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READERS

SUMMARIZE  

INFORMATION

GRADES 3-4
comprehension

GRADE 3 GRADE 4

SKILL PURPOSE
Readers notice specific details about each of the story elements during 

reading— character, setting, problem, solution. Then, after reading, 

the reader retells only the most important details, in order. And 

beyond, he continues to think about the story and infers the lesson or 

theme the author was trying to teach.

A reader who knows the ingredients in all stories, and the order they 

follow, becomes a stronger and more organized narrative writer himself. 

SKILL PURPOSE
More than just recalling individual details about a text, readers must infer 

the most important information and the big ideas. This requires the 

Thinking Voice to summarize after reading. 

However, as texts get longer, readers recognize the value in stopping 

after each section during reading to execute a mini-summary. This aids 

their overall comprehension and helps them to determine the text’s 

main idea after reading.

CCSS RI 1              INDIANA RN 2.1

Ask and answer questions to 

demonstrate understanding of a text, 

referring explicitly to the text as the 

basis for the answers.

CCSS RI 2             INDIANA RN 2.2

Determine the main idea of a text; 

recount the key details and explain 

how they support the main idea.

CCSS RI 7             INDIANA RN 3.1

Use information gained from 

illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) 

and the words in a text to demonstrate 

understanding of the text (e.g., where, 

when, why, and how key events occur).

CCSS RI 1              INDIANA RN 2.1

Refer to details and examples in a 

text when explaining what the text 

says explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text.

 

CCSS RI 2             INDIANA RN 2.2

Determine the main idea of a text and 

explain how it is supported by key 

details; summarize the text.

CCSS RI 7             INDIANA RN 3.1

Interpret information presented 

visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in 

charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, 

animations, or interactive elements 

on Web pages) and explain how 

the information contributes to an 

understanding of the text in which it 

appears.

ROUND 1

ROUND 2

ROUND 3

• GRADES 3-4 | summarize

• GRADES 3-4 | main idea

ROUND 1

ROUND 2

• GRADES 5-6 | summarize

• GRADES 5-6 | main idea

SUMMARIZE: Revise the summaries 
generated earlier in the week. 

Recognize how summarization feeds main idea.

• Summarize a section with a 1-3 word label/gist.

• Summarize ALL sections 
of a whole text.

• Stretch labels into 
sentences to write a 
summary paragraph.

Summarization requires a 2-step process. 
STEP 1 | Reading Voice collects details.
STEP 2 | Thinking Voice adds a label.

INFERENCE: Determine the main 
idea of the passage.

MAIN-IDEA
STATEMENT:

Infer the Main Idea
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How Animals “Talk” 
Humans communicate with one another all the time. We talk, phone, 
write, and email. But animals can’t do any of these things. How do they 
communicate?

We’ve all heard dogs growl and bark and cats meow and purr. Making 
sounds is the most common form of animal “talk.” Dogs make sounds when 
they’re scared, happy, or angry. They make sounds to warn you. Gorillas and 
beavers make throaty sounds. Some animals, such as grasshoppers, make 
sounds by rubbing their legs together.

Other animals communicate through marking. Black bears mark their 
territory by biting and clawing trees. Other kinds of marking include deer 
scratching their horns on a tree trunk or foxes spraying urine on a bush.

Some animals watch for clues from other members of their species. 
Honeybees dance to show others in their hive where a new food source 
is located. Electric eels and lightning bugs flash lights to send signals to 
mates. Dogs bow to let other dogs know they want to play.

Scent is a way that animals communicate, too. Certain female animals send 
out smells that attract males. And none of us wants to be around when a 
skunk feels threatened!

Some animals “get physical” to communicate. For example, wolves wrestle 
to figure out their rank in the pack.

IDENTIFY REPEATING IDEAS
Same wordSame word
SynonymsSynonyms
PronounsPronouns

Descriptive phrasesDescriptive phrases
Figurative languageFigurative language
Related detailsRelated details

TRY OUT VERSIONS OF A 
MAIN-IDEA STATEMENT

Animals talk by making sounds, 
marks, moves, and scents.

animals, 
talk

noises, 
sounds

mark

moving

scent, 
smells

Animals do things to talk 
like make noises, mark 
things, move around, and 
make smells. 

Animals do things to talk 
like make noises, marks 
things, move around, and 
make smells. scents to talk.

PUT THE FINAL VERSION AT THE TOP OF THE TEXT.

TALLY THE IDEAS REPEATED

www.kiwikidsnews.co.nz
Short articles with recall 
questions below.

youngzine.org/article_briefs
Longer articles written in 
short summary briefs. 

The Kid Who Invented the 
Popsicle, Don 
Wulffson 
One-page 
accounts of 
familiar 
inventions.

• Emphasize that an accurate and objective main 
idea is the goal. 

• Acknowledge that writing less is harder. 
• Define mostly in terms of quantity.
• Model how to recognize a repeated detail.

Grab your pen and edit 
Text Considerations for the 
main-idea lesson focus.

• Use the tallied words to generate a single- 
sentence summary.

• Wean off the use of color. Rather, type repeated 
ideas into the “window” of a constructed response. 

Provide a strategy to track repetition (e.g., 
tally sheet or annotation).

Summarize the summary 
into a main-idea statement.

Teach/Model how to write out the thinking from earlier in the week.

TEXT 
CONSIDERATIONS

Identify two NEW SHORT 
informational texts for 
this mini-lesson series.
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CURRENT STATUS NEXT STEPSIMPLEMENTATION FOCUS

DAY 1— What is a synthesis?
• Edit anchor chart numbers.

• Emphasize TWO steps: 1) Collect, 2) Combine.

ROUND 2 • Use visual texts with 
lots of “details” before 
progressing to print 
text. 

DAYS 2-3— Provide a synthesis to be proven.
• Return to Writing from Sources.

• Emphasize TWO steps within one document.

DAYS 4-5— Synthesize a NEW idea from preselected details.
• Return to Writing from Sources.

• Model the process for a working synthesis. 

• Acknowledge that 1-2 syntheses are easier— coming up with 3-4 is harder.  

Recognize how the previous 
comprehension skills are 
inter-related and build. 

• Reader Voices, WEEK 2 
Take notes on 1 text.

• Summarize Information, 
ROUNDS 1/2 | Summarize 1 
text.

• Synthesize Ideas, ROUND 1 
Take notes on multiple texts.

• Summarize Information, 
ROUNDS 2/3 | Infer the main 
idea of 1 text.

• Synthesize Ideas, ROUND 2 
Combine individual author 
ideas to generate a new 
reader idea/understanding.

• Consider topics and 
text “sets” read first 
semester. Type up 
Reading-Voice notes 
before this lesson series.

• Wean off the graphic 
organizer to scratch 
paper.

• Describe how synthesis feels (e.g., shoes, junk drawers).

• Introduce the Synthesis Test. 

• This is another…
• This is like (the first detail) 

in that…
• This also…
• This is kind of…
• If you think about it as…, 

then it’s similar to the first 
detail because…
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