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 GRADES 

7-12
IMPLEMENTATION FOCUS CURRENT STATUS NEXT STEPS

ROUND 3

ROUND 3 | REFINE A THEME STATEMENT.
• The author believes that… (e.g., Lesson topic + What about it).
• Remove text-specific references. 
• Return to the collected evidence regarding 
  character change. 

THEME = Lesson/Archetype

 
 

 

Theme instruction 
requires previously-read 
texts. 

Theme practice utilizes 
new texts. 

READING 
VOICE

THINKING
VOICE

INFERENCE

+

=

• WHOLE CLASS maintains an 
ongoing “Theme Board.” 

• WHOLE CLASS practices with 
paper snowball activity. 

• SMALL GROUPS practice 
with animated video 
shorts & movies. 

• INDIVIDUALS practice with 
website matching.

Common assessment 
formats include:

PART A/B | Which 
statement best describes 
the theme of the 
passage? Select TWO 
sentences from the 
passage to support your 
choice in Part A.

MULTIPLE CHOICE | 
Which of the following 
best describes the theme 
of the passage?

This text deals with all 
of the following themes, 
except: 

WRITTEN RESPONSE 
Identify a theme within 
this passage and 
explain how the author 
developed it.

Assess for known and 
unknown. 
• MONITOR= Misinterpreting 

the “correct” lesson topic.
• MONITOR: Need to 

build more background 
knowledge on recurring 
themes/archetypes.ROUND 4 | SUPPORT A THEME STATEMENT.

• Reveals how and where the theme is implied  
   throughout the plot. 

BEGINNING ENDING

CHARACTER CHANGE

What did
he learn?

Why did he change?
What caused the change?

What did he realize?

• What is better about the character’s action/attitude at the end versus the beginning?
• What was at stake if the character didn’t change his actions/attitude? 

• How come the character finally decided to change?
• What did the character learn that caused him to change?

• What did he come to value about (this lesson topic)?
• What did he realize about (the lesson topic)?

• Bridge the character details and the theme.

• Build background on recurring themes/archetypes.
subtopics.
Recognize 3 broad lesson categories and
ROUND 2 | INTRODUCE THEME AS A LESSON.

lead to inferring theme.
Recognize the scaffold of smaller skills that 
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STEP 3
Infer the impact that this 
technique has on the 
overall message and tone. 

STEP 1
Identify words/phrases within 
the passage and name the 
literary technique used. 

ROUND 2

 
CURRENT STATUS NEXT STEPSIMPLEMENTATION FOCUS

Connect the previous 
week to this week.

• Summarize literature. 
WHAT the author said.

• Analyze author choices.  
HOW the author said it.

Define literary analysis.

• Analysis | Identify, 
interpret, and  describe its 
impact

• Evaluation | Critique 
it, judge it. Effective v. 
ineffective? Does it work? 
Work well?

Identify grade-specific expectations. 
• Figurative language   • Allusions (mythological, biblical, literary)
• Literary devices, techniques, style • Word choice, connotation
• Medium & format choices (Round 3)  • Details stated; details omitted

 

STEP 2
Discern what the detail 
means— what was 
implied by the author.

GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS

COMPARISONS
The triplets of the family who, although 
not identical, are always being compared 
to each other.

• Metaphor – Create a direct comparison 
between two unlike things.

• Simile – Create an indirect comparison 
between two things using “like” or “as.”

• Personification – Describe an 
inanimate object with human 
characteristics.

CONTRADICTIONS
The four teenagers of the family that 
constantly contradict one another.

• Irony – Create an unexpected twist  
in a situation.

• Pun – Create a humorous play on words 
based on a double meaning.

• Oxymoron – Place opposite or 
contradictory terms side by side to 
create a different meaning.

• Paradox – Present contradictory 
statements to reveal a hidden truth.

OVER/UNDER STATEMENTS
The over-the-top uncle and the 
say-it-right aunt.

• Hyperbole – Use extreme exaggeration 
for emphasis—not to be taken literally.

• Euphemism – Replace a blunt or 
offensive term with a milder or 
humorous word or phrase.

REFERENCES
The two gossiping aunts who know all 
the connections.

• Allusion – Reference something 
familiar to explain a more  
complex idea.

• Analogy – Demonstrate how 
two unlike things have multiple 
characteristics in common.

EXPRESSIONS
The wise grandparents with their 
old-fashioned sayings.

• Idiom – Include expressions where 
the words mean something different 
from the literal.

