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 GRADES 

K-2
IMPLEMENTATION FOCUS CURRENT STATUS NEXT STEPS

• STATUS CHECK! Use 
these weeks to check 
for students’ overall 
understanding of story- 
element knowledge. 

• Prepare for the transition 
from RECALL to RETELL. 

• Use this “buffer” time to 
reteach story-element 
knowledge, as needed.

Use whole-class read alouds as formative 
assessments to determine IF/WHAT need to reteach. 

Identify NEW stories that 
students will read in the 
next couple of weeks. 
• WHOLE-CLASS  

READ ALOUDS

• SMALL-GROUP READING

• INDEPENDENT STATIONS

Mark places to stop to have 
students identify story-
element details learned. 

Identify what they are NOT 
noticing about a certain 
story element.

Are they looking to learn 
more about that story 
element throughout the 
text?

Determine WHAT to 
reteach to WHOM.

Class, we are going to read ___. It is a story. What 
ingredients/types of information do you expect it to 
include?

What types of details (per story element) are you 
listening for? (What should your Thinking Voice be 
listening for?) Details about…

Problem

____________ 

____________ 

____________ 

Solution

____________ 

____________ 

____________

Character

____________ 

____________ 

____________

____________

Setting

When: _______

______________ 

Where: ______

______________
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CURRENT STATUS NEXT STEPSIMPLEMENTATION FOCUS

DAY 1— 
• Reveal the T-Chart and its parts (rows, columns, lines of 

separation, categories, etc.). 
• Address the Venn Diagram, if needed. 
• Teach Step 1: List known details for photo A as the I do. 
• Teach Step 2: List details for photo B as the We do. 

ROUND 1
Identify pairs of 
photographs (or picture 
book illustrations) that 
could be used for mini-
lessons on Days 1-4. 

DAY 3
• Review Steps 1-2 and introduce Step 3. 
• Introduce academic vocabulary: exact same and obvious difference. 
• Model Step 3 and how to look across the rows to identify same and different. (I do 

with one row; We do with the second row.)

DAY 4— Apply Steps 1-3 with a third category. 

 

DAY 5— Apply Steps 1-3 with different photos OR two previously-read texts.

DAY 2— Repeat Steps 1 and 2 with a second category for 
the same two images (e.g., I-do and We-do experiences)

GRADE 2— Introduce the 
concept of similar (versus 
same). 

Don’t rush to model 
comparative thinking with 
print text.  
• Emphasize listing multiple 

same and different details 
per row.

• Add more to each row. 

• This is (one of) the 
last standard listed 
intentionally. 

• The focus is to teach the 
comparative thinking 
process. 
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CURRENT STATUS NEXT STEPSIMPLEMENTATION FOCUS

FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS FOR EVERY LEVEL
Regardless of the students’ writing level, grade level, or EL level— all responses to 
reading include the same basic ingredients. Teach these writing-about-reading skills 
while honoring that the “written” product may be spoken, drawn, labeled, listed, or 
written in sentences. 

1

THE BASIC WHAT & WHY RESPONSE

3
5

4

Readers convert the last thought as a reader into the first thought as a writer. 
Read-write responses begin with the answer to the question. Return to the 
Inference Silhouette to identify where the answer lives— in the neck.

• Explain the flip-flop between the reading and writing processes. Readers 1) 
Collect details outside the head, 2) Think about them inside the head, 3) Infer the 
answer in the neck. Writers reveal the answer first. The last reader thought is the 
first writer thought. 

• Using previous thinking, stretch the answers (from the neck) into complete 
thoughts (e.g., brave v. The girl was brave.). 

Readers repeat key details from the question/prompt within the response. 
It becomes clear why context is necessary when responses are separated from 
their original questions. A response like I think he is because he didn’t know is very 
confusing unless the reader knew the original question.  

• Introduce the Goldilocks principle— Don’t restate too much or give too little. 
• Reread comprehension questions and identify what are key words that should 

be included within the response (i.e., important versus unimportant words).
• Avoid because. Let the first sentence serve as a general or topic sentence for 

specific supporting details to follow.

Readers include evidence to support their thinking. 
Writing-about-reading responses include two parts— the WHAT and the WHY.

• PART 1: WHAT the reader thinks or believes (i.e., the answer).
• PART 2: WHY he thinks or feels it (i.e., the evidence). 
• Provide universal sentence starters to introduce text details (e.g., According to 

the passage… One detail from the reading…, etc.). 
• Identify the author’s words that serve as proof. 
• Determine precisely which words should be lifted from the text. (It’s usually a 

couple words— not a complete sentence.) Decide how much of the original 
sentence is needed. 

