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TEXT CLUES +  + BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE = INFERENCE
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List relevant details.

Read/View the text. 

Read the question. 

Put details together.

Determine what they mean.

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

STEP 4

STEP 5

Where does this scene take place?

People crowd to enter the open door. They 

rush to find a seat. Many are left to stand 

when all the seats are taken. The vehicle 

jerks forward at a high velocity, causing the 

standers to lurch. They tighten their grips on 

the straps hanging from the ceiling. Although 

it’s daytime, the view out the windows is pitch 

black. Only lights inside the vehicle keep it 

from being totally dark.

MAKE AN INFERENCE
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Underground
Subway Train

vehicle
jerks  

forward

high
velocity standers 

lurch
grip 

straps, 
ceiling

It moves 
fast, but 
allowed 
to stand.

Fast vehicles 
include car, 
rocket ship, 
motorcycle, 

train.
Holding 

on for 
balance.

daytime

lights 
inside 

vehicle

Daytime 
means it’s 

light outside.
view =

pitch black

Blackness indicates 
underground or 
tunnel or cave.

crowd
to enter

rush to 
find a 
seat

stand

But there 
aren’t enough 

seats?

Many people 
waiting until 

time.