• Adage/Proverb – Share words of 
wisdom considered true by many.

SOUND DEVICES
The family pets and their noisemaking.

• Sound Devices – Onomatopoeia – 
Insert words that mimic sounds.

• Alliteration – Repeat the same initial 
sound in several words within a 
sentence.

More than identifying 
types of figurative 
language, consider 

when and why 
an author would 

include a particular 
technique in  
his writing. 

The Figurative Language Family Tree
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1) ACHILLES’ HEEL
• Meaning: a weakness that can lead to 

downfall
• Greek Myth: Because of a prophesy that 

Achilles would die young, his mother 
dipped him in the River Styx to make all 
parts of his body invulnerable. When his 
mother dipped him in the water, she held 
his heel, making it his only vulnerable 
spot. He would later die by a poisoned 
arrow to his heel.

• Sample Sentence: His love for fast food is 
one day going to prove to be his Achilles’ 
heel.

2) CAUGHT BETWEEN SCYLLA & 
CHARYBDIS

• Meaning: choice between two evils
• Greek Myth: Along Odysseus’ voyage 

home, he encountered Scylla and 
Charybdis. Scylla, a sea monster with 
many hands and six dog heads, ate 
men alive. Charybdis, a deadly whirlpool, 
swallowed ships whole. Odysseus had to 
choose between the routes, selecting the 
lesser of two evils. He chose Scylla, losing 
six crewmen.

• Sample Sentence: With two tests the 
next day and only time to study for 
one, he was stuck between Scylla and 
Charybdis.

3) CUPID
• Meaning: messenger of love
• Roman Myth: Cupid is the god of love and 

desire. His arrows cause uncontrollable 

desire in those he targets. When people 
fall prey to Cupid’s influence, they are 
destined to fall in love. (Cupid is known 
as Eros in Greek mythology.)

• Sample Sentence: It must be spring 
because everyone is under Cupid’s 
influence.

4) HERCULEUN EFFORT
• Meaning: super human attempt
• Greek Myth: The Roman name for 

Heracles is Hercules, which is more 
commonly used. Heracles was the son 
of Zeus and a mortal woman. He was 
required to successfully complete twelve 
very difficult tasks, called the Labors of 
Heracles. Any extreme effort deemed 
as heroic or above normal human 
standards can be called “Herculean.”

• Sample Sentence: Finishing her first 
marathon required Herculean effort.

5) HOT AS HADES
• Meaning: sweltering heat
• Greek Myth: Hades, also called Tartarus, 

was the god of the underworld. 
Eventually, the name of the god also 
became the name given for the place of 
the dead. The underworld was supposed 
to be very hot. Originally, the phrase 
might have been “hot as Tartarus,” but 
over the years, it has become more 
commonly known as “hot as Hades.”

• Sample Sentence: In the summers, the 
Midwest can get as hot as Hades.

10 Popular Mythological Allusions
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OLD TESTAMENT
GARDEN OF EDEN

• Meaning: a beautiful place
• Bible Reference: Genesis 2:8-25—God made 

the Garden of Eden a perfect place for Adam 
and Eve. 

• Sample Sentence: The plush hotel was like the 
Garden of Eden. 

TAKING A BITE OF THE APPLE
• Meaning: giving in to temptation
• Bible Reference: Genesis 3:1-7—Tempted by 

the serpent, Eve took fruit from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil and ate it 
and then gave it to Adam. After they ate of 
the forbidden fruit, God cast them out of the 
Garden of Eden. 

• Sample Sentence: She really wants to skip 
class but knows it’s like taking a bite of the 
apple.

DON’T KNOW HIM FROM ADAM
• Meaning: don’t know someone at all
• Bible Reference: Genesis 1-2—God created 

Adam, the first man; no one else existed yet. 
The phrase references someone unknown or 
unrecognizable. 

• Sample Sentence: Even though he claimed 
we’d met before, I didn’t know him from 
Adam.

CAIN & ABEL
• Meaning: enmity between brothers (or people)
• Bible Reference: Genesis 4—Cain, the 

firstborn son of Adam and Eve was a farmer. 
Abel, his younger brother, was a shepherd. 
When Abel offered a better sacrifice than Cain, 
Cain became jealous and killed his brother. 

• Sample Sentence: Like a Cain-and-Abel 
competition, the larger company swallowed 
up the smaller one.