• Model how to connect the sentence starter to the textual evidence.
• Add quotation marks around the author’s words used in the written response. 

Readers provide multiple pieces of text evidence. 
• Answers are strengthened with more support. One text detail isn’t enough. 
• Review the Inference Silhouette. Several details helped the reader make the 

inference, so cite several details in the written response. 
• Choose text details from different places in the text. 
• Vary the sentence starters/sentence beginnings for each evidence-based sentence. 

2

Readers explain their thinking in a concluding statement.
Identify the 3 parts of a concluding statement:

This shows…
This demonstrates…

because
since

In the text…
The text states…
According to the passage…
According to the text…
It was written that…which…
For instance…
For example…
An example is…
The author states…
The author wrote…
One example from the text…

THE READING PROCESS

Collect 
relevant 
details from
the text.

EVIDENCE
Put the details 
together to 
figure out the 
answer.

INFERENCE

detail
detail

detail

Inference

I’m thinking...
It reminds 
me of...

Identify the text 
details that 
were most 
helpful.

EVIDENCE
Reveal the 
answer. 

INFERENCE
THE WRITING PROCESS

How are these details examples of ____ (the inference)?
What do these details imply about _____ (the inference)?

 1. Restate the original  
     answer or inference.

consequently
as a result

2. Add a conjunction  
    or transition.

3. Explain, interpret, or define how the 
evidence supports the answer/inference. 

THE COMPREHENSION PLAYBOOK              © SMEKENS EDUCATION SOLUTIONS, INC.

Recognize the THREE TYPES of writing products. 

1. Informative— Recall details/pieces of information.  

2. Narrative— Retell the whole story.  

3. Opinion— Support an inference.
• Understand the 

purpose of the writing 
mini-lesson at the end 
of “each” round.

• Treat this as a mini-
lesson— not a writing 
task.

PICTORIAL
RESPONSES

ORAL
RESPONSES

SENTENCE
RESPONSES

LISTED
RESPONSES

LABELED
RESPONSES

Take stock of the read-write 
skills taught.
1.	Determine which plays/

rounds include inferential 
thinking used in the write 
mini-lesson day. 

2.	Identify the stage(s) of most 
writers in your room. 

3.	 Assess which skills have 
been explicitly taught IN 
THAT STAGE!

Create/Adjust an anchor 
chart to adapt fluidly 
to all W.A.R. skills and 
developmental writing 
stages.
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u

1
3

5
4

Readers 
convert the last 
thought as a 
reader into the 
first thought  
as a writer. 

Readers repeat 
key details from 
the question/
prompt within 
the response. 

Readers 
include 
evidence to 
support their 
thinking.

Readers 
provide 
multiple 
pieces of text 
evidence. 

2

Readers 
explain their 
thinking in a 
concluding 
statement. 

THE COMPREHENSION PLAYBOOK                                                      © SMEKENS EDUCATION SOLUTIONS, INC.

PICTORIAL RESPONSES

Say the answer in a complete sentence WHILE 
pointing at the illustration that best depicts it. 

Draw the answer AND say it in a simple sentence.
• Apply known picture details— accurate color, size, 

shape, setting, facial expressions, etc.

Say the answer in a single complete sentence MERGING it with 1-2 key words 
from the original question/prompt.

• Punctuate the end of the oral sentence with a breath, avoiding because.

Orally introduce the BEST text evidence with a sentence starter 
WHILE pointing at an actual word/picture detail in the text 
(e.g., The illustration shows…, The text states…).

Draw ONE additional detail in the pictorial writing to represent text evidence.
• Include a close-up detail taught previously in the writer’s workshop— 

adjectives, sensory details, action, movement, speech bubbles, etc. 
• Point at the drawn detail and orally state it using a sentence starter (e.g., The 

illustration shows…, The text states…).

Orally introduce the SECOND-BEST text evidence using a sentence starter 
WHILE pointing at an actual word/picture detail in the text (e.g., A second 
detail in the illustration…, The text also states…).

Add a SECOND close-up detail in the pictorial writing to represent the SECOND-
BEST text evidence.

• Point at the drawn detail and orally state it using a sentence starter (e.g., A 
second detail in the illustration…, The text also states…).

Say the answer in a complete sentence using a concluding sentence starter (e.g., 
This proves…).

