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INSTRUCTION: You explain & demonstrate the skill. 10 MINUTES

CLOSURE: You crystallize the skill. 1 MINUTESTEP 4

STEP 2

5 MINUTESINTERACTION: They experience the skill.STEP 3
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INTRODUCTION: You (re)introduce the skill. 1 MINUTESTEP 1
We have learned how to read a text (hold up Reading 
Voice sign) and have thoughts about it (hold up Thinking 
Voice sign). We have been doing/practicing this for 
several weeks now.

BUT readers often read & think about MULTIPLE texts 
on the SAME TOPIC. (Hold up some texts you have read 

previously that are all on the same nonfiction topic, 
concept, or idea.) Remember when we were studying 
about (topic) and we read (Text A) and (Text B) and (Text 
C)? So we learned about (topic) by reading MULTIPLE 
texts. 

That’s a normal reader habit. When readers want to learn 

all about something, they read as much as they can on the 
topic. I don’t mean they read ONE LONG text, but rather 
MANY medium and short texts. This is a better way to 
deepen your knowledge about a topic. 

That’s what I will teach you today— how to value the 
information learned from multiple sources.

Help me with the next sources.

Mini-lesson shared by third grade teacher Jessica Snyder from Riverdale Elementary (St. Joe, IN)
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information about spiders, but I’m not an expert yet.
and back part to their bodies. After reading this source, I learned some
I found this picture and learned that spiders have eight legs and have a front
Show slide 4: I want to research and learn more about spiders' bodies. First

gives you more information and helps you become an expert.
to read more than one text. Every website, photograph, article, video, etc.
you want to know more about something and become an expert, you need
looks up something on the internet and clicks on two or more sources. If
Research isn’t just for school. Everyone conducts research each time he

thing when we research or read to learn information.
details in the 1st picture. So I had to get more information. It’s the same
I wanted to know where this picture was taken, but I didn’t have enough

remember seeing food trucks lined up on the street at the fair.
was taken at a fair, because I can see food trucks parked on the street. I
Show slide 3: Oh! Now that I can see the whole picture, I think this picture

courthouse shopping.
farmer’s market, and there are a lot of people walking around the
was taken in a city. Maybe at a farmer’s market. Sometimes I go to the
people, and it looks like they are on a road. I’m starting to think this picture
Show slide 2: Wow! I have more information now. Now I can see a lot of

sunshine, and trees. I think this photo was taken out in the country.
Show Slide 1: Where is this photograph taken? I see the sky, some

Day 1: Readers recognize the value in reading multiple sources.

deepen understanding on a topic.
Recognize the value of collecting information from multiple sources to
Weeklong Focus:
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Show slide 5: So I clicked on another source and found this diagram. Now 
I know the names of each of the body's parts and what they do! I didn’t 
realize that spiders have fangs. I know a lot more about spiders’ bodies, 
but I still don’t think I’m an expert. I would still like to know more. 

Show slide 6: I did some more research and found this article. Now I know 
that spiders have fangs and not teeth because they don’t eat food; they 
only drink blood. I also learned they have eight eyes. Two of their eyes are 
large and help them see distance. The other six eyes help them see 
movement.  

Using three different sources helped me get WAY more information than 
just one.
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Where do you think this photograph takes place?

Where do you think this photograph takes place?

Where do you think this photograph takes place?

What information can we 
learn from this text?

What information can we learn 
from this text?

The Body of a Spider
A spider’s body has two parts. One is the 

cephalothorax. A spider’s eight legs are 
attached to the cephalothorax. There are four 
legs on each side. The spider’s eyes and 
mouth are also on this forward body part. 
Spiders have eight eyes, two very large front 
eyes to get a clear picture and judge distance. 
The extra side eyes to detect when something 
is moving.
Spiders have fangs but not teeth for chewing. 
They drink their food! 

The second body part is the abdomen. 
The lungs are found in the abdomen. Spider 
bodies are very different from human ones.
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Day 1: Readers recognize the value in reading multiple sources.

deepen understanding on a topic.
Recognize the value of collecting information from multiple sources to
Weeklong Focus:

Readers recognize the value in reading 
multiple sources. 
Execute the opening activity listed under 
“Text Considerations” for Day 1.
Define the opening activity as research. 
In the few minutes spent “googling,” 
they read (number) texts on (the topic). 

• Research isn’t just for school. Everyone 
conducts research each time he looks up something on the internet and 
clicks on two or more sources.

Expertise does not come from reading one text. 
• Each website, photograph, article, video, etc. is a new text or source— 

it’s another place to get information. When seeking a deeper 
understanding, readers go to multiple places (i.e., use multiple sources) 
to learn as much as they can.

Reveal the value of reading multiple sources.
• Return to the websites read during the opening activity. Identify what 

was learned in Sources 2-4 that was NOT mentioned in Source 1. 
• Every text does NOT provide the same information. Different sources 

include content others excluded. Different sources explain ideas that 
others just skim over. Reveal the information that readers would have 
missed out on if they had only read the first source.