DAVID & GOLIATH
• Meaning: overcoming an insurmountable 

obstacle
• Bible Reference: I Samuel 17—The story of the 

young shepherd boy, David, standing up to the 
Philistine giant, Goliath. David slew him with 
a stone from his slingshot. This describes the 
story of someone “smaller” or weaker beating 
a giant, someone bigger or stronger.

• Sample Sentence: Watching the freshman 
team beat the varsity team was a David-and-
Goliath match-up.

NEW TESTAMENT
HOLY GRAIL

• Meaning: something unattainable
• Bible Reference: Matthew 26:27; Mark 14:23; 

Luke 22:20. The cup or bowl Jesus used at the 
Last Supper is the Grail referred to in Arthurian 
legend. It was believed to have miraculous 
powers.  Many set out on quests in search of 
the Grail. Anything can be known as a Holy 
Grail.

• Sample Sentence: Looking for the perfect 
house is like searching for the Holy Grail.

WALK ON WATER
• Meaning: achieving the impossible
• Bible Reference: Matthew 14:22-36; Mark 6:45-

56; John 6:16-24—The disciples were crossing 
over by boat at night when they saw Jesus 
walking on the water. When someone is hailed 
as amazing, whether sarcastically or literally, 
they may be said to be able to “walk on water.”

• Sample Sentence: The way everyone talks 
about Jenny, you’d think she could walk on 
water.

12 Biblical Allusions
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PEOPLE
BENEDICT ARNOLD

• Meaning: someone who changes sides
• Historical Reference: an American general 

during the American Revolutionary War, 
Benedict Arnold defected to the British Army. 
A character referred to as a “Benedict Arnold,” 
alludes to him being a traitor.

• Sample Sentence: Everyone called him a 
Benedict Arnold when the basketball player 
decided to change schools.

MOTHER TERESA
• Meaning: self-sacrificing servant, caretaker of 

the helpless
• Historical Reference: a Roman Catholic 

religious sister and missionary who lived most 
of her life in India. Her selfless acts of charity to 

the poor of that country made her a symbol of 
sacrificial love. Being like Mother Teresa could 
reference charity or selflessness.

• Sample Sentence: She’s such a Mother Teresa 
when it comes to orphaned pets.

CASANOVA
• Meaning: a womanizer, a romantic
• Historical Reference: Giacomo Girolamo 

Casanova was an Italian adventurer and writer 
who romanced over 100 women during the 
early 1700s. Calling someone a Casanova could 
be a compliment or an insult. Referring to 
this character always involves a man who is 
focused on romancing women.

• Sample Sentence: Bill was such a Casanova at 
the party last night.

EVENTS
THE GREAT DEPRESSION

• Meaning: a prolonged period of despair/
decline

• Historical Reference: the economic 
depression occurring in many countries 
preceding World War II. It spanned almost a 
decade (from the 1930s to mid-1940s). All—
rich and poor—had to live frugally, and often 
without basic essentials (e.g., food, clothing, 
shelter, etc.).

• Sample Sentence: Keeping a tight budget felt 
like living through the Great Depression.

WATERGATE
• Meaning: a scandal based on secrecy
• Historical Reference: a scandal during the 

1970s resulting from the break-in at the 
headquarters of the Democratic National 
Committee. An author might refer to a 
character’s lying and secrecy as “another 
Watergate.”  

• Sample Sentence: His lie slowly unraveled like 
Watergate.

WATERLOO
• Meaning: a final defeat
• Historical Reference: a battle fought in 1816 

where the French army, under Napoleon’s 
command, was defeated resulting in 
Napoleon’s abdication. If someone 
experiences a “Waterloo,” it means that the 
defeat is complete and devastating.

• Sample Sentence: The football team knew 
going into the semi-finals that it was going to 
be their Waterloo.

Historical Allusions
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MEMORABLE CHARACTERS
ROMEO

• Meaning: main character from Shakespeare’s tragedy Romeo 
and Juliet (c. 1595). His love for Juliet was so great that when he 
thought she had died, he committed suicide.  
• Reference: Saying that someone is as romantic as Romeo speaks 
of an undying love.

POLLYANNA
• Meaning: title character of Eleanor Porter’s 1913 novel, Pollyanna. 

A young orphan who comes to live with her aunt transforms a 
small town with her optimistic philosophy of life.  
• Reference: A Pollyanna is anyone with a tendency to find good 
in everything, a foolishly or blindly optimistic person. 

DON JUAN
• Meaning: a.k.a. Don Giovanni, this legendary fictional character is 

a man obsessed with seducing women.  
• Reference: Used as a synonym for “womanizer,” calling a man a 
Don Juan can have positive or negative connotations.

