
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 
of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Consider different product options for each mode of writing.

• Fairy Tale 
• Legend
• Fable 
• Myth
• Tall Tale 
• Mystery
• Personal Narrative
• Imaginary Narrative 
• Realistic Fiction (fiction based on fact)
• Historical Fiction (fiction based on fact)
• Science Fiction (fiction based on fact)
• Sequel (what happens next/next time)
• Rewrite from a Different Perspective
• Add in the Missing Page/Part

• Opinion 
• Testimonial
• Advice Column
• Review/Critique
• Advertisement/Commercial
• Sign, Poster, Bumper Sticker
• Persuasive Letter/ Essay
• Editorial/Letter to the Editor
• Constructed Response
• Perspective/ Position Paper
• Argumentative Research Paper
• Evaluate an Argument, Argumentative Analysis

• Explanation 
• Encyclopedia Entry
• Summary 
• Brochure/Pamphlet
• Report
• Speech
• Research Paper
• Application Essay 
• Compare-Contrast
• Comparative Analysis
• Literary Analysis

Vary genres within mini-units.
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Persuasive Narrative
Create a basic plot
Make something happen to someone

Essentials 

Sequence time & events
Connect action with transitions

IDEAS

ORGANIZATION

Describe the action
Use sensory details to develop key moments

Set the right mood

WORD CHOICE

“Show” close-up details
Describe main character(s) & setting(s)  

Reveal character feelings & setting tone
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Hook & satisfy readers
Start & end the story intentionally

ORGANIZATION

VOICE

WORD CHOICE

Informative
Select a narrow topic
Introduce the subject and a specific focus

List important points
State each reason, step, or facet

Essentials 

IDEAS

Group related details
Organize ideas to fit the text structureORGANIZATION

IDEAS

Add specifics & support
Develop ideas with examples, facts, & quotesIDEAS

Use topic-related words
Sound like an expert; define key termsWORD CHOICE

Restate the topic/thesis
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ORGANIZATION Conclude with a final thought or a so what? 

Argumentative
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine 
and convey complex ideas and information 
clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined  
experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-
structured event sequences.

• Newspaper Article 
• Biography 
• Book Report 
• Invitation 
• Thank-You Note
• Friendly Letter
• Business Letter
• Interview
• Instructions
• Directions 
• Recipe

• Memoir
• Anecdote
• Diary Entry
• Scene
• Satire
• Spoof
• Adventure Story

• Apology
• Complaint
• Speech
• Brochure/Pamphlet
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Section 1: Writing Topics
Mini-Lesson #1 — Write for different purposes