WEEK-LONG FOCUS
Recognize the value of collecting 
information from multiple sources to 
deepen reader understanding on a 
topic.

TEXT 
CONSIDERATIONS
DAY 1
Search a high-interest topic 
(e.g., a famous person, a 
current event, a new video 
game, etc.). Project the search 
results, asking what link the 
readers would click on. Click 
on that link and briefly skim 
the page/site and then return 
to the search results. (Keep 
the search results tab open 
as this will be the text for the 
rest of the lesson.)
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Readers note only the new and different information.
If the value of multiple texts is to deepen understanding on a topic, then 
the reader focuses on the NEW information learned from each source. 

• When a set of texts is provided, the first source is often referred to as 
the main or anchor text. It tends to be the longest and has the most 
information. It serves as a foundation of knowledge for the additional 
texts to follow. Refer to the green puzzle piece.

When reading Sources 2-4 (the additional puzzle pieces), note only:
• New details & examples beyond those mentioned in Source 1.
• New big ideas or facets of the topic that Source 1 never mentioned.
• Different perspectives/points of view, opinions, or counterarguments.
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Identify the new & different information in Sources 2-3. The 
W.A.R. lesson scaffold is NOT applicable this week, since no 
inferences were made. Rather, introduce 2 NEW non-print texts 
(e.g., video, photo, map, audio text) that support a longer science/
social studies text read previously. Model how to record only the 
new and different information from these different mediums.

Readers collect text details organized by source.
When reading multiple sources, always take notes on separate paper rather 
than individually annotating each text. It is much easier to synthesize ideas 
across multiple texts when the details from all sources are in one place.
Reveal the Writing From Sources note-taking tool. Note the separate 
rows per source to keep information organized.  
Emphasize that note-taking is like making a grocery list of details. It 
should be fast and include abbreviations and key words. 

• While taking notes per text (using the Reading Voice), the reader 
must continue to apply his Thinking Voice. Record reader thoughts 
by separating them with parentheses or in a second column. SOURCE 3

SOURCE 4

PROMPT

SOURCE 2

SOURCE 1

HOW IT WORKS | Writing from Sources
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What information are you reading for?

Make a grocery list 
of facts, key words,
and phrases. ( (Include your 

thoughts about 
the facts listed.

Use TM spelling.
Abbrev.
No sent!

Quote a “phrase” 
and add the 
 ¶ number for 
reference.

BIG NEW  
IDEAS

ADDITIONAL 
LITTLE details

OPPOSITE 
opinions

**
++

AFTER READING
SOURCE 1, change

the note-taking
purpose. Note only:

Separate 
notes by 
sources.

THE TEXT SAYS THE TEXT MEANS

BEFORE DAY 2, build a text 
set— a group of 3-4 texts all 
on the same topic. Include 
one long or main text and 
several shorter texts (e.g., 
video clip, infographic, audio 
clip, etc.).

DAYS 2-3 
Reveal the longer and 
main source in the text set. 
Read excerpts during the 
lessons. Model “grocery-list” 
note-taking strategies and 
how to add thoughts in 
parentheses. Start and finish 
the text during I-do and We-
do experiences on Days 2-3. 

 
DAY 4
Reveal the 2-3 shorter texts 
in the text set. Model how to 
notice what information is 
new and different and record 
it on the Writing From Sources 
organizer. 
TIP: Save the note-taking from 
Days 2-4. It will be reused in 
Round 2. 
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What information can we 
learn from this text?

Expertise does not come from reading one text. 
•	Research isn’t just for school. Everyone conducts research each 

time he looks up something on the internet and clicks on two 
or more sources. 

•	Each website, photograph, article, video, etc. is a new text or 
source— it’s another place to get information. When seeking a 
deeper understanding, readers go to multiple places to learn 
as much as they can.

•	Each place the reader gets information is called a source. 

Reveal the value of reading multiple sources.
•	Every text does NOT provide the same information. Different sources include info 

others exclude. Different sources explain ideas that others just skim over. If you only 
read one source, you will often miss out on learning more information. 

•	Let me show you what it looks and sounds like when you read multiple sources on the 
same topic.
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Show slide 5: So I clicked on another source and found this diagram. Now 
I know the names of each of the body's parts and what they do! I didn’t 
realize that spiders have fangs. I know a lot more about spiders’ bodies, 
but I still don’t think I’m an expert. I would still like to know more. 

Show slide 6: I did some more research and found this article. Now I know 
that spiders have fangs and not teeth because they don’t eat food; they 
only drink blood. I also learned they have eight eyes. Two of their eyes are 
large and help them see distance. The other six eyes help them see 
movement.  

Using three different sources helped me get WAY more information than 
just one.
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