Say the answer in a complete sentence (e.g., This proves…) CONNECTING it to the 
Thinking Voice explanation using a conjunction (e.g., because, so, since, etc.).

u

u

u

u

Suggested writing templates.

Draw the 
answer.

Draw the 
answer.

Draw 
ONE text 
detail.  

Draw the 
answer.

Draw ONE 
text detail.  

Draw a 
SECOND 

text detail.  

(Same template as above. 
Nothing new added.)

(Same template as above. 
Nothing new added.)

THEN, incorporate these ingredients in 
your I-do and We-do modeled examples.

If most students WRITE IN PICTURES…
THEN, teach these 
W.A.R. skills. 
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LABELED RESPONSES

u
u

u

u

u

1
3

5
4

2

THE COMPREHENSION PLAYBOOK                                                      © SMEKENS EDUCATION SOLUTIONS, INC.

If most students LABEL WITH LETTERS/WORDS…
THEN, teach these 
W.A.R. skills. 

Find the illustration that best depicts the answer AND label it with a sticky note.

Draw the answer AND label it.
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, letter formation) and 

picture details (e.g., color, size, shape, setting, facial expressions, etc.).

Say the answer in a single complete sentence MERGING it with 1-2 key words from the 
original question/prompt.

• Punctuate the end of the oral sentence with a breath, avoiding because.

Find the BEST text evidence (a word/picture detail in the text) AND 
label it with a sticky note.

• Say a complete sentence, introducing the evidence using a  
sentence starter (e.g., The illustration shows…, The text states…).

Draw and label ONE additional detail to represent text evidence.
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., initial/end sounds, whole words, 2-word labels) and 

picture details (e.g., adjectives, sensory details, movement, speech bubbles, etc.).

THEN, incorporate these ingredients in 
your I-do and We-do modeled examples. Suggested writing templates.

Label

Draw & 
label ONE 
text detail.

Readers 
convert the last 
thought as a 
reader into the 
first thought  
as a writer. 

Readers repeat 
key details from 
the question/
prompt within 
the response. 

Label
Draw & 
label ONE 
text detail.

Draw & 
label the 

answer.

Draw & label 
a THIRD text 
detail.Label

Find the SECOND-BEST text evidence (a word/picture detail in the text) 
AND label it with a sticky note.

• Say a complete sentence, introducing the evidence using a sentence 
starter (e.g., A second detail in the illustration…, The text also states…).

Draw and label a SECOND additional detail to represent text evidence.
• Point at the drawn detail and orally state it using a sentence starter (e.g., A second 

detail in the illustration…, The text also states…).

Strengthen the answer with additional evidence drawn and labeled (e.g., third detail).

1

2
1

Say the answer in a complete sentence using a concluding sentence starter (e.g., 
This proves…).

Say the answer in a single complete sentence (e.g., This proves…) CONNECTING it to 
the Thinking Voice explanation using a conjunction (e.g., because, so, since, etc.).

(Same template as above. 
Nothing new added.)

(Same template as above. 
Nothing new added.)

Readers 
include 
evidence to 
support their 
thinking.

Readers 
provide 
multiple 
pieces of text 
evidence. 

Readers 
explain their 
thinking in a 
concluding 
statement. 

Label

Label

Label

Draw & 
label the 

answer.

Draw & 
label the 
answer.

Draw a 
SECOND 

text detail.  Label
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If most students LIST WORDS & PHRASES…
THEN, teach these 
W.A.R. skills. 

THEN, incorporate these ingredients in 
your I-do and We-do modeled examples.

u

u
u

u

u

1
3

5
4

2
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Write the answer on the top line. (Compare it to the list title.) 
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word 

phrases, etc.). 
• Draw picture to match letters/words.

Write the answer on the top line WITH 1-2 key words from the original 
question/prompt. (This will likely be a phrase.)

• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word 
phrases, etc.). 

• Avoid because.

Write the BEST text evidence on the second line of the list.
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word 

phrases, etc.). 
• Draw picture to match letters/words.
• Say a complete sentence, introducing the evidence using a  

sentence starter (e.g., The illustration shows…, The text states…).

Readers 
convert the last 
thought as a 
reader into the 
first thought  
as a writer. 

Readers repeat 
key details from 
the question/
prompt within 
the response. 

Write the SECOND-BEST text evidence on the third line of the list.
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word 

phrases, etc.). 
• Draw picture to match letters/words.
• Say a complete sentence, introducing the evidence using a  

sentence starter (e.g., A second detail in the illustration…, The text 
also states…).

