
4th Grade  

 English/Language Arts 

Academic Vocabulary Words  

Word  Meaning/Definition Visuals  

alliteration Words beginning with the 
same sound  

 

quote To write the exact words of 
someone  

 

figurative language Words or expressions that are 
different from the literal 

meaning; figure of speech   

 

foreshadowing A warning or indication of a 
future event  

 



personification Giving human characteristics 
to a non-human object  

 

chronological order Arranged in the order things 
happen  

 

metaphor A figure of speech that makes 
a comparison between two 

things  

 

proverb A wise saying  

 

simile A figure of speech that 
compares one thing with 
another thing of a different 
kind using like or as   

 



helping verb A verb that works with a main 
verb to express time and 
mood  

 

interjection An exclamation as a part of 
speech  

 

linking verb A verb that links the action 
verb to the action 

 

prepositional phrase A sentence consisting of a 
preposition and its object  

 

run-on sentences Has two or more independent 
clauses that are not combined 
correctly  

 

sentence fragment A sentence fragment looks 
like a sentence, but is missing 
a subject or a verb  

 

verse A group of lines that form a 
unit in a poem or song; stanza  

 



third person A point of view addressing 
anyone other than the speaker  

 

composition A writing piece  

 

homograph Two words that are spelled 
the same that have different 
meanings  

 

legend A traditional story regarded as 
historical but not proven or 
valid  

 

myth A belief that is not proven or 
valid  

 



novel A realistic fiction story in book 
form   

 

prose Written or spoken language in 
an ordinary or plain form  

 

subject-verb agreement The noun and the form of the 
verb work together following 
grammar rules  

 

Complex sentences  A sentence containing a 
subordinate clause and an 
independent clause  

 

Hyperbole  An exaggerated statement 
that is not meant to be taken 
literally 

 



Adages  A proverb or short statement 
expressing a general truth  

 

Idioms  A phrase that has a figurative 
meaning  

 

First person  Talking about yourself, your 
opinions, or events that 
happen to us  

 

Homonym  Words that have the same 
spelling but different meaning  

 
 


