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 GRADES 

K-2
IMPLEMENTATION FOCUS CURRENT STATUS NEXT STEPS

• This week’s goal is not to 
teach retelling— but to 
begin to learn the essential 
story elements found in 
every story.

• What you roll out in 2 
rounds, intermediate 
teachers review in 1 round, 
and MS/HS teachers review 
in 2 days.  

Readers expect every story to have a problem & solution.
• Readers know the 3 problem types/categories. 
• Readers know the 3 solution types/categories. 
• Readers infer which ones the author used based on the text clues. 

Infer the type of problem 
(or solution) the story had. 

Identify literature/stories 
that you have read so far 
this year. 

• Identify illustrations that 
review the problem. 

• Identify illustrations that 
review the solution.

• Find photographs that 
depict grade-appropriate 
problems.

After this week, practice this 
thinking with whole-class 
read alouds.

• Recall the character’s literal 
problem and then infer the 
type the author used. 

•  Recall the story’s literal 
solution and then infer the 
type the author used. 

Demystify how authors describe and hint at a story’s problem and solution.

• Characters (people) will face a problem. 
• Problems will be fixed, solved, or improved.
• Identify text details (Reading Voice) that indicate the character’s literal problem.

Use the Thinking Voice to determine which of the 3 problem types it is.
• Identify text details (Reading Voice) that indicate the problem’s solution. Use the 

Thinking Voice to determine which of the 3 solution types it is.

ROUND 1 Focus on recall— not retell.
• Teach only 2 story elements this week. 
• Understand that story elements are not equal. 
• Foundation of a retell (and future summary) is the plot.

TITLE = problem w 
others or CIRCLED 
it of 3 options

Describe the character’s 
problem and the solution 
that fixed it. 

RECALL: Write the literal 
problem/solution.

INFERENCE: Write the 
type of problem/solution.

Teach/Model how to write out the thinking from earlier in the week.
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Focus on the process.
• Multiple steps in the song.
• Utilize Reading (green) and Thinking (yellow) Voices. 
• Rooted in text evidence— not a guess.
• Parallel process to making an inference. 
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GRADES  K-2

READERS

ASK & ANSWER  

QUESTIONS

comprehension

SKILL PURPOSE
Readers are curious; they don’t just answer the teacher’s questions. Their 

Thinking Voice asks questions, too.  

It starts even before reading the first page when the reader previews 

and predicts what the text will be about. This drives him into the text.

During reading, he questions unfamiliar vocabulary, using context clues 

to predict its meaning. He also wonders about key details. Seeking 

answers propels him to read on and confirm if he was right. 

KINDERGARTEN
CCSS RL & RI 1  
INDIANA RL & RN 2.1
With prompting and 
support, ask and answer 
questions about key details 

in a text.

INDIANA RL 2.4
Make predictions about 
what will happen in a story.

CCSS RI & RL 4     
INDIANA RV 3.1, 3.2
Ask and answer questions 

about unknown words in 

a text.

GRADE 1 GRADE 2

CCSS RL & RI 1  
INDIANA RL & RN 2.1
Ask and answer questions 

about key details in a text.

CCSS RI 4  
INDIANA RV 3.2 
Ask and answer questions 

to help determine or clarify 

the meaning of words and 

phrases in a text.

INDIANA RL 2.4 
Make & confirm 
predictions about what 
will happen in a story.

CCSS RI 5  
INDIANA RN 3.1
Know and use various text 

features (e.g., …glossaries…) 

to locate… information in 

a text.

CCSS L 4   
INDIANA RV 2.1, 2.4
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and 

phrases… (e.g., context as a 

clue… root words…).

CCSS RL & RI 1  
INDIANA RL & RN 2.1
Ask and answer such questions 

as who, what, where, when, 

why, and how to demonstrate 

understanding of key details in 

a text.

INDIANA RL 2.4 
Make predictions about the 

content of text… explaining 

whether they were confirmed 

or not confirmed and why.

CCSS RI 5 
INDIANA RN 3.1
Know and use various text features 

(e.g., …glossaries…) to locate… 

information in a text efficiently.

CCSS L 4 
INDIANA RV 2.1, 2.4
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown… words 

and phrases… (using) context 

clues, roots, and glossaries.

CCSS RI 4   
INDIANA RV 3.2 
Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases in a text…

ROUND 1

Follow with “read on” to confirm or adjust.
• No cheers or tears.
• Emphasize the backwards arrow. 
• Reread to identify what you missed or 

misinterpreted. 

Teach/Model how to write out the thinking 
from earlier in the week.

• The standards expect young 
readers, with prompts 
and support, to answer 
questions.