Strengthen the answer with additional evidence listed (e.g., third detail).

Say the answer in a single complete sentence (e.g., This proves…) 
CONNECTING it to the Thinking Voice explanation using a 
conjunction (e.g., because, so, since, etc.).

detail

(Same template as above. 
Nothing new added.)

(Same template as above. 
Nothing new added.)

word/phrase

word/phrase

word/phrase

detail

detail

detail

LISTED RESPONSES
Suggested writing templates.

detail

detail

Readers 
include 
evidence to 
support their 
thinking.

Readers 
provide 
multiple 
pieces of text 
evidence. 

Readers explain 
their thinking 
in a concluding 
statement. 

Answer

AnswerAnswer

AnswerAnswer Answer

Draw & 
write the 
answer.

Write
(& draw) 

ONE detail.

Write the 
answer.

Write (& draw) TWO or more details.
Write the answer.
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If most students WRITE SIMPLE SENTENCES…
THEN, teach these 
W.A.R. skills. 

THEN, incorporate these ingredients in 
your I-do and We-do modeled examples.

u

u

u

u

u

1
3

5
4

Readers 
provide 
multiple 
pieces of text 
evidence. 

2
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Write the answer, stretching it into a complete sentence. 
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word phrases, etc.) 

and sentence conventions (e.g., spacing, capitalization, punctuation).
• OPTIONAL: Draw picture to match written words.

Write a single complete sentence MERGING the answer AND 1-2 key words from 
the original question/prompt.

• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word phrases, etc.) 
and sentence conventions (e.g., spacing, capitalization, punctuation).

• Avoid because.

Write a second sentence, this one that states the BEST text evidence.
• Identify the words from the passage that provide evidence. 
• Merge a sentence starter with the evidence, creating a single sentence (e.g., 

The illustration shows…, The text states…).
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word phrases, 

etc.) and sentence conventions (e.g., spacing, capitalization, punctuation).

Readers 
convert the last 
thought as a 
reader into the 
first thought  
as a writer. 

Readers repeat 
key details from 
the question/
prompt within 
the response. 

Readers include 
evidence to 
support their 
thinking.

Write a third sentence, this one that states the SECOND-BEST text evidence.
• Identify the words from the passage that provide evidence. 
• Merge a sentence starter with the evidence, creating a single sentence (e.g.,  

A second detail in the illustration…, The text also states…).
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word phrases, etc.) 

and sentence conventions (e.g., spacing, capitalization, punctuation).

Strengthen the answer with additional sentences of evidence.

Write the final sentence CONNECTING the answer (e.g., This proves…) to the 
Thinking Voice explanation using a conjunction (e.g., because, so, since, etc.).

Suggested writing templates.

SENTENCE RESPONSES

Readers explain 
their thinking 
in a concluding 
statement. 

sentence

Sentence

Sentence

Sentence

Sentence

Sentence

Sentence
sentence

sentence

Sentence

Sentence
sentence

sentence

sentence

sentence

Sentence

Sentence
sentence

sentence

sentence
sentence

sentence

Write the 
answer.

Write the 
answer with 
key words 
from the 
question/
prompt.

Write the 
answer.

Write ONE 
sentence of 
evidence.

Write the 
answer.

Write TWO 
or more 
sentences 
of evidence.

Write answer.

Write TWO 
or more 
sentences of 
evidence.

Write the 
explanation.

4. Integrate expectations 
into You-do practice (e.g., 
small groups, whole-class 
read alouds, literacy-station 
activities, etc.).

Grades K-2 | Playbook Pro Coaching Session | December 
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u

1
3

5
4

Readers 
convert the last 
thought as a 
reader into the 
first thought  
as a writer. 

Readers repeat 
key details from 
the question/
prompt within 
the response. 

Readers 
include 
evidence to 
support their 
thinking.

Readers 
provide 
multiple 
pieces of text 
evidence. 

2

Readers 
explain their 
thinking in a 
concluding 
statement. 

PICTORIAL RESPONSES

Say the answer in a complete sentence WHILE 
pointing at the illustration that best depicts it. 

Draw the answer AND say it in a simple sentence.
• Apply known picture details— accurate color, size, 

shape, setting, facial expressions, etc.

Say the answer in a single complete sentence MERGING it with 1-2 key words 
from the original question/prompt.

• Punctuate the end of the oral sentence with a breath, avoiding because.

