
• Identify types of text details (Reading Voice) 
that indicate a character’s literal problem. Use 
the Thinking Voice to determine which of the 3 
problem types it is.

• Identify text details (Reading Voice) that indicate 
the problem’s solution. Use the Thinking Voice 
to determine which of the 3 solution types it is.

READERS RETELL/SUMMARIZE LITERATURE

© THE 
COMPREHENSION 

PLAYBOOK

Focus on the ingredients of a story’s plot— problem + solution.

GRADES K-2ROUND 1

• Introduce the 3 
types of problems 
authors can 
develop.

• Introduce the 3 
types of solutions 
authors can 
develop.

TEXT  
CONSIDERATIONS

• Return to previously-read illustrations/
excerpts. Review the literal problem and 
categorize it by type. 

Model how to identify the type of problem.
• Reveal photographs that depict obvious problems. 

Determine the literal problem and categorize it by type.

The main character

has a problem

with himself.

The main character

has a problem

with something.

The main character

has a problem

with someone.

COMMAND : 
Infer the type 
of problem 
(or solution) 
the author 
developed.

COMMAND: Describe 
the character’s 
problem and the 
solution that fixed it. 

OPTION 1: Recall 
only literal details 
from the text.

Teach/Model how to write out the thinking collected from earlier in the week.

OPTION 2: Communicate an inference with text evidence.

comprehension

SKILL PURPOSE
Game-day mastery of comprehension skills is assessed through 

writing. National tests and state standards expect readers to articulate 
their inferences in writing with textual evidence— regardless of 
their grade level. 

Therefore, whole-class comprehension instruction must go beyond 
reading and thinking. It must also include explicit instruction on 
W.A.R.— writing about reading skills.

 
READERS WRITE

ABOUT TEXTS

GRADES  K-12
FUNDAMENTALS
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WEEK-LONG FOCUS

ROUND 1 • 7 days

WRITE WITHIN EACH WEEK
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Project/Post the thinking from I-do and 
We-do examples created earlier in the 
week. Model a written response, applying 
all previously-taught W.A.R. skills. Teach 
the next W.A.R. skill in the scaffold.

Comprehension Skill

Each day, a 20-minute whole-class mini-
lesson targets the thinking necessary to 
achieve this week’s comprehension skill. 
Each day’s lesson layers a little more 
information and includes an I-do 
model (about 5 minutes) and a We-do 
experience (about 5 minutes). 
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Before the week ends, conduct 
a lesson teaching how readers 
articulate this type of thinking 
within a written response. QUESTION: What 

is the character’s 
problem and what 
was the solution that 
fixed it?

QUESTION: What 
type of problem 
(or solution) 
did the author 
develop?

State the INFERENCE—
Identify the type of 
problem or solution the 
author created.
Support with EVIDENCE— 
Provide literal story 
details that describe this 
character’s situation.

comprehension

GRADES  K-2
FUNDAMENTALS

1
3

5
4

Readers convert the last thought as a reader into the first thought as a writer.

Readers repeat key details from the question/prompt within the response.

Readers include evidence to support their thinking.

Readers 
provide 
multiple 
pieces of text 
evidence. 

2

Readers 
explain their thinking in a concluding statement. 

EXPECT A BASIC WHAT & WHY— REGARDLESS OF THE DEVELOPMENTAL STAGE

QUESTION/PROMPT: How does Grandma feel/respond to Tracy’s situation?

PICTORIALRESPONSES

Answer drawn with text evidence in the form of picture details.

ORAL
RESPONSES

Answer stated while pointing at words and visuals within the original text (evidence). 

SENTENCERESPONSES

Answer written in one or more sentences with text evidence. (May include a drawing.)LISTED
RESPONSES

Answer written in a word or phrase with text details listed. (May include a drawing.)LABELEDRESPONSES

Answer drawn with text evidence in the form of picture and letter/word labels.

 READERS WRITEABOUT TEXTS

Draw the answer. 

Add evidence in picture details. 

WHAT I think. WHAT I think.

WHAT I think.
WHY I 

think it.
WHY I 

think it.

WHY I 
think it.

WHY I 
think it.

WHY I 
think it.

WHY I 
think it.

WHAT I think.

Label the picture with text details.

WHY I 
think it. WHY I 

think it.

WHY I 
think it.

Draw the 
answer. 

Put the answer in the title. Put the answer in the title.
WHY I 

think it.

(There may be a drawing.)
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WHAT I think.

WHY
I think 

it. HOWHOW
I know.I know.

HOW
I know.

https://theliteracystore.com/products/what-is-the-problem-flag?_pos=1&_sid=5ae055bf7&_ss=r&variant=13701626396727
https://access.smekenseducation.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Problems-Solutions-Plot.-K-6.pdf
https://access.smekenseducation.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/3-Types-of-Problems-Picture-Files.pdf
https://storytellin.com/peepers-connection/
https://www.smekenseducation.com/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2020/06/S2._ML_1_Student_Resource._GR_4-6.pdf
https://access.smekenseducation.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/00.-Readers-Write-K-2-Supplement-1.pdf


READERS ASK & ANSWER QUESTIONS

Focus on the prediction process— and that it is NOT a guess.

GRADES K-2ROUND 1

COMMAND Predict 
the answer based 
on text clues. 

Teach/Model how to write out the thinking collected from earlier in the week.

