
Infer the Type of Problem & Solution

Problems Solutions
3 TYPES OF STORY 3 TYPES OF STORY

Identify WHO the main 
character is upset with.  
It may be one character 
or multiple. It may be a 
human or an animal (e.g.,  
realistic, fantasy).

Identify WHAT the main 
character wants but can’t 
have. It may be a physical 
object (e.g., missing, 
broken, not working). It 
may be a situation (e.g., 
weather, not invited to a 
party, something is not 
fair, etc.).

Identify WHY the main 
character is struggling. 
These are problems within 
the character; he is his own 
problem. They may be 
related to his choices (e.g., 
negative behavior, poor 
attitude) or his feelings 
(e.g., fear, guilt). 

Identify WHO helped 
the main character. 
Another character  
helps to solve the 
problem (e.g., rescues 
from danger, offers 
advice or warning, 
provides resources or 
support, etc.).

Identify WHAT was the 
item, object, or idea 
that finally solved the 
problem (e.g., a specific 
technique, strategy, 
decision, a physical 
tool). 

Identify WHY the 
main character feels 
better— he changed 
his attitude, he 
altered his behavior, 
time passes, the 
situation evolves or 
resolves.
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TEXT EXAMPLES TEXT EXAMPLES TEXT EXAMPLES TEXT EXAMPLESTEXT EXAMPLESTEXT EXAMPLES



Problems & Solutions After the Fall (How Humpty Dumpty Got Back Up Again)
Dan Santat

LITERAL SOLUTION: He faced 
his fears and forced himself to 
go up the ladder to retrieve his 
airplane.  

LITERAL PROBLEM: Humpty 
Dumpty became afraid of heights 
after he fell from the wall. 

© THE COMPREHENSION PLAYBOOK  |  Smekens Education Solutions



Problems & Solutions A Bad Case of Stripes
David Shannon

LITERAL SOLUTION: An old woman 
stopped by to “cure” Camilla and 
showed her that liking lima beans can 
be a good thing.  

LITERAL PROBLEM: Camilla denied 
liking lima beans and ended up 
with a bad case of stripes. 
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Problems & Solutions Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type
Doreen Cronin

LITERAL PROBLEM: Farmer Brown’s cows 
and hens typed a note refusing to work 
unless they were given electric blankets.  

© THE COMPREHENSION PLAYBOOK  |  Smekens Education Solutions

LITERAL SOLUTION:  Farmer Brown traded the 
electric blankets to the cows and hens for the 
typewriter so they would give milk and eggs again.



Problems & Solutions

LITERAL PROBLEM: The 
city was without rain for 
three weeks.   

LITERAL SOLUTION: The rain finally 
came and everyone went into the 
street rejoicing with renewed energy.
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Come On, Rain!
Karen Hesse



Problems & Solutions Crazy Hair Day
Barney Saltzberg 

LITERAL PROBLEM: Stanley realized 
he mixed up Crazy Hair Day and 
Picture Day. 
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LITERAL SOLUTION:  Larry, his classmate, told 
Stanley that the class picture wouldn’t be the 
same without him and convinced the class to 
have crazy hair, too.  



Problems & Solutions Dex: The Heart of a Hero
Caralyn Buehner 

LITERAL PROBLEM: Dex wanted 
to be a superhero, but Cleevis and 
other neighborhood animals made 
fun of him for being so little.

LITERAL SOLUTION: The neighborhood 
animals saw Dex save Cleevis, who was 
stuck in a tree, proving he was indeed a 
superhero who truly helps anyone in need. 
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Problems & Solutions Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse
Kevin Henkes

LITERAL SOLUTION: Lilly realized she was 
wrong and apologized the next day with a new 
picture and story. Mr. Slinger forgave her for 
the mean note.
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LITERAL PROBLEM: When she 
took out her purse in the middle 
of class, Mr. Slinger took it away, 
and she got angry.



Problems & Solutions The Most Magnificent Thing
Ashley Spires  

LITERAL PROBLEM: A little girl 
and her dog tried to make a 
magnificent thing (a sidecar) and 
failed.

LITERAL SOLUTION: The little 
girl took the best parts of her 
previous attempts and finally 
built a sidecar for her dog.  
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Problems & Solutions My Mouth Is a Volcano
Julia Cook

LITERAL PROBLEM: 
Louis interrupted 
others.

LITERAL SOLUTION: Louis’ mother 
taught him a breathing technique to 
prevent him from interrupting. 
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Problems & Solutions The Name Jar
Yangsook Choi  

LITERAL SOLUTION: Unhei’s 
classmate Joey helped her see how 
important her name and heritage are.  

LITERAL PROBLEM: The kids on the bus 
made fun of Unhei’s hard-to-pronounce 
Korean name.
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Problems & Solutions The Recess Queen
 Alexis O’Neill  

LITERAL PROBLEM: 
Mean Jean was a bully 
to the other kids on the 
playground at recess.

LITERAL SOLUTION: A new 
kid, Katie Sue, treated her 
as a friend, and Mean Jean 
became friendly. 
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Problems & Solutions We Don’t Eat Our Classmates
Ryan T. Higgins 

LITERAL PROBLEM: Penelope, the 
dinosaur, could not resist eating 
her human classmates.

LITERAL SOLUTION: Penelope 
realized how it felt to be eaten 
when Walter the fish bit her on 
the finger.  
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Problems & Solutions When Sophie Gets Angry— Really, Really Angry…
Molly Bang

LITERAL PROBLEM: When 
Sophie got angry, she was 
ready to “smash the world 
to smithereens.”

LITERAL SOLUTION: 
Sophie climbed a tree 
and was comforted by 
the surrounding nature.
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