Orally introduce the BEST text evidence with a sentence starter 
WHILE pointing at an actual word/picture detail in the text 
(e.g., The illustration shows…, The text states…).

Draw ONE additional detail in the pictorial writing to represent text evidence.
• Include a close-up detail taught previously in the writer’s workshop— 

adjectives, sensory details, action, movement, speech bubbles, etc. 
• Point at the drawn detail and orally state it using a sentence starter (e.g., The 

illustration shows…, The text states…).

Orally introduce the SECOND-BEST text evidence using a sentence starter 
WHILE pointing at an actual word/picture detail in the text (e.g., A second 
detail in the illustration…, The text also states…).

Add a SECOND close-up detail in the pictorial writing to represent the SECOND-
BEST text evidence.

• Point at the drawn detail and orally state it using a sentence starter (e.g., A 
second detail in the illustration…, The text also states…).

Say the answer in a complete sentence using a concluding sentence starter (e.g., 
This proves…).

Say the answer in a complete sentence (e.g., This proves…) CONNECTING it to the 
Thinking Voice explanation using a conjunction (e.g., because, so, since, etc.).

u

u

u

u

Suggested writing templates.

Draw the 
answer.

Draw the 
answer.

Draw 
ONE text 
detail.  

Draw the 
answer.

Draw ONE 
text detail.  

Draw a 
SECOND 

text detail.  

(Same template as above. 
Nothing new added.)

(Same template as above. 
Nothing new added.)

THEN, incorporate these ingredients in 
your I-do and We-do modeled examples.

If most students WRITE IN PICTURES…
THEN, teach these 
W.A.R. skills. 
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LABELED RESPONSES

u
u

u

u

u

1
3

5
4

2
If most students LABEL WITH LETTERS/WORDS…
THEN, teach these 
W.A.R. skills. 

Find the illustration that best depicts the answer AND label it with a sticky note.

Draw the answer AND label it.
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, letter formation) and 

picture details (e.g., color, size, shape, setting, facial expressions, etc.).

Circle/Label the 1-2 key words from the original question/prompt. 
• Say the answer in a single complete sentence MERGING it with 1-2 key 

words from the original question/prompt.
• Punctuate the end of the oral sentence with a breath, avoiding because.

Find the BEST text evidence (a word/picture detail in the text) AND 
label it with a sticky note.

• Say a complete sentence, introducing the evidence using a  
sentence starter (e.g., The illustration shows…, The text states…).

Draw and label ONE additional detail to represent text evidence.
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., initial/end sounds, whole words, 2-word labels) and 

picture details (e.g., adjectives, sensory details, movement, speech bubbles, etc.).

THEN, incorporate these ingredients in 
your I-do and We-do modeled examples. Suggested writing templates.

Label

Draw & 
label ONE 
text detail.

Readers 
convert the last 
thought as a 
reader into the 
first thought  
as a writer. 

Readers repeat 
key details from 
the question/
prompt within 
the response. 

Label
Draw & 
label ONE 
text detail.

Draw & 
label the 
answer.

Draw & label 
a THIRD text 
detail.Label

Find the SECOND-BEST text evidence (a word/picture detail in the text) 
AND label it with a sticky note.

• Say a complete sentence, introducing the evidence using a sentence 
starter (e.g., A second detail in the illustration…, The text also states…).

Draw and label a SECOND additional detail to represent text evidence.
• Point at the drawn detail and orally state it using a sentence starter (e.g., A second 

detail in the illustration…, The text also states…).

Strengthen the answer with additional evidence drawn and labeled (e.g., third detail).

1

2
1

Say the answer in a complete sentence using a concluding sentence starter (e.g., 
This proves…).

Say the answer in a single complete sentence (e.g., This proves…) CONNECTING it to 
the Thinking Voice explanation using a conjunction (e.g., because, so, since, etc.).

(Same template as above. 
Nothing new added.)

(Same templates as above. 
Nothing new added.)

Readers 
include 
evidence to 
support their 
thinking.

Readers 
provide 
multiple 
pieces of text 
evidence. 

Readers 
explain their 
thinking in a 
concluding 
statement. 

Label

Label

Label

Draw & 
label the 
answer.

Draw & 
label the 
answer.

Draw a 
SECOND 

text detail.  Label
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If most students LIST WORDS & PHRASES…
THEN, teach these 
W.A.R. skills. 

