
With ONE ALL-INCLUSIVE UNIT 
during the year, students often:  

        Get bored.

        Act like they’ve never done one.

        Lack confidence.
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Plan the year
of writing units KRISTI McCULLOUGH
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UNIT 
ESSENTIALS

Analyze the traditional unit approach.

• Introduce narrow topic.
• List important points or big ideas.

 • Identify topic and position.
 • Develop logical reasons.

  • Elaborate with details and evidence.

   • Create a basic plot.
   • End/Satisfy the reader.

    • Organize key points.

• Present both sides (argument only).

 • Organize details to match the genre.

  • Conclude with what you want/expect.

   • Conclude with the So what?

    • Begin/Hook the reader.
    • Sequence time & event.
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With MULTIPLE, SMALLER MINI-
UNITS during the year, students:

        Experience variety.    

        Receive second chances.       

        Gain confidence.

Create a 
writing
curriculum 
of mini-
units.

PERSUASIVE/ARG. SKILLS
• Identify topic and position.
• Develop logical reasons.
• Organize key points.
• Present both sides (argument only).
• Conclude with what you want/expect.

INFORMATIVE SKILLS
• Introduce narrow topic.
• List important points or big ideas.
• Elaborate with details and evidence.
• Organize details to match the genre.
• Conclude with the So what?

NARRATIVE SKILLS
• Create a basic plot.
• End/Satisfy the reader.
• Begin/Hook the reader.
• Sequence time & events. 
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All modes are not created equal. 

Consider how modes feed one another. 

Plan with the testing season in mind. 

End writing 
units with a 

from-scratch 
product.

SECRET SECRET 
SITESITE
RESOURCESRESOURCES



Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 
of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Provide several opportunities with each mode.

UNIT ESSENTIALS
Session 3: Target informative writing skills.
Session 4: Meet the argumentative standard.
Session 5: Know the narrative non-negotiables.

SPIN-OFF SESSIONSSPIN-OFF SESSIONS

• Fairy Tale 
• Legend
• Fable 
• Myth
• Tall Tale 
• Mystery
• Personal Narrative
• Imaginary Narrative 
• Realistic Fiction (fiction based on fact)
• Historical Fiction (fiction based on fact)
• Science Fiction (fiction based on fact)
• Sequel (what happens next/next time)
• Rewrite from a Different Perspective
• Add in the Missing Page/Part

• Opinion 
• Testimonial
• Advice Column
• Review/Critique
• Advertisement/Commercial
• Sign, Poster, Bumper Sticker
• Persuasive Letter/ Essay
• Editorial/Letter to the Editor
• Constructed Response
• Perspective/ Position Paper
• Argumentative Research Paper
• Evaluate an Argument, Argumentative Analysis

• Explanation 
• Encyclopedia Entry
• Summary 
• Brochure/Pamphlet
• Report
• Speech
• Research Paper
• Application Essay 
• Compare-Contrast
• Comparative Analysis
• Literary Analysis

Vary genres within mini-units.

RELEVANT RELEVANT 
RESOURCERESOURCE
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UNIT ESSENTIALS Plan the year of writing units

CCSS  W3 | INDIANA W3.3CCSS  W1 | INDIANA W3.1 CCSS  W2 | INDIANA W3.2

Persuasive
Argumentative

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine 
and convey complex ideas and information 
clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined  
experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-
structured event sequences.

• Newspaper Article 
• Biography 
• Book Report 
• Invitation 
• Thank-You Note
• Friendly Letter
• Business Letter
• Interview
• Instructions
• Directions 
• Recipe

• Memoir
• Anecdote
• Diary Entry
• Scene
• Satire
• Spoof
• Adventure Story

• Apology
• Complaint
• Speech
• Brochure/Pamphlet

SECRET SITE RESOURCESECRET SITE RESOURCE

Launching the Writer’s Workshop:  Grades 3-12 , Kristina Smekens & Maureen Scane
 2017 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

Section 1: Writing Topics
Mini-Lesson #1 — Write for different purposes



3© 2024 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.   •   www.SmekensEducation.com
 

UNIT ESSENTIALS Plan the year of writing units

Instruction targets the most 
essential writing skills tied 
to each mode/unit (e.g., 
persuasive, argumentative, 
informative, narrative).

Students produce many first 
drafts on familiar topics while 
growing their skills and stamina.

