
© 2022 SMEKENS EDUCATION SOLUTIONS, INC.

 GRADES 

7-12
IMPLEMENTATION FOCUS CURRENT STATUS NEXT STEPS

DAY 1— 
• Define perspective as how an 

individual thinks or feels. 
• Broaden vocabulary to include 

“shades”  of  mad, sad, glad. 
• Recognize the F.A.S.T. Facts that 

indicate perspective.

ROUND 1
Expect feelings to 
change a lot in stories.
• Every time a character 

has a different feeling/
perspective, it counts as 
a “text” to model with.

• Readers analyze WHAT the 
author said. Then readers 
analyze HOW the author 
said it. 

• The focus of this week isn’t to 
infer character feelings but 
to learn the text clues that 
imply those feelings.

Clarify academic vocabulary.

• POINT OF VIEW | WHO  
is telling the details.

• PERSPECTIVE | HOW the 
individual thinks or feels.

• PURPOSE | WHY he  
is telling the information. 

Teach/Model how to write out the thinking from earlier in the week.

OPTION 1 | INFERENCE:
 Infer ____’s perspective. 
Support with textual 
evidence. 

• An AUTHOR writes the story.
• A CHARACTER lives the story.  
• A NARRATOR tells the story. 

OPTION 2 | INFERENCE:
 Infer/Analyze how the narrator influences 
the story. Support with textual evidence. 

Day 3— Recognize the DIFFERENT 
perspectives of characters in the SAME scene. 

Days 4-5— WHOMEVER 
is telling the information 
influences its impact on 
the reader.

ELEMENTARY:
How do you feel today?

MS/HS: What’s your 
perspective?

DAY 2— Apply the inference process. 

Clarify purpose versus point 
of view versus perspective.

Later this year, combine 
the two concepts during 
whole-class read alouds. 
• Infer the POINT OF VIEW 

(WHO is speaking) and 
his PERSPECTIVE (HOW 
he feels).

Raise the rigor for 
Honors and AP classes.
• Reveal literal versus 

figurative F.A.S.T. Facts.

PHYSICAL FEATURES 
• Person, animal, cartoon, 

object, superhero

• Name

• Ethnicity, Race, Nationality 

• Gender, age 

• Size, shape

• Hair, clothes

• Attractiveness

• Habits, mannerisms

• Walk, gait, posture

TEXT FEATURES
• Choice of color

• Choice of angle or position

• Objects or props included

• Sound or music included

FEELINGS
• Attitude

• Body language

• Facial expressions

SELF TALK
• Self talk, thought bubbles 

• Daydreams, wonderings, 
curiosities

• Worries, fears

• Predictions

GOALS & VALUES
• Wishes, wants 

• Dreams, hopes, desires

BACKSTORY
• Memories, past events 

• Important objects or 
possessions

HAPPENINGS
• Places he goes

• Things he does

• Jobs he has

CHOICES
• Reactions he has

• Responses he chooses

• Decisions he makes

WHAT SAID
• Dialogue

• Narrated conversations

HOW SAID
• Punctuation and 

capitalization in dialogue

• Words underlined, bold, 
italicized, all caps

• Synonyms for “said”

• Detailed descriptions 
and figurative language 
to make a positive or 
negative impression

• Clever, witty, and/or 
playful language

FORMAT
• Speech bubbles 

• Diary/journal entries

• Text messages

Infer CHARACTER PERSPECTIVE using F.A.S.T. Facts 
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LITERATURE

Text details that explain 
what a character thinks or 
feels in pictures or words. 

THOUGHTS
Text details that describe 
what a character looks like 
in pictures or words. 

FEATURES
Text details that explain 
what a character says 
in pictures or words. 

SPEECH
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Text details that explain 
what a character does 
in pictures or words. 

ACTIONS

Collect 
the F.A.S.T. 
Facts. 

