
1st Grade  

 English/Language Arts 

Academic Vocabulary Words  

Word  Meaning/Definition Visual  

apostrophe A punctuation mark typically 
used to show possession or 
contractions 

 

author’s purpose Reason for the book/story; 
persuade, inform, entertain 

 

beginning consonant first sound in a word that is 
not a vowel 

 



chapter A main division of a book 

 

complete sentence Having all of the necessary 
parts - capital letter, 

punctuation, make sense 

The cat 
climbed up the 

tree. 

consonant blend Two to three consonants 
smoothly joined together 

 

ending consonant The last sound in a word that 
is not a vowel 

Cat  

final -e The e at the end of the word 
makes the vowel say its name 

cake 

future tense An action or state in time yet 
to come 

 

main character person, animal, or figure in a 
literary work 

 

middle vowel sound The short vowel sound in 
between two consonants 

cat 

moral Lesson from the story  



past tense A  form of a verb that shows 
something that happened 
before or in the past 

 

Photograph 
 

A picture made by a camera; 
 

 

plural More than one 

 

poetry Literary work in which the 
expression of feelings and 
ideas is given intensity by 
distinctive style and rhythm 

 

present tense A form of a verb that shows 
something that is happening 
now 

 

punctuation The use of question marks, 
commas, periods, and other 
marks in writing to help make 
the meaning clear 

. ? ! ,  



singular A word that indicates only one 

 

spelling pattern Rules used to help spell 
words  

 

syllable A part of a word and it 
contains a vowel 

 

text Printed words you read 

 

topic Subject matter or theme 

 



vowel digraph Two vowels working together 
to make a sound 

 

word family A group of words that share a 
common base 

 
 