Synchronize reading & writing skills to feed write-about-reading expectations.
ARGUMENTATIVE SKILLS

• Identify topic and position.
• Develop logical reasons.
• Organize key points.
• Present both sides (argument only).
• End with what you want/expect.

INFORMATIVE SKILLS

• Introduce narrow topic.
• List important points or big ideas.
• Elaborate with details and evidence.
• Organize details to match the genre.
• Conclude with the So what?

NARRATIVE SKILLS

• Create a basic plot.
• End/Satisfy the reader.
• Begin/Hook the reader.
• Sequence time & events. 

Instruction targets grade-level 
comprehension skills and how to 
communicate the thinking in writing.

READER’S WORKSHOP
SEMESTER 1

COMPREHENSION 
SKILLS

• Summarize literature.
• Summarize nonfiction.
• Infer theme(s).
• Infer main idea(s).
• Analyze author choices.
• Analyze text structure.
• Analyze purpose.
• Analyze perspective. 
• Analyze point of view.

WRITER’S WORKSHOP
SEMESTER 1

READER’S WORKSHOP
SEMESTER 2

WRITER’S WORKSHOP
SEMESTER 2

prompt

WRITING FROM SOURCES

You have read 3 texts about forest fires: All About Wildfires, Why Certain Naturally Occurring 
Wildfires are Necessary video, Facts about Wildfires. Using details from all three sources, 
explain reasons why some forest fires are fought while others are left to burn. Left to burn when it’s a trade 

off— a minimal fire now v. 
major in the future.

Left to burn when it 
improves the lives of 
animals in that area.

Fight the fire when the 
weather conditions are 
dangerous.  

Left to burn when it 
promotes new plant 
life in that area.

source 2: Video: “Why certain naturally occurring wildfires are necessary”

source 3: 5 Facts About Wildfires

source 1: All About Wildfires

• Wildfires thrive in areas full of flammable materials like dead plants and dry vegetation.
• Strong winds spread the flames and cause an inferno of destruction.
• Once the wildfire begins and spreads, it can travel (fast).
• Smaller, cooler fires can help to remove any potential fuel like dry leaves.
• New plants (grow after fire) and valuable food and habitats for many wildlife species.

• Seeds cannot germinate in the cool sunless shade. 
• Serotinous cones open up in a fire and release the seeds.
• Seeds carried by air onto carbon rich soil, now gets sunlight after fire burned the old trees. 
• Seeds germinate quickly and grow in abundance. 

• Dry vegetation can quickly fuel a wildfire that can burn out of control.
• Strong wind = fire becomes widespread.
• Occurs naturally when lightning strikes trees or the ground. 
• Small fires remove/reduce dead grass, brush, & trees that can fuel larger/severe wildfires.
• Fire destroys smaller/weaker vegetation & sends nutrients more quickly into the ground.
• Plants become even healthier.
• Fewer plant roots = more water for other vegetation and wildlife.
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Syntheses
SOURCE 1

Climate change has led to more extreme weather in the 
last few decades, including droughts. Currently, most of the 
country is in the “most severe drought in recorded histo-
ry.” The hotter and drier the environment becomes due to 
rising temperatures, the higher the risk of wildfires starting 
from natural or human-related activity. 

Intense heat and dry vegetation can quickly fuel a wildfire 
that can burn out of control. And when there’s strong wind, 
it creates ideal conditions for fires to become widespread. 

However, forest fires are sometimes welcome. Fires that are 
low intensity and occur naturally are necessary—and un-
avoidable. These fires are mainly caused by lightning that 
strikes trees or the ground. 

Smaller fires can remove and reduce dead grass, brush, and 
trees that can fuel larger and more severe wildfires. Healthy 
fire also destroys smaller or weaker vegetation and sends 
their nutrients more quickly into the ground. As a result, 
the stronger trees and plants that stick around get more 
sunlight and nutrients to become even healthier, enabling 
their species to evolve.

With fewer plant roots taking up space on the forest floor, 
more water becomes available for other vegetation and 
wildlife.

All About Wildfires

Excerpt from Project Learning Tree website

1   I’ve been thinking; you know, sometimes one thing 
happens to change your life, how you look at things, 
how you look at yourself. I remember one particular 
event. It was when? 1955 or ‘56...a long time ago. 
Anyway, I had been working at night. I wrote for the 
newspaper and, you know, we had deadlines. It was 
late after midnight on the night before Memorial Day. 
I had to catch the train back to Brooklyn; the West 
side IRT. This lady got on to the subway at 34th and 
Penn Station, a nice looking white lady in her early 
twenties. Somehow she managed to push herself in 
with a baby on her right arm and a big suitcase in her 
left hand. Two children, a boy and a girl about three 
and five years old trailed after her.

