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HOW A STORY WORKS 

Readers know where they are on the plot map based on the details the author reveals.

• Provides details about the physical appearance of a character, his personality, his relationships, and what he wants.

• A fear, worry, or flaw in the 
character is revealed.

• The character may feel relieved and/or successful.
• The character may have changed or think/feel differently.

CHARACTER CHARACTER• Shows the character trying. 
• Reveals MORE character strengths 

or weaknesses.  
• Shows the character making the 

wrong decision(s) or bad choices.

• The character is really 
struggling. He must get 
help or make a hard 
decision.
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HOW A STORY WORKS 

Readers know where they are on the plot map based on the details the author reveals.

• Reveals when and where the character “lives.”
• Includes location, time, surrounding activity, sensory details, and/or weather.

• Something may have 
changed in the location, 
time, surrounding activity, 
sensory details, and/or 
weather.

• The setting is lighter or at least more calm and relaxed. 

SETTING SETTING

• The setting may get more intense.
• The setting is at its “worst.”
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HOW A STORY WORKS 

Readers know where they are on the plot map based on the details the author reveals.

• Describes the current situation. 
• May include details from the past.

• A problem with someone, 
something, or himself is 
revealed.

• The last event or activity happens.
• The problem is solved or at least better (i.e., resolved).

PLOT
• Each scene shows things 

getting worse.

• The “right” answer is 
revealed. 

• There may be a last- 
minute surprise or twist.
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