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Readers ask & answer questions before, during, 
and after reading.

 GRADES 

K-2
IMPLEMENTATION FOCUS CURRENT STATUS NEXT STEPS

ROUND 4

Connect to previous 
learning.

• ROUND 1 | Answer author/
teacher questions during 
reading using prediction. 

• ROUND 2 | Ask questions 
about tricky words 
during reading and 
answer them using 
context clues.

• ROUND 3 | Ask questions 
before reading and 
answer them during 
reading. 

• ROUND 4 | Ask & answer 
questions before, during, 
and after reading.  

Teach/Model how to write the predicted 
answer from earlier in the week.

Readers ask more questions during reading.
DAY 1 | Guide students to ask & answer 
questions before, during, and after “reading.” 

DAY 2 | Introduce questions of curiosity and 
wonderment: why, how, what then. 

DAY 3 | Reveal a text that you have previewed ONLY.

•	 BEFORE READING | Review the questions previously 
generated in a preview (Round 3).

•	 DURING READING | Wonder why, how, what then (Round 
4). Predict possible outcomes; then read on to confirm or 
adjust (Round 1). 

Infer an answer. 

Seek answer elsewhere. 

Email the author. 

Assess the question’s  importance.

DAY 4 | Review the unanswered questions. 
•	 AFTER READING | Address unanswered 

questions (Round 4). 

Use one NEW text for 
all I-do and We-do 
models this week.

Finish the reading 
the text (outside of 
the mini-lesson) as 
a whole-class “You 
do” on Day 3.

Remain neutral! 
• Keep your face and 

body language neutral. 

• Don’t indicate if they 
are right or wrong.

• Guide them to answer 
their own reader 
questions.

•	 DURING READING | Recognize when answers 
are found. Adhere the sticky question to the text 
detail that answers it (Round 3).

•	 DURING READING | Question unfamiliar words 
and predict their meanings (Round 2).
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Recognize the yearlong scaffold.

Recall individual text details/facts (is, has, 
does, can) using single ovals. 

Retell a section with a 1-3 word label/gist. 

 
CURRENT STATUSIMPLEMENTATION FOCUS

ROUND 4

Recognize the 
scaffold.
•	(K-2) Recall individual 
text details/facts.

•	(K-2) Retell a section 
with a 1-3 word label/
gist. 

•	(K-2) Put ALL section 
labels together to 
retell the whole text.

•	(Grades 1-2) Identify 
the main idea.

* 

Different sections/pages 
of the SAME text

Most kindergarten state 
standards do NOT include 
main-idea expectations.  

Retell the whole text by stretching each section 
label (in order) into a sentence.

Identify the main idea. 

The text is all about… The text is mostly about…

• Define mostly in terms 
of quantity.

• Model how to recognize 
a repeated detail.

• Tally repetitions.

• Generate a sentence 
with the repeated 
details.

KINDERGARTEN STOPS HERE

Watermelon
Watermelon is a juicy treat on a hot summer 

day.  It is made up of 92% water.  It is also very 
sweet.  Watermelon is a kind of berry which 
makes it a fruit.  

Watermelons grow on a vine.  They have a 
green rind, or outside, with dark green stripes.  
Inside the rind is pink flesh, the part you eat. All 
through the flesh, are black or white seeds. 

The watermelon first grew in South Africa.  
China is the largest producer of watermelon 
today.  Some people think explorers brought the 
watermelon to the United States.  Others think the 
Native Americans were already growing them. Picture 1: This is about…

Picture 2: These are both…
Picture 3: These are about…

Picture 4: These are all about…

ALL ABOUT | Reveal 
examples of text titles 
written as sentences.

ALL ABOUT | Build clip 
art “sets.” 

MOSTLY ABOUT | Utilize 
grade-level informational 
text. 

NEXT STEPS

is has

can
does

• Retell in oral sentences. 
• Write a retell in pictures/words.
• Write a retell in sentences.
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CURRENT STATUSIMPLEMENTATION FOCUS
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READERS SEE

TEXT  
ORGANIZATION

GRADES  6-12
comprehension

SKILL PURPOSE
Long and complex text is intimidating. Knowing this, an author 

intentionally presents the information in one of only six organizational 

patterns or text structures.

When a reader recognizes the invisible structure of a text, he can break 

it down into manageable chunks. He can then more easily see the 

development of ideas, anticipate the type of info he’ll learn, and see 

how paragraphs are related— all to improve overall comprehension.

GRADES 6-7

CCSS RL 5  |  INDIANA RL 3.1
Analyze how a particular 
sentence, chapter, scene, or 

stanza fits into the overall 
structure… and contributes to 

the development of the theme, 

setting, plot… or meaning. 