2   Anyway, at Nevins Street I saw her preparing to get 
off at the next station, Atlantic Avenue. That’s where 
I was getting off too. It was going to be a problem 
for her to get off; two small children, a baby in her 
arm, and a suitcase in her hand. And there I was also 
preparing to get off at Atlantic Avenue. I couldn’t 
help but imagine the steep, long concrete stairs go-
ing down to the Long Island Railroad and up to the 
street. Should I offer my help? Should I take care of 
the girl and the boy, take them by their hands until 
they reach the end of that steep long concrete stairs?

3   Courtesy is important to us Puerto Ricans. And here 
I was, hours past midnight, and the white lady with 
the baby in her arm, a suitcase and two white chil-
dren badly needing someone to help her. 

4   I remember thinking; I’m a *Negro and a Puerto 
Rican. Suppose I approach this white lady in this 
deserted subway station late at night? What would 
she say? What would be the first reaction of this white 
American woman? Would she say: “Yes, of course 
you may help me,” or would she think I was trying to 
get too familiar or would she think worse? What do 
I do if she screamed when I went to offer my help? I 
hesitated. And then I pushed by her like I saw noth-
ing as if I were insensitive to her needs. I was like a 
rude animal walking on two legs just moving on, half 
running along the long the subway platform, leaving 
the children and the suitcase and the woman with 
the baby in her arms. I ran up the steps of that long 
concrete stairs in twos and when I reached the street, 
the cold air slapped my warm face.

5   Perhaps the lady was not prejudiced after all. If you 
were not that prejudiced, I failed you, dear lady. If you 
were not that prejudiced I failed you; I failed you too, 
children. I failed myself. I buried my courtesy early on 
Memorial Day morning. 

6   So, here is the promise I made to myself back then: 
if I am ever faced with an occasion like that again, I 
am going to offer my help regardless of how the offer 
is going to be received. Then I will have my courtesy 
with me again.

Little Things Are Big, by Jesús Colón

* The word Negro was commonly used in the early and middle years of the 
last century to refer to an African American. Its use reflects the time period.

CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SKILLS

• State the answer.
• Cite evidence.
• Explain thinking.
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WRITE ABOUT READING
Write polished 
constructed responses

Explain your thinking in a concluding statement. 

SPIN-OFF SPIN-OFF 
SESSIONSESSION

WRITE ABOUT READING 
Session 5 | Improve 
extended responses.

Describe the purpose 
of the concluding 
sentence.

• Assume the reader 
“doesn’t get it.”

Explain the connection in a 3-part sentence.

 1. Restate the answer. 2. Add a connecting word.
3. Describe the connection. This shows…

This demonstrates…
These details prove…

because
consequently 

since
as a result

therefore
so Use thoughts noted within 

the Silhouette Head.

This is important because…
This matters because…
This means… 
…in other words…

This conveys…
This suggests…
…gives the impression…
This signifies…

This causes…
The impact of this is …
Consequently…
If this continues...

Starvation caused the Colonists’ behavior.  

According to the text, the Colonists ate their “horses, dogs,” and “cats.” 

This means that they were killing and eating animals that were likely pets they loved. 

The text also stated that the Colonists made “broth” from boiling their own “boots, belts,” and 

“leather.”  

This suggests that they were willing to eat things that weren’t part of a normal human’s diet. 

These details prove that the Colonists were starving because they were desperately doing 

anything they could to survive.

55

Double the elaboration-to-evidence ratio.

INFERENCE

ELABORATIONELABORATION

EVIDENCE

EXPLANATIONEXPLANATION

ELABORATIONELABORATION

EVIDENCE

Elaboration
comes from the
Thinking Voice.

Evidence
comes from the
Reading Voice.

Provide 
sentence 

starters. 

Elaborate after each piece of text evidence.66

BASIC
RESPONSE

Polished
RESPONSE

Starvation caused the Colonists’ behavior.  

According to the text, the Colonists ate their “horses, dogs,” and “cats.” 

The text also stated that the Colonists made “broth” from boiling their own “boots, belts,” and “leather.”  