JEKYLL AND HYDE
• Meaning: from Robert Louis Stevenson’s The Strange Case of 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1886). The main character, Dr. Jekyll, 
concocts a potion that transforms him into a creature free of 
conscience, Mr. Hyde.  
• Reference: This Gothic horror novel provides the perfect catch-
phrase for someone who can completely 
change his mood or attitude based on 
circumstance.

EBENEZER SCROOGE
• Meaning: a bitter and/or greedy 

person; from Charles Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol (1843), an 
elderly stingy miser who 
is given a reality check by 
three visiting ghosts.  
• Reference: An author 
might simply link the 
name in a simile to 
create the connection: 
stingy like Scrooge.

Classic Literary Allusions
MEMORABLE LINES
CATCH-22

• Meaning: a no-win situation 
detailed in Joseph Heller’s Catch-22 
(1961) novel about World War II 
pilots. It explains that if a pilot 
was deemed crazy, he could be 
grounded and thus not fly. However, 
if he asked to be grounded, that 
would show that he was sane. The 
rule was obviously insane, which is 
the whole point of a Catch-22. 
• Reference: To show the tension 
a character is experiencing when 
caught in a dilemma from which 
there is no escape because of 
conflicting or dependent conditions. 

“CALL ME ISHMAEL”
• Meaning: first-person narrator for 

Moby Dick. The name alludes to 
the Bible character from Genesis, 
Abraham’s son from his wife Sarah’s 
handmaiden Hagar. 
• Reference: The first line of Moby 
Dick invites readers to act as the 
audience for this narrator’s account. 
It’s one of the most famous first 
lines in literature and oft quoted. 

“IT WAS THE BEST OF TIMES, IT WAS 
THE WORST OF TIMES…” 

• Meaning: an excerpt from the 
opening line of Charles Dickens’ A 
Tale of Two Cities (1859). The quote, 
like the novel, demonstrates the 
tension between love and family 
and hatred and oppression.  
• Reference: Referencing the quote 
invites comparison and contrast 
between two ideas or entities.

 

AN ALBATROSS
• Meaning: Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s 

poem, “The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner” (1798), includes a large 
bird, an albatross, following the ship. 
This was considered good luck. But, 
the sailor shoots the bird with a 
crossbow, bringing bad luck to the 
voyage.  
• Reference: This bird was 
considered a good omen prior 
to Coleridge’s poem. Now, the 
albatross is considered bad luck and 
references to an albatross hanging 
around one’s neck implies a bad 
end.

“THE SKY IS FALLING.” 
 • Meaning: a familiar phrase from 
“Henny Penny” (Chicken Little).  
The folk tale is about a chicken  
who believes the world is coming  
to an end.  
• Reference: The phrase is 
commonly used to refer to a 
hysterical belief that something 
terrible is about to happen.

“OH WHAT A TANGLED WEB WE 
WEAVE WHEN FIRST WE PRACTICE 
TO DECEIVE!” 

 • Meaning: from Sir Walter Scott’s 
epic poem “Marmion: A Tale of 
Flodden Field” (1808).  This line from 
the poem encompasses the life-
and-death intrigue involved in the 
affairs of state during King Henry 
VIII’s reign in England. 
• Reference: Referencing this 
quote demonstrates a character’s 
attempts to manipulate and 
contrive life based on a lie.

• How does the detail/the technique enhance the message?

• What tone or impression does this give the reader— positive or negative?

• What are synonyms he could have said instead? How would another word/
phrase have changed the tone? 

• What if this detail/technique was excluded from the text— how would the 
message be different?

he didhe didWHATWHAT What’s the 
impact?+ =What it means

Apply the inference process when analyzing content and style choices.

DAYS 1-3 | Reveal excerpts from various genres. Execute Steps 1-2.
Days 4-5 | Return to the same excerpts to analyze the impact of each (Step 3). 

INFERENCE:  Identify the literary device used in ¶__ , explain its 
meaning, and analyze its impact on the author’s message. 

Teach/Model how to write out the thinking from earlier in the week.

Skim texts previously- 
read for excerpts with 
strong tone, abundant 
figurative language, 
various literary devices, 
etc. 

• Novels, stories

• Poems

• Essays

• Consider complex 
picture books/texts 
from previous grade 
levels.

• Literary nonfiction

• Speeches

• Primary source 
documents
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