CCSS RI 8   |  INDIANA RN 4.1
Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims 

in a text, distinguishing claims 

supported… and assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound 

and the evidence is relevant and 

sufficient…

GRADES 9-12

CCSS RI 5  |  INDIANA RN 3.2
Analyze… how… ideas or claims are 

developed and refined… Evaluate the 

effectiveness of the structure… including 

whether the structure makes points clear, 

convincing, and engaging.

CCSS RL 5  |  INDIANA RL 3.1
Analyze how an author’s choices 

concerning how to structure a text… 

create such effects as mystery, tension, or 

surprise… as well as its aesthetic impact.

CCSS RI 8  |  INDIANA RN 4.1
Evaluate the argument and specific 

claims in a text, assessing whether the 

reasoning is valid and the evidence is 

relevant and sufficient…

CCSS RL 5  |  INDIANA RL 3.1
Compare and contrast the structure of 

two or more texts and analyze how the 

differing structure of each text contributes 

to its meaning and style.

GRADE 8

CCSS RI 8    |  INDIANA RN 4.1
Delineate and evaluate the argument and 

specific claims in a text, assessing whether 

the reasoning is sound and the evidence 

is relevant and sufficient; recognize when 

irrelevant evidence is introduced.

CCSS RI 5  |  INDIANA RN 3.2
Analyze how a particular 
sentence, paragraph, chapter, 

or section fits into the overall 

structure of a text and 
contributes to the development 

of the ideas.

CCSS RI 5  |  INDIANA RN 3.2
Analyze in detail the structure of a 

specific paragraph in a text, including the 

role of particular sentences in developing 

and refining a key concept.

CCSS RL 3  |  INDIANA RL 2.3
Analyze how particular 
elements of a story or drama 

interact… Describe how a 
particular story’s or drama’s plot 

unfolds in a series of episodes… 

CCSS RI 6  |  INDIANA RN 3.3
Determine an author’s… …
purpose in a text and analyze 

how it is conveyed.

CCSS RI 6  |  INDIANA RN 3.3
Determine an author’s… purpose in a text 

and analyze how the author acknowledges 

and responds to conflicting evidence or 

viewpoints.

CCSS RI 6  |  INDIANA RN 3.3
Determine an author’s… purpose in a 

text…, analyzing how style and content 

contribute to the power, persuasiveness 

or beauty of the text.

CCSS RL 3  |  INDIANA RL 2.3 
Analyze how particular lines of dialogue 

or incidents in a story or drama propel the 

action, reveal aspects of a character, or 

provoke a decision.

CCSS RL 3  |  INDIANA RL 2.3 
Analyze the impact of the author’s 

choices regarding how… complex 

characters… develop…, interact…, and 

advance the plot or develop the theme.

CCSS RI 3  |  INDIANA RN 2.3
Analyze how a text makes connections 

among and distinctions between 

individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through 

comparisons, analogies, or categories).

CCSS RI 3  |  INDIANA RN 2.3 
Analyze how the author unfolds… a set of 

ideas or sequence of events and explain 

how specific individuals, ideas, or events 

interact and develop over the course of 

the text.

ROUND 4

Teach/Model how to retell a persuasive text in order.  

Days 1-2 | Recognize nonfiction v. persuasive texts. 

•	 DAY 1  |  Teach the visible, physical differences among them. 
•	 DAY 2 |  Teach the invisible, structural similarities among them. 

Days 5-6 | Recognize the invisible organization of all persuasive text.

•	Summary
•	Report
•	Fact book

•	Opinion
•	Review
•	Advertisement
•	Commercial

Clarify nonfiction versus 
persuasive texts.

NONFICTION PERSUASIVE

INFORMATIONAL TEXT

•	Informs the 
reader.

•	Presents 
factual 
information.

•	Teaches, 
explains, 
describes, or 
compares 
information.

•	Persuades the 
reader.

•	Presents 
opinions & facts 
interpreted by 
the author.

•	Reveals 
opinions with 
facts, examples, 
quotes, and  
data as support.

WHAT
the author thinks

• WHAT I think = Opinion 

• WHY I think it = Reasons 
 

Days 3-4 | Introduce opinions.

Tie together Rounds 2-4 and connect to Author’s Purpose.

•	 Reveal authentic text examples. 
•	 Describe and define opinions. 
•	 Identify evidence of opinion within previously-read texts.
•	 CAUTION! Do NOT teach fact AND opinion.

Identify persuasive 
INFORMATIONAL texts. 
(Do NOT use LITERATURE.)

NEXT STEPS

Reason        

WHY the author thinks it

Specific 
points
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