These details prove that the Colonists were starving because they were desperately doing anything 

they could to survive.

FACT #1 — Humans cause nearly 85% of wildfires. While wildfires can 
start naturally from lightning strikes and spontaneous combustion of 
dry fuel, the U.S. Department of Agriculture reports that humans cause 
nearly 85% of wildfires in the United States. Examples of this activity 
include leaving campfires unattended, improperly disposing of cig-
arettes, knocking over powerlines, burning debris, and committing 
arson.

FACT #2 — Dry conditions increase the risk of wildfires. Wildfires thrive 
in dry climates and drought-ridden locations because these areas are 
full of flammable materials like dead plants and dry vegetation.

FACT #3 — Fire prevents fire. It may seem strange, but smaller fires 
can actually prevent bigger ones from occurring. This is because small-
er, cooler fires can help to remove any potential fuel like dry leaves, 
logs, and overgrown shrubs. 

FACT #4 — Wildfires can travel at a rate of up to 14.27 miles per hour
Wildfires need fuel, heat, and oxygen to begin and stay alive, but they 
require strong winds to spread the flames and cause an inferno of 
destruction. Once the wildfire begins and spreads, it can travel at a rate 
of up to 6.7 miles per hour in forests and up to 14.27 miles per hour in 
grasslands. In 2017, the Thomas Fire in California spread so quickly that 
it moved at a rate equivalent to a football field per second. 

FACT #5 —Forest fires help the ecosystem. Small fires clear out over-
grown areas and create open space for sunlight to shine down. This 
allows new plants to grow, providing valuable food and habitats for 
many wildlife species.

SOURCE 3

Information adapted from the Western Fire Chiefs Association website.

5 Facts About Wildfires

SOURCE 2

Why certain naturally occurring wildfires are necessary

TedEd Video | https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNVZEVq3KzY

The same comprehension skills from 
first semester are spiraled and applied to 
multiple and more complex texts (e.g., 
compare texts, synthesize texts, etc.).

The texts and thinking 
from the reader’s workshop 
is the subject matter for 
the writer’s workshop.

The same essential writing skills are spiraled 
as students communicate their bigger reader 
thinking in argumentative, informative, and 
narrative extended responses. 

Responses produced in 
writer’s workshop are based 
on texts & thinking from 
the reader’s workshop.

After reading All About Wildfires, Facts about Wildfires, and viewing Why Certain Naturally Occurring Wildfires are 
Necessary, there are several reasons why some forest fires are fought while others are left to burn.

One reason to allow a forest fire to burn is when it could promote new plant life in a specific area. This is 
especially important for certain pine trees. According to Source 2, “serotinous cones open up in a fire and release 
their seeds” onto the “carbon rich soil.”  This causes a new plant cycle to begin. According to Source 1, fires also 
destroy “smaller or weaker vegetation.”  In other words, the plants not doing well are gobbled up by the flames. 
This allows their nutrients to be left behind and find their way “more quickly into the ground.”  With the start of 
new seedlings, the tree population can grow even bigger and stronger than it was before the fire.

A second reason to let a forest burn is when it could improve the lives of animals in that area. Source 1 states 
that when plants are destroyed by a fire this leaves “more water for other vegetation and wildlife.” Needing water 
to survive, animals aren’t competing with as many plant roots all sucking up the available water. In addition, 
Source 3 reveals that the new plant life started after a fire creates additional “habitats for many wildlife species.” 
With more water and additional habitats, many animals would likely thrive after a forest fire. 

A third reason firefighters would consider letting a forest burn today is because they know it may prevent 
even greater destruction in the future. Source 3 states that “smaller, cooler fires can help to remove any potential 
fuel like dry leaves.”  Think of it this way— if there aren’t smaller fires more often, then the “dead plants and dry 
vegetation” build up in many layers. Source 1 predicts that these flammable materials “can quickly fuel a wildfire 
that can burn out of control.” So even though it seems backwards, several smaller and controlled fires may keep 
one large and destructive fire from ever happening. 

Even though there are several reasons to let a forest fire burn, there is at least one reason to fight it— when the 
weather conditions are dangerous. One of the most threatening situations to a forest fire is the wind. Source 1 
states that when a fire “becomes widspread,” the more destruction it will create. And obviously, wind will cause 
a fire to spread. In addition, wind can impact the speed a fire grows. Source 3 cautions that “once the wildfire 
begins and spreads, it can travel at a rate of up to 6.7 miles per hour in forests and up to 14.27 miles per hour in 
grasslands.”  When a fire spreads this quickly, human safety becomes of great concern. So, regardless of the size of 
the forest fire, when high winds are present, fire fighters should work to put it out. 