Identify 8 “texts” that 
include several text-
embedded questions (2 
models per mini-lesson).

• DAYS 1-2 | Select excerpts 
students will accurately 
predict.

• DAYS 3-4 | Select excerpts 
some students will likely 
answer incorrectly.

During the year, advance 
to longer texts expecting 
students to hold and 
refine their predictions 
across a text. 

Plan I-do and We-do models using NEW text.
• Utilize short excerpts with text-embedded 

questions— and answers that immediately 
follow.

• Two excerpts each mini-lesson.
• Pre-write sticky notes for both models to 

emphasize the Think-Aloud process.

Which 
orange and 
black cat 
has huge, 
sharp teeth?

Predict the answer 
based on text clues.

INFERENCE: Record a 
prediction.
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CAUTION!
• This is a list of details found in this text— not just a fact list  

about a concept.  
• De-emphasize making “equal” lists. Base it only on what  

the author provided. 

Recognize recall expectations (Rounds 1-2)—  
versus retell (Rounds 3-4)

• No order required.
• Not limited to the important— often includes the interesting.
• No sentences— just words and phrases.
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READERS

RETELL  
INFORMATION

GRADES 1-2
comprehension

SKILL PURPOSE
Readers notice specific details about each of the story elements during 

reading— character, setting, problem, solution. Then, after reading, 

the reader retells only the most important details, in order. And 

beyond, he continues to think about the story and infers the lesson or 

theme the author was trying to teach.

A reader who knows the ingredients in all stories, and the order they 

follow, becomes a stronger and more organized narrative writer himself. 

GRADE 1 GRADE 2

SKILL PURPOSE
Young readers build their background knowledge about people, places, 

animals, ideas, and events through facts learned within informational 

texts. Thinking about a topic in terms of what it does, can, is, and/or has 

helps a reader collect and recall many individual details. 

Furthermore, conducting a mini-retelling after completing each section, 

paragraph, or page aids the reader in determining important from 

unimportant information. And this is an essential step before a reader 

can infer the author’s main idea. 

CCSS RI 1              INDIANA RN 2.1

Ask and answer questions about key 

details in a text.

CCSS RI 2             INDIANA RN 2.2

Identify the main topic and retell key 

details of a text.

CCSS RI 3             INDIANA RN 2.3

Describe the connection between two 

individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of 

information in a text.

CCSS RI 7             INDIANA RN 3.1

Use the illustrations and details in a 

text to describe its key ideas.

CCSS RI 1              INDIANA RN 2.1

Ask and answer such questions as 

who, what, where, when, why, and 

how to demonstrate understanding of 

key details in a text.
 

CCSS RI 2             INDIANA RN 2.2

Identify the main topic of a 

multiparagraph text as well as the 

focus of specific paragraphs within the 

text.

CCSS RI 3             INDIANA RN 2.3

Describe the connection between a 

series of historical events, scientific 

ideas or concepts, or steps in technical 

procedures in a text.

CCSS RI 7             INDIANA RN 3.1

Explain how specific images (e.g., a 

diagram showing how a machine 

works) contribute to and clarify a text.

ROUND 1

• Clarify that readers add 
knowledge to their 
“brain backpacks” by 
reading informational 
text. 

• Learn all about a big 
topic (e.g., an animal, an 
event, a person, an idea, 
a place).

• Learn by reading the 
details in words and 
visuals.

Introduce categories that help readers remember 
the details/facts learned from authors.

• OPTION 1 | Use the Thinking Voice to determine if the 
detail revealed something the topic is, has, can, or 
does.

• OPTION 2 | Use the Thinking Voice to determine if 
the detail revealed a detail about who, what, where, 
when, why, or how.

Model reading 1-2 sentences of print text and any corresponding 
visuals (using the Reading Voice). Pause for the Thinking Voice 
to recall a new detail that was learned. 

OPTION 1 | Tigers eat meat! That’s an action the animal “does.”

OPTION 2 | Tigers eat meat! That’s “what” they eat.

Identify science and social 
studies texts that fit. 

• Determine TYPE of topic to 
start with. 

• Perhaps read aloud for gist 
before reading to collect 
information. 

• Consider topics that include 
several texts. 

Determine CATEGORIES for 
organization. 

• Record facts learned into 
categories. 

• Model (I-do and We-do)
a couple excerpts in the 
whole-class mini-lessons. 

• Continue to practice 
in whole-class You-do 
experiences. 

Teach/Model how to write out the thinking from earlier in the week.

Recall important details 
about (topic). 

RECALL: Draw/Write facts 
learned from the author.
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