THEN, incorporate these ingredients in 
your I-do and We-do modeled examples.

u

u
u

u

u

1
3

5
4

2

Write the answer on the top line. (Compare it to the list title.) 
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word 

phrases, etc.). 
• Draw picture to match letters/words.

Write the answer on the top line WITH 1-2 key words from the original 
question/prompt. (This will likely be a phrase.)

• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word 
phrases, etc.). 

• Avoid because.

Write the BEST text evidence on the second line of the list.
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word 

phrases, etc.). 
• Draw picture to match letters/words.
• Say a complete sentence, introducing the evidence using a  

sentence starter (e.g., The illustration shows…, The text states…).

Readers 
convert the last 
thought as a 
reader into the 
first thought  
as a writer. 

Readers repeat 
key details from 
the question/
prompt within 
the response. 

Write the SECOND-BEST text evidence on the third line of the list.
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word 

phrases, etc.). 
• Draw picture to match letters/words.
• Say a complete sentence, introducing the evidence using a  

sentence starter (e.g., A second detail in the illustration…, The text 
also states…).

Strengthen the answer with additional evidence listed (e.g., third detail).

Say the answer in a single complete sentence (e.g., This proves…) 
CONNECTING it to the Thinking Voice explanation using a 
conjunction (e.g., because, so, since, etc.).

detail

(Same template as above. 
Nothing new added.)

(Same template as above. 
Nothing new added.)

word/phrase

word/phrase

word/phrase

detail

detail

detail

LISTED RESPONSES
Suggested writing templates.

detail

detail

Readers 
include 
evidence to 
support their 
thinking.

Readers 
provide 
multiple 
pieces of text 
evidence. 

Readers explain 
their thinking 
in a concluding 
statement. 

Answer

AnswerAnswer

AnswerAnswer Answer

Draw & 
write the 
answer.

Write
(& draw) 

ONE detail.

Write the 
answer.

Write (& draw) TWO or more details.
Write the answer.
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If most students WRITE SIMPLE SENTENCES…
THEN, teach these 
W.A.R. skills. 

THEN, incorporate these ingredients in 
your I-do and We-do modeled examples.

u

u

u

u

u

1
3

5
4

Readers 
provide 
multiple 
pieces of text 
evidence. 

2

Write the answer, stretching it into a complete sentence. 
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word phrases, etc.) 

and sentence conventions (e.g., spacing, capitalization, punctuation).
• OPTIONAL: Draw picture to match written words.

Write a single complete sentence MERGING the answer AND 1-2 key words from 
the original question/prompt.

• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word phrases, etc.) 
and sentence conventions (e.g., spacing, capitalization, punctuation).

• Avoid because.

Write a second sentence, providing the BEST text evidence in this statement.
• Identify the words from the passage that provide evidence. 
• Merge a sentence starter with the evidence, creating a single sentence (e.g., 

The illustration shows…, The text states…).
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word phrases, 

etc.) and sentence conventions (e.g., spacing, capitalization, punctuation).

Readers 
convert the last 
thought as a 
reader into the 
first thought  
as a writer. 

Readers repeat 
key details from 
the question/
prompt within 
the response. 

Readers include 
evidence to 
support their 
thinking.

Write a third sentence, providing the SECOND-BEST text evidence.
• Identify the words from the passage that provide evidence. 
• Merge a sentence starter with the evidence, creating a single sentence (e.g.,  

A second detail in the illustration…, The text also states…).
• Apply known phonics skills (e.g., sound-stretch spelling, 2-3 word phrases, etc.) 

and sentence conventions (e.g., spacing, capitalization, punctuation).

Strengthen the answer with additional sentences of evidence.

Write the final sentence CONNECTING the answer (e.g., This proves…) to the 
Thinking Voice explanation using a conjunction (e.g., because, so, since, etc.).

Suggested writing templates.

SENTENCE RESPONSES

Readers explain 
their thinking 
in a concluding 
statement. 

sentence

Sentence

Sentence

Sentence

Sentence

Sentence

Sentence
sentence

sentence

Sentence

Sentence
sentence

sentence

sentence

sentence

Sentence

Sentence
sentence

sentence

sentence
sentence

sentence

Write the 
answer.

Write the 
answer with 
key words 
from the 
question/
prompt.

Write the 
answer.

Write ONE 
sentence of 
evidence.

Write the 
answer.

Write TWO 
or more 
sentences 
of evidence.

Write answer.

Write TWO or 
more sentences 
of evidence.

Write the 
explanation.


