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Describe a typical American student’s life. List the important points and then write a first draft. 

There are many classes and subjects 
a student has to take. These include 
the core academic classes of math, 
science, language arts, and social 
studies. In addition, a student usually 
has some elective or “special area” 
classes. Depending on the student’s 
grade level, these may include art, 
music, P.E., industrial tech, weight 
lifting, or many other possibilities. 

Explain the facets of a student’s life.

classes

friends

homework

social life

grades

sports/clubs

A Basic 
Paragraph
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Add
prepositional 

phrases.

There are many classes and subjects 
a student has to take. These include 
the core academic classes of math, 
science, language arts, and social 
studies. In addition, a student usually 
has some elective or “special area” 
classes. Depending on the student’s 
grade level, these may include art, 
music, P.E., industrial tech, weight 
lifting, or many other possibilities. 

These subjects 
are taught 
separately or 
in different 
periods 
throughout the 
school day.

Often these subjects are conducted in a 
space that doesn’t look like the typical 
classroom.

Add 
“when” 
details. …in school before 

he can graduate.

IDEA DEVELOPMENT | Teach specific types of details

Add “where” 
details.
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There are many classes and subjects 
a student has to take in school before 
he can graduate. These include 
the core academic classes of math, 
science, language arts, and social 
studies. These subjects are taught 
separately or in different periods 
throughout the school day.  In addition, 
a student usually has some elective 
or “special area” classes. Depending 
on the student’s grade level, these 
may include art, music, P.E., industrial 
tech, weight lifting, or many other 
possibilities. Often these subjects are 
conducted in a space that doesn’t look 
like the typical classroom.

The sights, 
sounds, 
and smells 
may also be 
unique to 
the class— 
students 
running in the 
gym, metal 
clanking in 
the weight 
room, and 
wax melting 
in the art 
room. 

… considered 
more fun than 
the academic 
ones because 
they are…

IDEA DEVELOPMENT | Teach specific types of details

Add
comparison

details.

Add
sensory
details.
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There are many classes and subjects a student 
has to take in school before he can graduate. 
These include the core academic classes of 
math, science, language arts, and social studies. 
These subjects are taught separately or in 
different periods throughout the school day. In 
addition, a student usually has some elective 
or “special area” classes. Depending on the 
student’s grade level, these may include art, 
music, P.E., industrial tech, weight lifting, or 
many other possibilities. Often these subjects 
are considered more fun than the academic 
ones because they are conducted in a space 
that doesn’t look like the typical classroom. The 
sights, sounds, and smells may also be unique 
to the class— students running in the gym, metal 
clanking in the weight room, and wax melting in 
the art room. 

…12 years of…

IDEA DEVELOPMENT | Teach specific types of details

Explain the 
importance.

Add 
number 
details.

These are 
important 
because they 
help to identify 
and develop a 
student’s interests 
and abilities. 
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There are many classes and subjects a student has 
to take during 12 years of school before he can 
graduate. These include the core academic classes 
of math, science, language arts, and social studies. 
These subjects are taught separately or in different 
periods throughout the school day. In addition, a 
student usually has some elective or “special area” 
classes. These are important because they help to 
identify and develop a student’s interests and abilities. 
Depending on the student’s grade level, these may 
include art, music, P.E., industrial tech, weight lifting, 
or many other possibilities. Often these subjects are 
considered more fun than the academic ones because 
they are conducted in a space that doesn’t look like 
the typical classroom. The sights, sounds, and smells 
may also be unique to the class— students running in 
the gym, metal clanking in the weight room, and wax 
melting in the art room. 

…enroll in and pass…

…and broaden…

…and exercising…

IDEA DEVELOPMENT | Teach specific types of details

…clinking and…

Add 
action 
verbs.
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There are many classes and subjects a student has 
to enroll in and pass during 12 years of school before 
he can graduate. These include the core academic 
classes of math, science, language arts, and social 
studies. These subjects are taught separately or 
in different periods throughout the school day.  In 
addition, a student usually has some elective or 
“special area” classes. These are important because 
they help to identify, develop, and broaden a 
student’s interests and abilities. Depending on the 
student’s grade level, these may include art, music, 
P.E., industrial tech, weight lifting, or many other 
possibilities. Often these subjects are considered 
more fun than the academic ones because they 
are conducted in a space that doesn’t look like the 
typical classroom. The sights, sounds, and smells may 
also be unique to the class— students running and 
exercising in the gym, metal clinking and clanking in 
the weight room, and wax melting in the art room. 

… or foundation-building…

(A “period” is 
approximately one 
hour and typically 
starts and stops with 
the ringing of a bell.)

IDEA DEVELOPMENT | Teach specific types of details

Add 
definition

details.
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There are many classes and subjects a student has to enroll in 
and pass during 12 years of school before he can graduate. These 
include the core or foundation-building academic classes of math, 
science, language arts, and social studies. These subjects are 
taught separately or in different periods throughout the school 
day.  (A “period” is approximately one hour and typically starts 
and stops with the ringing of a bell.) In addition, a student usually 
has some elective or “special area” classes. These are important 
because they help to identify, develop, and broaden a student’s 
interests and abilities. Depending on the student’s grade level, 
these may include art, music, P.E., industrial tech, weight lifting, 
or many other possibilities. Often these subjects are considered 
more fun than the academic ones because they are conducted in 
a space that doesn’t look like the typical classroom. The sights, 
sounds, and smells may also be unique to the class— students 
running and exercising in the gym, metal clinking and clanking in 
the weight room, and wax melting in the art room. 

Describe a typical American student’s life. List the important points and then write a first draft. 

classes

friends

homework

social life

grades

sports/clubs

This IS the goal!
Generate a MEATY paragraph 

about EACH big idea.

¶ Friends
¶ Homework
¶ Social life
¶ Grades
¶ Sports/Clubs

IDEA DEVELOPMENT | Teach specific types of details


