •   www.SmekensEducation.com
 

Deserts make up a fifth of the Earth’s land surface. 

Light brown and bright gold sand moves with the 

winds, forming graceful patterns.  Cacti wait ready 

to bloom at the first sign of rain. Snakes and lizards 

bask in the sun or find shade under rocks when it’s 

hot. The sun warms the desert during the day, but 

the nights are cool. With little or no water, desert 

animals find moisture hiding in the plants. 
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Deserts cover almost a fifth of the Earth’s land surface. 

Tons of brown sand goes for miles. Thorny cacti dot 

the landscape. Poisonous snakes and horned lizards 

hide throughout the day in what little shade they can 

find. During the day, the sun bakes the land. At night, 

extreme cold sucks the heat away.  

With little or no water, chances of survival are 

minimal.
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