Although most people would assume a firefighter would work to extinguish any flames, there are several 
reasons why a smaller, controlled forest fire might be allowed to burn out on its own.
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SPIN-OFF SESSIONSPIN-OFF SESSION
WRITE ABOUT READING
Session 4: Synthesize before writing.
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UNIT ESSENTIALS Plan the year of writing units

Synchronize reading & writing skills to feed write-about-reading expectations.

READER’S WORKSHOP
SEMESTER 1

WRITER’S WORKSHOP
SEMESTER 1

READER’S WORKSHOP
SEMESTER 2

WRITER’S WORKSHOP
SEMESTER 2

FACT #1 — Humans cause nearly 85% of wildfires. While wildfires can 
start naturally from lightning strikes and spontaneous combustion of 
dry fuel, the U.S. Department of Agriculture reports that humans cause 
nearly 85% of wildfires in the United States. Examples of this activity 
include leaving campfires unattended, improperly disposing of cig-
arettes, knocking over powerlines, burning debris, and committing 
arson.

FACT #2 — Dry conditions increase the risk of wildfires. Wildfires thrive 
in dry climates and drought-ridden locations because these areas are 
full of flammable materials like dead plants and dry vegetation.

FACT #3 — Fire prevents fire. It may seem strange, but smaller fires 
can actually prevent bigger ones from occurring. This is because small-
er, cooler fires can help to remove any potential fuel like dry leaves, 
logs, and overgrown shrubs. 

FACT #4 — Wildfires can travel at a rate of up to 14.27 miles per hour
Wildfires need fuel, heat, and oxygen to begin and stay alive, but they 
require strong winds to spread the flames and cause an inferno of 
destruction. Once the wildfire begins and spreads, it can travel at a rate 
of up to 6.7 miles per hour in forests and up to 14.27 miles per hour in 
grasslands. In 2017, the Thomas Fire in California spread so quickly that 
it moved at a rate equivalent to a football field per second. 

FACT #5 —Forest fires help the ecosystem. Small fires clear out over-
grown areas and create open space for sunlight to shine down. This 
allows new plants to grow, providing valuable food and habitats for 
many wildlife species.

SOURCE 3

Information adapted from the Western Fire Chiefs Association website.

5 Facts About Wildfires

prompt

WRITING FROM SOURCES

You have read 3 texts about forest fires: All About Wildfires, Why Certain Naturally Occurring 
Wildfires are Necessary video, Facts about Wildfires. Using details from all three sources, 
explain reasons why some forest fires are fought while others are left to burn. Left to burn when it’s a trade 

off— a minimal fire now v. 
major in the future.

Left to burn when it 
improves the lives of 
animals in that area.

Fight the fire when the 
weather conditions are 
dangerous.  

Left to burn when it 
promotes new plant 
life in that area.

source 2: Video: “Why certain naturally occurring wildfires are necessary”

source 3: 5 Facts About Wildfires

source 1: All About Wildfires

• Wildfires thrive in areas full of flammable materials like dead plants and dry vegetation.
• Strong winds spread the flames and cause an inferno of destruction.
• Once the wildfire begins and spreads, it can travel (fast).
• Smaller, cooler fires can help to remove any potential fuel like dry leaves.
• New plants (grow after fire) and valuable food and habitats for many wildlife species.

• Seeds cannot germinate in the cool sunless shade. 
• Serotinous cones open up in a fire and release the seeds.
• Seeds carried by air onto carbon rich soil, now gets sunlight after fire burned the old trees. 
• Seeds germinate quickly and grow in abundance. 

• Dry vegetation can quickly fuel a wildfire that can burn out of control.
• Strong wind = fire becomes widespread.
• Occurs naturally when lightning strikes trees or the ground. 
• Small fires remove/reduce dead grass, brush, & trees that can fuel larger/severe wildfires.
• Fire destroys smaller/weaker vegetation & sends nutrients more quickly into the ground.
• Plants become even healthier.
• Fewer plant roots = more water for other vegetation and wildlife.
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Syntheses

SPIN-OFF SESSIONSSPIN-OFF SESSIONS
WRITE ABOUT READING
Session 1: Make inferences in 5 steps.
Session 2: Write polished constructed responses. 

