
3rd Grade  

English/Language Arts 

Academic Vocabulary Words  

Word  Meaning/Definition Visual  

adverb Used to describe a verb and 
often ends in -ly 

The boy screamed 
loudly 

 
argument 

The reader/writer encourages 
readers to agree with his/her 
thoughts 

 

 
 
 

biography 

 
 
The true story of a notable 
person’s life written by another 
person 

 

 
 

cause/effect 

 
 
The reason why something 
happened/what happened 

 

 
character trait - mood 

Literary element that causes 
certain feelings in readers 
through words and 
descriptions  

evidence The facts or proof 

 



 
 

fable 

 
 
A short tale, often with 
animals as main characters, 
that teaches a lesson 

 

 
folktale  

 
A story passed down through 
generations, mainly by re-
telling 

 

informative/explanatory Reading or writing that shows 
how-to or tells you something  

 

narrative A story that you write or tell 
someone in great detail 

 

organization Meaningful sequence  

 

passage Portion or section of a written 
work 

 

plot A series of events that happen 
in a text 

 



point of view Perspective of the person 
telling the story 

 

predicate Part of the sentence that tells 
what the subject does 

 

proofread To read and correct written 
mistakes 

 

 
subject 

Part of the sentence that tells 
who or what the sentence is 
about 

 

summary Retelling of a story containing 
the most important parts  

 

 
tall tale 

A genre of fiction in which 
stories are told as if they were 
true, but contain exaggerated 
or unbelievable parts 

 



theme Broad idea, lesson, message, 
or moral of a story 

 

 
conjunction 

A word that joins together 
sentences, clauses, phrases, 
or words 

 

 
irregular noun 

A noun that becomes plural by 
changing its spelling in other 
ways than adding the usual “s” 
or “es” 

 

 
irregular verb 

A verb in which the past tense 
is not formed by adding the 
usual -ed ending 

 
Speak → Spoke 

 
preposition 

A word that combines with a 
noun or pronoun to form a 
phrase 

 

reference materials Various sources that provide 
background information or 
quick facts on any given topic 

Thesaurus, atlas, 
encyclopedia, 

dictionary 

 
homophone 

Words that are pronounced 
the same but have different 
spellings and meanings 

 



interrogative sentence A sentence asking a question 

 

declarative sentence A sentence to make an idea 
known; statement 

 

exclamatory sentence A sentence showing strong 
feeling 

 

imperative sentence A sentence expressing a 
command 

 
 


