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This is a step toward research.

- Notice similar/different
information presented on
the same topic.

Closely read the informational
text/nonfiction standard—
two texts on the same topic.

DISCLAIMER: Although the
lessons below compare texts
with DIFFERENT TOPICS, the
thinking process remains the
same.

Grades 2-3

Grades K-1

Mini-Lesson Resources Mini-Lesson Resources

Categories of comparison
are the secret to this type of
thinking.
- Grades 3-12 | Readers
infer categories.
- Grades K-2 | Readers

recognize common
categories.

Readers recognize important ideas found in
2 texts on the same topic.

DAY 1—

- Review the 3 steps for comparing story elements
using a T-Chart.

- Introduce this same process for comparing information in
two nonfiction texts.

Readers Compare Texts
 Text A [ TextB

Step1_ [T Step 2
List details List details

Texte Category :

Step 3 % Look across @

~gam each row =

- Add the “pink” categories to the anchor chart. Nonfiction af?efences /l‘s\dd e
texts do not all use the same categories; they are always only... unlike... OIS o
changing because the topics are all different. bt Z

RS
Reveal two previously-read nonfiction texts on the same topic. - X
Both of these authors taught us about ___. They gave us lots of facts about (category),

(category), and (category).
- Step 1: Reread an excerpt from Text A, listing facts for Row/
Category 1as the /| do. Think Aloud: Hey, that's a (category)
type of detail! | found another one.

- Step 2: Read the parallel excerpt in Text B. List facts for Row/
Category 1as the We do.

DAY 2 | Repeat Steps 1& 2 with a second category (e.g., I-do and We-do experiences).

DAYS 3-4 | Review Step 3 and academic vocabulary: exact same and obvious difference.
- Model Step 3 and how to look across the rows to identify same and different. (/ do with

one row; We do with the second row.)

DAYS 5-6 | Reveal comparative thinking in oral statements.

- Turn each category into an ORAL topic sentence.

- Reference the text details from BOTH TEXTS while ORALLY
writing the sentences.

- Include words that indicate comparative thinking.

CCOMPARING IDEAS | Write comparison paragraphs

Before this lesson series:

1. Find 2 previously-read
nonfiction texts on the
same topic.

2.Read each text, noting all
the facts provided (Steps 1-2).

Wha[veuhgml‘\arks
Whalssasharks

3.1dentify 3-4 big ideas in
both texts. (Consider the
subheads.)

4. Mark/Scan the parallel
excerpts to use in the lesson.

kind of...
close...

Similarities mostly...

similarly...

Infer

GRADE 2— Introduce the
concept of similar (versus
same).

- Grades K-1| “Basic
similarities &
differences.”

- Grade 2 | “Most
important points in
two texts.”

SENTENCE WRITING—

Teach/Model Compare details from two texts on the same topic.
W'Fste how to turn Project/Post the T-Chart from this week.
'- T-Chart PICTURE/LABEL WRITING—
thl.n.klng Into Model how to use the category of
writing. comparison as the title. Then draw/label

a parallel set of details for Texts A and B.

Convert a single row into a simple paragraph
using the category in the topic sentence and
text details in supporting sentences.
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COMPREHENSION

READERS SEE

TEXT
ORGANIZATION

SKILL PURPOSE

Only ONE way to organize
literature but MANY ways

to organize informational

texts.

- Facts and details in
nonfiction text are
organized into groups of
information.

- A group might be a page,
a paragraph, or multiple
paragraphs.

- These groupings/
sections “fit” together
in a particular way to
comprise the whole text
(i.e., text structure).

Closely read your standards
to identify which text
structures to teach. For
example:

» Grades K-1 | describe,
sequence

- Grade 2 | sequence,
compare-contrast,
cause-effect

DAYS 1-2 | Recognize literature v. nonfiction texts.

Identify the visible and invisible
differences to help the reader know.
Am | reading to learn (nonfiction) or for

enjoyment (literature).

- DAY 1 | Teach the visible, physical

differences among them.
- DAY 2 |
among them.
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Comparing Fiction . Nonfiction v Persuasive

PERSUASIVE

Review the meaning and purpose of text structure.

- Review Story Structure on anchor chart. Story
elements are ALWAYS in the same place— no matter
how long or short the story is!

- Introduce that nonfiction text is “structured” or

organized in SEVERAL differe

nt ways.

B

DAYS 1-2

- ldentify text pairs on
the same topic—
one fiction & one
nonfiction.

Story
rLtructure
&

PR, |

DAYS 3-6 | Introduce MULTIPLE ways authors organize information.
- OPTION 1| Each day talk about a DIFFERENT text structure— ALL facets in ONE lesson.
- OPTION 2 | Every day talk about ALL text structures— a DIFFERENT facet each lesson.

gequence
detall

detail

detail

detail

Readers know how authors organize their information.
- Think about the TOPIC. Certain topics lend themselves to

certain text structures.

bescriptive

fCompare-
Contrast

SAM
DIFFERENT
SIMILAR

- Read the middle sentences/pages for the TYPE OF
INFORMATION being stated.

- Look for SIGNAL/TRANSITION WORDS that might help.

Look at the type of
information stated.

‘

Qace
.
Think about

which of the 5

Qattems it follows. |
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OAS
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Cause-
Effect
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happened

Whgned

Recognize the 5 Nonfiction Text Structures

with Pure f Text

DAYS 3-6

- Return to previously-
read SHORT nonfiction
texts.

- Find one text that
fits each of the text
structures you teach.

- These texts may NOT all
be on the same topic.

Remember, these
lessons only introduce
and expose students to
the invisible organization
of nonfiction.

You will review, guide,
and practice “seeing” the
different text structures
the rest of this year.
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