1   I’ve been thinking; you know, sometimes one thing 
happens to change your life, how you look at things, 
how you look at yourself. I remember one particular 
event. It was when? 1955 or ‘56...a long time ago. 
Anyway, I had been working at night. I wrote for the 
newspaper and, you know, we had deadlines. It was 
late after midnight on the night before Memorial Day. 
I had to catch the train back to Brooklyn; the West 
side IRT. This lady got on to the subway at 34th and 
Penn Station, a nice looking white lady in her early 
twenties. Somehow she managed to push herself in 
with a baby on her right arm and a big suitcase in her 
left hand. Two children, a boy and a girl about three 
and five years old trailed after her.

2   Anyway, at Nevins Street I saw her preparing to get 
off at the next station, Atlantic Avenue. That’s where 
I was getting off too. It was going to be a problem 
for her to get off; two small children, a baby in her 
arm, and a suitcase in her hand. And there I was also 
preparing to get off at Atlantic Avenue. I couldn’t 
help but imagine the steep, long concrete stairs go-
ing down to the Long Island Railroad and up to the 
street. Should I offer my help? Should I take care of 
the girl and the boy, take them by their hands until 
they reach the end of that steep long concrete stairs?

3   Courtesy is important to us Puerto Ricans. And here 
I was, hours past midnight, and the white lady with 
the baby in her arm, a suitcase and two white chil-
dren badly needing someone to help her. 

4   I remember thinking; I’m a *Negro and a Puerto 
Rican. Suppose I approach this white lady in this 
deserted subway station late at night? What would 
she say? What would be the first reaction of this white 
American woman? Would she say: “Yes, of course 
you may help me,” or would she think I was trying to 
get too familiar or would she think worse? What do 
I do if she screamed when I went to offer my help? I 
hesitated. And then I pushed by her like I saw noth-
ing as if I were insensitive to her needs. I was like a 
rude animal walking on two legs just moving on, half 
running along the long the subway platform, leaving 
the children and the suitcase and the woman with 
the baby in her arms. I ran up the steps of that long 
concrete stairs in twos and when I reached the street, 
the cold air slapped my warm face.

5   Perhaps the lady was not prejudiced after all. If you 
were not that prejudiced, I failed you, dear lady. If you 
were not that prejudiced I failed you; I failed you too, 
children. I failed myself. I buried my courtesy early on 
Memorial Day morning. 

6   So, here is the promise I made to myself back then: 
if I am ever faced with an occasion like that again, I 
am going to offer my help regardless of how the offer 
is going to be received. Then I will have my courtesy 
with me again.

Little Things Are Big, by Jesús Colón

* The word Negro was commonly used in the early and middle years of the 
last century to refer to an African American. Its use reflects the time period.
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WRITE ABOUT READING
Write polished 
constructed responses

Explain your thinking in a concluding statement. 

SPIN-OFF SPIN-OFF 
SESSIONSESSION

WRITE ABOUT READING 
Session 5 | Improve 
extended responses.

Describe the purpose 
of the concluding 
sentence.

• Assume the reader 
“doesn’t get it.”

Explain the connection in a 3-part sentence.

 1. Restate the answer. 2. Add a connecting word.
3. Describe the connection. This shows…

This demonstrates…
These details prove…

because
consequently 

since
as a result

therefore
so Use thoughts noted within 

the Silhouette Head.

This is important because…
This matters because…
This means… 
…in other words…

This conveys…
This suggests…
…gives the impression…
This signifies…

This causes…
The impact of this is …
Consequently…
If this continues...

Starvation caused the Colonists’ behavior.  

According to the text, the Colonists ate their “horses, dogs,” and “cats.” 

This means that they were killing and eating animals that were likely pets they loved. 

The text also stated that the Colonists made “broth” from boiling their own “boots, belts,” and 

“leather.”  

This suggests that they were willing to eat things that weren’t part of a normal human’s diet. 

These details prove that the Colonists were starving because they were desperately doing 

anything they could to survive.

55

Double the elaboration-to-evidence ratio.

INFERENCE

ELABORATIONELABORATION

EVIDENCE

EXPLANATIONEXPLANATION

ELABORATIONELABORATION

EVIDENCE

Elaboration
comes from the
Thinking Voice.