Identify a 
specific 
attitude. 

good, right, 
positive, fair

bad, wrong, 
negative, 
unfair
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Add them up 
to determine a 
general “vibe.” =+

+ =
Inferring Perspectives: 4-12
Feeling Words beyond — mad, sad, glad

energized

invigorated

engaged

enthusiastic

gleeful

merry

bubbly

blissful

delighted

elated

jubilant

festive

enchanted

amused

inspired

passionate

satisfied

confident

content

pleased

satisfied

comfortable

fulfilled

refreshed

rejuvenated

renewed

serene

reassured

fortunate

humbled

grateful

moved 

expectant

optimistic

compassionate

reflective

vulnerable

sympathetic

forlorn

gloomy

miserable

weary

sulky

guilty

regretful

remorseful

embarrassed

humiliated

mortified

resistant

shut down

withdrawn

sensitive

diminished

powerless

lonely

longing

yearning

aloof

distant

indifferent

isolated

lethargic

listless

removed

desolate

alienated

terrified

anxious

apprehensive

rejected

discouraged

confused

indecisive

jumbled

perplexed

uncertain

anxious

hesitant

panicked 

paralyzed

disturbed

edgy

suspicious

threatened

anguished

inferior

vulnerable

distressed

grieved

heartbroken

resigned

trapped

victimized

incapable

enraged

furious

irritated

irate

agitated

aggravated

disgruntled

exasperated

hostile

outraged

inflamed

provoked

infuriated

boiling

fuming

explosive

short-fused

triggered

bitter

jealous

resentful

vindictive

indignant

cynical

dissatisfied

annoyed

hateful

offensive

stubborn

moody

cross

frustrated

frazzled

overwhelmed

impatient

shaken

restless

rattled
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• A POET writes the poem.
• A SPEAKER is the voice 

saying it out loud.

NOVEMBER Coaching Session
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CURRENT STATUS NEXT STEPSIMPLEMENTATION FOCUS

ROUND 1

Teach/Model how to write out ONE ROW of thinking from earlier this week.

After Day 1, consider 
coming into the lesson 
with Steps 1-2 done. 

• I-do and We-do 
models each include 
1 row— not all 3!

OPTION 1: Compare two story plots.
OPTION 2: Compare two photographs for the activities within them.

• Stretch one category into a topic sentence. 
• Follow with supporting details. What details are different? What 

details are the “exact” same or mostly similar. 

DAYS 2-3— Teach comparative thinking.  

DAY 1 — Focus on reading 
& recording within a 
T-Chart (versus a Venn). 

• Describe how to read a 
T-Chart.

• Describe how to record 
within a T-Chart. 

• Apply Steps 1-2 with 
visual texts. 

• Note that this whole play 
targets the literature (RL) 
standards only. 

• The focus is to teach the 
comparative thinking 
process. 

• This is (one of) the 
last standards listed 
intentionally. 

Target the less-obvious 
thinking. 

• How are two 
DIFFERENT texts 
similar?

• How are two SIMILAR 
texts different?

Select photographs that 
include all 3 major story 
elements.

• Subject/characters
• Environment/setting
• Activity/plot

Characters

Setting

Activity 
(Plot)
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Comparing Ideas

DAYS 4-5— Consider appropriate pacing.  

STEP 3 Look across
each row

ownList all kn
details for Item B, 

by category.

nownist all kL
details for Item A, 

gory.by cate

STEP 2PSTE  1

Look across Look across 
the row to fill the row to fill 
in holes & in holes & 

with 
Item B. 

 See See
DifferencesDifferences

InferInfer
SimilaritiesSimilarities

AddAdd
SamenessSameness

Look across 
the row to 

Look at one 
detail for 

Item A and

•	Small characteristics (kind of, close)
•	Minor aspects (somewhat similar)
•	Particular circumstances (sometimes)

• ON PACE: Infer similar details in 
two story plots (e.g., I do conflicts, 
We-do resolutions).

• SLOWER: Continue using 
photographs (e.g., I do 
characters, We do setting, etc.).

Grades 7-12 | Playbook Pro Coaching Session | November


