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READERS

SUMMARIZE  
INFORMATION

GRADES 3-4comprehension

GRADE 3 GRADE 4

SKILL PURPOSE
Readers notice specific details about each of the story elements during 

reading— character, setting, problem, solution. Then, after reading, 
the reader retells only the most important details, in order. And 
beyond, he continues to think about the story and infers the lesson or 
theme the author was trying to teach.

A reader who knows the ingredients in all stories, and the order they 
follow, becomes a stronger and more organized narrative writer himself. 

SKILL PURPOSE
More than just recalling individual details about a text, readers must infer 

the most important information and the big ideas. This requires the 
Thinking Voice to summarize after reading. 

However, as texts get longer, readers recognize the value in stopping 
after each section during reading to execute a mini-summary. This aids 
their overall comprehension and helps them to determine the text’s 
main idea after reading.

CCSS RI 1              INDIANA RN 2.1
Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the text as the 
basis for the answers.

CCSS RI 2             INDIANA RN 2.2
Determine the main idea of a text; 
recount the key details and explain 
how they support the main idea.

CCSS RI 7             INDIANA RN 3.1
Use information gained from 
illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) 
and the words in a text to demonstrate 
understanding of the text (e.g., where, 
when, why, and how key events occur).

CCSS RI 1              INDIANA RN 2.1
Refer to details and examples in a 
text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text.

 

CCSS RI 2             INDIANA RN 2.2
Determine the main idea of a text and 
explain how it is supported by key 
details; summarize the text.

CCSS RI 7             INDIANA RN 3.1
Interpret information presented 
visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in 
charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, 
animations, or interactive elements 
on Web pages) and explain how 
the information contributes to an 
understanding of the text in which it 
appears.
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READERS SEE

TEXT  
ORGANIZATION

SKILL PURPOSE
An author organizes his text to help a reader navigate the information. 

Text features are visible tools an author may include to help a reader 
find specific information quickly, better understand the information, or 
to add more information beyond what was stated in the main text.

Text structure is the invisible organization of the sentences and 
paragraphs. An informational-text author uses one of six organizational 
patterns to help the reader follow his ideas from beginning to end. 

GRADES  4-5comprehension

GRADE 4

CCSS RI 7 INDIANA RN 3.1

CCSS RI 8 INDIANA RN 4.1 

CCSS RI 5 INDIANA RN 3.2

Explain major differences between poems, 
drama, and prose, and refer to the structural 
elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) 
and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, 
descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when 
writing or speaking about a text.

Interpret information presented visually, 
orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive 
elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of 
the text in which it appears.

Explain how an author uses reasons and 
evidence to support particular points in a text.

Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of 
events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text 
or part of a text.

GRADE 5
CCSS RL 5 INDIANA RL 3.1

CCSS RI 7 INDIANA RN 3.1

CCSS RI 8 INDIANA RN 4.1 

CCSS RI 5 INDIANA RN 3.2

Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or 
stanzas fits together to provide the overall 
structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.

Draw on information from multiple print or 
digital sources, demonstrating the ability to 
locate an answer to a question quickly or to 
solve a problem efficiently.

Explain how an author uses reasons and 
evidence to support particular points in a 
text, identifying which reasons and evidence 
support which point(s).

Compare and contrast the overall structure 
(e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in two or more texts.

CCSS RL 5 INDIANA RL 3.1
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