Evidence
comes from the
Reading Voice.

Provide 
sentence 

starters. 

Elaborate after each piece of text evidence.66

BASIC
RESPONSE

Polished
RESPONSE

Starvation caused the Colonists’ behavior.  

According to the text, the Colonists ate their “horses, dogs,” and “cats.” 

The text also stated that the Colonists made “broth” from boiling their own “boots, belts,” and “leather.”  

These details prove that the Colonists were starving because they were desperately doing anything 

they could to survive.

SOURCE 1

Climate change has led to more extreme weather in the 
last few decades, including droughts. Currently, most of the 
country is in the “most severe drought in recorded histo-
ry.” The hotter and drier the environment becomes due to 
rising temperatures, the higher the risk of wildfires starting 
from natural or human-related activity. 

Intense heat and dry vegetation can quickly fuel a wildfire 
that can burn out of control. And when there’s strong wind, 
it creates ideal conditions for fires to become widespread. 

However, forest fires are sometimes welcome. Fires that are 
low intensity and occur naturally are necessary—and un-
avoidable. These fires are mainly caused by lightning that 
strikes trees or the ground. 

Smaller fires can remove and reduce dead grass, brush, and 
trees that can fuel larger and more severe wildfires. Healthy 
fire also destroys smaller or weaker vegetation and sends 
their nutrients more quickly into the ground. As a result, 
the stronger trees and plants that stick around get more 
sunlight and nutrients to become even healthier, enabling 
their species to evolve.

With fewer plant roots taking up space on the forest floor, 
more water becomes available for other vegetation and 
wildlife.

All About Wildfires

Excerpt from Project Learning Tree website

SOURCE 2

Why certain naturally occurring wildfires are necessary

TedEd Video | https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNVZEVq3KzY
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WRITE ABOUT READING
Session 5: Improve extended responses.

After reading All About Wildfires, Facts about Wildfires, and viewing Why Certain Naturally Occurring Wildfires are 
Necessary, there are several reasons why some forest fires are fought while others are left to burn.

One reason to allow a forest fire to burn is when it could promote new plant life in a specific area. This is 
especially important for certain pine trees. According to Source 2, “serotinous cones open up in a fire and release 
their seeds” onto the “carbon rich soil.”  This causes a new plant cycle to begin. According to Source 1, fires also 
destroy “smaller or weaker vegetation.”  In other words, the plants not doing well are gobbled up by the flames. 
This allows their nutrients to be left behind and find their way “more quickly into the ground.”  With the start of 
new seedlings, the tree population can grow even bigger and stronger than it was before the fire.

A second reason to let a forest burn is when it could improve the lives of animals in that area. Source 1 states 
that when plants are destroyed by a fire this leaves “more water for other vegetation and wildlife.” Needing water 
to survive, animals aren’t competing with as many plant roots all sucking up the available water. In addition, 
Source 3 reveals that the new plant life started after a fire creates additional “habitats for many wildlife species.” 
With more water and additional habitats, many animals would likely thrive after a forest fire. 

A third reason firefighters would consider letting a forest burn today is because they know it may prevent 
even greater destruction in the future. Source 3 states that “smaller, cooler fires can help to remove any potential 
fuel like dry leaves.”  Think of it this way— if there aren’t smaller fires more often, then the “dead plants and dry 
vegetation” build up in many layers. Source 1 predicts that these flammable materials “can quickly fuel a wildfire 
that can burn out of control.” So even though it seems backwards, several smaller and controlled fires may keep 
one large and destructive fire from ever happening. 

Even though there are several reasons to let a forest fire burn, there is at least one reason to fight it— when the 
weather conditions are dangerous. One of the most threatening situations to a forest fire is the wind. Source 1 
states that when a fire “becomes widspread,” the more destruction it will create. And obviously, wind will cause 
a fire to spread. In addition, wind can impact the speed a fire grows. Source 3 cautions that “once the wildfire 
begins and spreads, it can travel at a rate of up to 6.7 miles per hour in forests and up to 14.27 miles per hour in 
grasslands.”  When a fire spreads this quickly, human safety becomes of great concern. So, regardless of the size of 
the forest fire, when high winds are present, fire fighters should work to put it out. 

Although most people would assume a firefighter would work to extinguish any flames, there are several 
reasons why a smaller, controlled forest fire might be allowed to burn out on its own.
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