Communicate an inference with text evidence.

QUESTION: What 
is your prediction? 
What text clues 
helped you?

Read, read, read the text. 
Question while you go. 
Predict what will happen next. 
Read on so you’ll know. 

TEXT  
CONSIDERATIONS

Identify texts that include an embedded 
question and the answer on the next page. 

Animals Black and White, Phyllis Limbacher Tildes
Animals in Camoflauge, Phyllis Limbacher Tildes
Guess What is Growing Inside This Egg, Mia Posada
What Was Here? Mia Posada
Whose Nose is This? Joanne Randolph
Whose Teeth Are These? Joanne Randolph

Which 
orange and 
black cat has 
huge, sharp 
teeth?

PLAYBOOK PRO TIP
Pre-write sticky notes 

for I-do and We-do 
models to emphasize 

the Think-Aloud 
process.

Introduce self-monitoring via “read on” to confirm or adjust thinking.
• No cheers (if correct). No tears (if wrong).

• Reread to identify what you missed or misinterpreted. Confirm
© SMEKENS EDUCATION SOLUTIONS

Adjust
© SMEKENS EDUCATION SOLUTIONS

• State the INFERENCE—Draw, 
label, or write your prediction. 

• Support with EVIDENCE— 
Add picture details, labels, 
or sentences that reveal text 
evidence. 

• Self-monitor and mark CONFIRM 
or ADJUST.

comprehension

GRADES  K-2
FUNDAMENTALS

1
3

5
4

Readers convert 
the last thought 
as a reader into 
the first thought 
as a writer.

Readers repeat 
key details from 
the question/
prompt within 
the response.

Readers include 
evidence to 
support their 
thinking.

Readers 
provide 
multiple 
pieces of text 
evidence. 

2

Readers 
explain their 
thinking in a 
concluding 
statement. 

EXPECT A BASIC WHAT & WHY— REGARDLESS OF THE DEVELOPMENTAL STAGE

QUESTION/PROMPT: How does Grandma feel/respond to Tracy’s situation?

PICTORIAL
RESPONSES

Answer drawn with 
text evidence in 
the form of picture 
details.

ORAL
RESPONSES

Answer stated while 
pointing at words 
and visuals within 
the original text 
(evidence). 

SENTENCE
RESPONSES

Answer written 
in one or more 
sentences with 
text evidence. (May 
include a drawing.)

LISTED
RESPONSES

Answer written in 
a word or phrase 
with text details 
listed. (May include 
a drawing.)

LABELED
RESPONSES

Answer drawn with 
text evidence in 
the form of picture 
and letter/word 
labels.

 
READERS WRITE

ABOUT TEXTS

Draw the answer. 

Add evidence in 
picture details. 

WHAT I think. WHAT I think.

WHAT I think.

WHY I 
think it.

WHY I 
think it. WHY I 

think it.

WHY I 
think it.

WHY I 
think it.

WHY I 
think it.

WHAT I think.

Label the picture 
with text details.

WHY I 
think it. WHY I 

think it.

WHY I 
think it.Draw the 

answer. 

Put the answer in the title. Put the answer in the title.

WHY I 
think it.

(There may be a drawing.)
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WHAT I think.

WHY
I think 

it.
HOWHOW

I know.I know.

HOW
I know.
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https://theliteracystore.com/products/animals-black-and-white?variant=13698825322551
https://theliteracystore.com/products/animals-in-camouflage?_pos=2&_sid=03045f4af&_ss=r&variant=13698825355319
https://access.smekenseducation.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/00.-Readers-Write-K-2-Supplement-1.pdf


READERS RETELL/SUMMARIZE INFORMATION

Introduce categories that help readers remember the details/facts learned from authors.

GRADES K-2ROUND 1

OPTION 2: Use the Thinking Voice 
to determine if the detail revealed 
a detail about who, what, where, 
when, why, or how.

WHO WHERE

WHEN WHY HOW

OPTION 1: Use the Thinking Voice 
to determine if the detail revealed 
something the topic does, is, has, or can.

PLAYBOOK PRO TIP
The text does NOT 
include the words 
is, can, who, what, 
etc. These are words 
to use in your Think 
Aloud when recalling 
individual details.

Model reading 1-2 sentences of print text and any corresponding 
visuals (using the Reading Voice). Pause for the Thinking Voice 
to recall the category that the new detail fits. 

OPTION 1 | Tigers eat meat! That’s an action the animal “does.”

OPTION 2 | Tigers eat meat! That’s “what” they eat.

event

Consider nonfiction 
texts read so far this 
year on animals, 
ideas, or events.

• Science texts
• Social studies texts
• Texts on holidays
• Gail Gibbons books
• National Geographic Kids

animal

ideaTEXT  
CONSIDERATIONS

COMMAND: Draw/Write 
information learned about 
(topic) from the author.

Recall only literal details from the text.

Teach/Model how to write out the thinking collected from earlier in the week.

QUESTION: What is 
something you learned 
about (topic) from the 
author? Draw/Write it.
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https://access.smekenseducation.com/comprehension-playbook-readers-summarize-information-recall-key-details/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwmouZBhDSARIsALYcouq7P3FkLdulIKNJSwfuqGSwAGNTsY29Dc61e30O9Ycv1gGUSrYO8RgaAmDAEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds

