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COMPREHENSION 
STANDARDS KRISTINA SMEKENS

kristina@smekenseducation.com

Understand how text structure 
impacts comprehension

FOCUS: Visible tools 
help the reader find, 
understand, and learn 
more information. 

Grade K | RI5, RL6, RI6 
Identify the front cover, 
back cover, and title 
page.…author and 
illustrator … and define 
the role of each…

Grades1-2 | RI5  Know and 
use… text features…

Grade 3 | RI5, RI7  Use text 
features… to locate [and 
gain] information…

Grade 4 | RI7  Interpret 
information presented 
visually… or 
quantitatively…

Grade 5 | RI7  …Locate an 
answer to a question 
quickly or… solve a 
problem efficiently.

Grade 2 | RI6  Identify the main purpose of a text, including 
what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.

Grade 3 | RI8  Describe the logical connection between 
particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., 
comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence).

Grade 4 | RI5  Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution)…

Grade 5 | RI5  Compare and contrast the overall structure 
(e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/
solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two 
or more texts.

Grades 6-7 | RI5  Analyze how a particular [part] fits into the 
overall structure… and contributes to the development of 
the ideas.

Grades 6-7 | RI6  Determine an author’s… …purpose in a 
text….

Grade 8 | RI5  Analyze in detail the structure of a specific 
paragraph in a text, including the role of particular 
sentences in developing and refining a key concept.

Grade 8 | RI6  Determine an author’s… purpose… 

Grades 9-12 | RI5  Analyze… how… ideas or claims are 
developed… Evaluate the effectiveness of the structure… 

Grades 9-12 | RI6  Determine an author’s… purpose…, 
analyzing how style and content contribute to the power…

Grade K | RL5  Recognize common types 
of texts…

Grade 1 | RL5  Explain… differences 
between… stories and… 
information…

Grade 2 | RL5  Describe the… structure 
of a story…

Grade 3 | RL5  Refer to parts… using 
terms…; …describe how each… 
builds on earlier sections.

Grade 4 | RL5  Explain… differences… 
and refer to the structural elements…

Grade 5 | RL5  Explain how… chapters, 
scenes, or stanzas fit together…

Grades 6-7 | RL5  Analyze how a 
particular [part] fits… and contributes 
to the development of the theme, 
setting, plot… or meaning. 

Grade 8 | RL5  Compare and contrast the 
structure of two or more texts…

Grades 9-12 | RL5  Analyze how an 
author’s [text structure] choices… 
create… mystery, tension, or 
surprise…impact meaning… 

LITERARY STRUCTURE ARGUMENTATIVE STRUCTURETEXT FEATURES INFORMATIONAL STRUCTURES

FOCUS: Invisible organization 
incorporates story elements within 
a dependable structure.

FOCUS: Invisible organization connects the author’s 
purpose with the type of information he provides. 

FOCUS:  Invisible organization relates an 
author’s opinion with his reasoning— 
regardless of the persuasive genre. 

STRATEGY INSTRUCTION:
• Reveal types of literature.
• Root story elements in the plot map. 
• Understand how a story works.

STRATEGY INSTRUCTION:
• Compare nonfiction versus persuasive texts.
• Understand the 6 ways to organize information.
• Relate text structure to author’s purpose.
• Expect longer texts to vary structures.

STRATEGY INSTRUCTION:
• Recognize the what-and-why structure.
• Compare an argument to parts of a table.
• Identify what evidence supports which reason. 

Move across the standards that target text organization.

Grades K-1 | RI8  …Identify the reasons an 
author gives to support points in a text.

Grades 2-4 | RI8  Describe/Explain how an 
author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text.

Grade 5 | RI8  Explain… reasons and evidence…, 
identifying which reasons and evidence 
support which point(s).

Grades 6-7 | RI8  Trace and evaluate the 
argument… assessing whether the reasoning 
is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient…

Grade 8-12 | RI8  Evaluate the argument…, 
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and 
the evidence is relevant and sufficient…

SPIN-OFF SPIN-OFF 
SESSIONSESSION

CONTENT-AREA 
READING | Session 3 
Text Features



COMPREHENSION STANDARDSTEXT STRUCTURE
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LITERARY STRUCTURE

Reveal literary genres.
Introduce the visible and invisible differences among  types of literature. 

Dismantle the Story Structure.
Root story elements in the plot map.

SPINOFFSPINOFF
SESSIONSESSION

COMPREHENSION STANDARDS
Session 1  | Summarize Literature

SHORT STORY DRAMAPOEM
Told by one author— usually.

Presented to audience in written form. 

Intended to be read aloud. 

Written in words/phrases strung together in short lines.

Broken into stanzas; may create a shape and form.

May tell a story (e.g., narrative poem).

Told by one author— usually.

Presented to the audience in written form.

Usually read silently/individually. 

Written in complete sentences and paragraphs.

May include chapters.

Always tells a story with characters, plot, setting, and theme.

Told by many people (i.e., actors). 

Presented to the audience orally and visually.

Performed on a stage before a live audience. 

Written as a script, a text version of planned dialogue.

Broken into acts and scenes.

Always tells a story with characters, plot, setting, and theme.

K-1 | Comparing Literary Genres
SHORT STORY POEM
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Physical 
Characteristics

• Often presented on a single page, piece of 
paper, screen— but could be in a book. 

• Short; usually 1-2 pages. 
• Short lines with a lot of white space. 
• Words and phrases strung together in short 

lines and grouped into stanzas. 
• May not be complete sentences; doesn’t always 

capitalize or punctuate.
• Presented in various shapes and forms.
• May have a single illustration.

• Often presented in a book— but doesn’t have to be. 
• Long; includes many pages. 
• Sentences go across the whole page.
• Written in complete sentences and paragraphs. 
• Always capitalizes and punctuates sentences.
• Usually has several illustrations. 

Content & 
Ingredients

• Always has characters. 
• Always has a setting. 
• Always has a plot (i.e., a problem and solution).
• Conveys emotion. 
• Always presents story elements in order.
• Always includes a lesson, moral, or message from the author.
• Usually includes illustrations. 

• May have characters.

• May have a setting. 

• May tell a story (e.g., problem and solution)  
but doesn’t have to.

• Conveys emotion.
• Often on a single topic.
• Often rhymes and includes rhythm, beat, and/or 

word sounds (i.e., onomatopoeia, alliteration, etc.). 

Fantasy Fiction
• Means make believe, imaginary; 

it could not happen.
• Made-up characters and 

problems that could not exist in 
real life. 

• Characters are silly and/or 
imaginary (e.g., animals talk and 
wear clothes). 

• Made-up place/setting that 
does not exist (e.g., magical 
places or objects).

• Made-up problem that would 
never happen; it’s impossible.

• May include some factual 
information. 

• Often funny.

Genres 
& Formats

Limerick: A funny, 5-line poem that 
follows an AABBA rhyme pattern.

Acrostic: A poem where the first letter of 
each line spells out a word vertically. 

Colorful Concrete: A poem that takes the 
shape of its subject.

Sensory Poem: A poem that describes 
something using the five senses.

Haiku: A 3-line poem that follows a 
pattern of syllables: 5-7-5 respectively.

Narrative Poems: A complete story that is 
told in poem form.

Realistic Fiction
• Means real; it could 

happen.
• Fiction means it’s 

made up.
• Made-up characters 

but look and act like 
real people.

• Made-up place/setting 
but could really exist.

• Made-up problem 
that could happen; it’s 
possible.

• Often includes some 
factual information. 

• Often funny.
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SHORT STORY POEM DRAMA | PLAYPurpose &
Physical 
Characteristics

• Written to entertain/engage the reader. 
• Told by one author. 
• Presented in written form. 
• Meant to be read aloud. 
• Words and phrases strung together in short lines and grouped into stanzas. 
• Broken into stanzas. 
• Presented in various shapes and forms.

• Written to entertain/engage the reader. 
• Told by one author. 
• Presented in written form.
• Usually read silently/individually. 
• Written in complete sentences  and paragraphs.
• May include chapters.

• Written/Presented to entertain/engage the reader. 
• Told by many people (i.e., actors). 
• Dialogue presented in a written script. 
• Performed on a stage before a  live audience. 
• Broken into acts and scenes.

Uniquenesses, 
Perks,  
Advantages

• The reader experiences the setting with actual sound, music, volume, inflection, lighting, movement, etc. 
• The reader/viewer sees multiple characters, setting, and plot lines simultaneously.

• The author can ensure the reader knows all essential information by including it in the narration (e.g., adds interpretation to character dialogue, clarifies the effect of events on the characters, describes settings and moods in depth, etc.).

• Author can skip over details to focus on other facets; he is not married to the linear story structure.
• The author creates the effect of sound with rhythm, beat, rhyme, meter, word patterns, onomatopoeia, etc.

Content, 
Ingredients • Meant to be viewed in one sitting. 

• May be fiction or nonfiction.
• Always tells a story with characters, plot, setting, and theme.
• Includes a cast of characters and  their roles. 
• Includes stage directions/instructions to the actors (e.g., stage position, body posture, personal reactions).
• Includes directions for costuming, props, and scenery. 

• Meant to be read in one sitting (versus a longer novel).
• Always fiction.
• Always tells a story with characters, plot, setting, and theme.
• Typically includes description and figurative language.

• Meant to be read in one sitting (exception: epic poem). 
• May be fiction or nonfiction.
• May tell a story (e.g., narrative poem) but doesn’t have to.
• Often on a single topic or focus.
• Conveys a theme or message through emotion and observation.
• Utilizes imagery, description, and figurative language.

Limitations, 
Cautions, 
Disadvantages

• The author is challenged to say a lot in a few words using efficient language.
• The author’s ability to convey complex messages and abstract ideas in creative and imaginative ways determines the reader’s experience. 

• The reader relies on the actors to convey the story; the strength of the scripted dialogue and the abilities of the actors determines the reader’s experience. 

• The reader can only see one facet of the story at a time— whichever one the author is describing at that time.
• The quality of author craft determines the reader’s experience. 

©2021 Smekens Education Solutions Inc.
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HOW A STORY WORKS 

Readers know where they are on the plot map based on the details the author reveals.

EXPOSITION
description

SETTING

CHARACTER

RESOLUTION
final status

RISING ACTION
problem gets worse

PROBLEM
conflict

PLOT

©2021 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

CLIMAX
crisis

• Includes the final scenes, 
events, and actions. 

• The outcome of the original 
conflict is solved or resolved. 

• Events force the 
character to make 
a hard choice or 
difficult decision.

• The “right” answer 
or solution is 
revealed. 

• May include last-
minute information 
or an unexpected 
twist.

• May describe 
relevant or important 
events from the past.

• May provide 
historical context.

• A danger may 
present itself.

• An obstacle 
reveals itself, 
explaining 
why the 
character  
can’t have 
what he 
wants.

• A series of progressively more 
complicated events and decisions.

• Each scene or small moment adds a 
complication or obstacle (e.g., violence, 
threats, complaints, dishonesty, 
inaction, haste, deflection, etc.).

• The risk and fear of failing increases.

• The character may be chasing an 
external reward (e.g., physical prize), 
an intrinsic/reward (e.g., personal 
satisfaction), or dodging a negative 
consequence or punishment.

• Reveals when and 
where the character 
“lives” and how it 
shaped who the 
character is.

• Includes location, 
time, era, culture, 
surrounding activity, 
sensory details, 
weather.

• The setting (e.g., situation, 
circumstances, mood, time, etc.) is 
shifting.  

• The setting impacts the character’s 
options, defining what is possible— 
and impossible.

• Drama, suspense, and tension 
increase.

• The mood and tone relax or 
lighten.

• The tension eases.

• The weather improves.

• Time runs out.

• The setting  or 
environment 
shifts.

• The mood 
reaches a 
breaking point.

• The setting is at 
its “worst.”

• A deadline is 
approaching.

• Each attempt to solve the problem 
reveals reactions that may affect the 
character’s optimism and outlook. 

• Reveals more about the character’s 
values.

• Exposes more character weaknesses.

• Exposes more character strengths.

• Shows the character reluctant to 
make a difficult decision.

• Shows the character making the 
wrong decision(s).

• Conflict arises 
because of a 
character’s 
flaws, fears, 
anxieties, 
weaknesses, or 
vulnerabilities. 

• Details about 
physical appearance 
and mannerisms 
relevant to the 
upcoming conflict.

• The character’s 
“default” personality.

• Insights into his 
relationships and 
reputations.

• Backstory that 
reveals goals, hopes, 
motivations, motives, 
desires, needs, etc.

• The character relaxes and 
returns to his “default” 
personality.

• The character experiences 
success/joy, demonstrates 
empathy, or reaches 
acceptance (apologies, 
punishment, death).

• The character reflects 
and discovers more about 
himself. 

• The character may change, 
stay true to himself, or fail to 
learn from his experiences.

• The character is in 
crisis.

• Insight into what  
he is willing to risk.

• More insight about 
what’s at stake and 
his fear of failure.

• The character is 
forced to make a 
decision.

• He may receive 
outside help or 
advice.

Understand how a story works. Where you 
are in the story determines what information 
is revealed about which story element.

SECRET SITE
RESOURCES
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SPIN-OFF SPIN-OFF 
SESSIONSESSION
TEXT-BASED RESPONSES
Session 4  | Extended Responses

Recognize the overall structure of the information.

Expect longer texts to vary structures among sections.

Understand the 6 ways to organize information.

Relate text structure to author’s purpose. 
IF THE AUTHOR USED THE…   HE WANTS TO…

• Procedural text structure…  • Teach or instruct the reader.
• Descriptive text structure…  • Explain or illustrate something. 
• Compare-Contrast text structure… • Study 2 separate items. 
• Cause-Effect text structure…  • Relate 2 things.  
• Problem-Solution text structure…  • Name a problem & its solution. 
• Argumentative text structure…  • Persuade the reader.

• Informs the reader.

• Presents factual 
information.

• Uses paragraphs 
to teach, explain, 
describe, or compare 
information.

• Persuades the reader.

• Presents opinions & facts 
interpreted by the author.

• Uses paragraphs to reveal 
opinions with facts, 
examples, quotes, and  
data as support.

NONFICTION PERSUASIVE

• Summary

• Report

• Directions

• Procedures

• Business letter

• Opinion, editorial, essay

• Speech, debate

• Review, evaluation

• Advertisement

• Commercial

INFORMATIONAL STRUCTURES

Identify differences between genres.
Compare nonfiction v persuasive texts.

INFORMATIONAL TEXT

BODY | Examines two items by category. 

• TOPIC SENTENCE | Identifies a 
category.

• SUPPORT |  Reveals similarities & 
differences within that category.

COMPARE-CONTRASTCOMPARE-CONTRAST

To study 2 things

INTRO | Names items being compared.

CONCLUSION | Draws an overall 
conclusion about the two items.

DESCRIPTIVEDESCRIPTIVE

To explain

BODY | Organizes specific details 
into subtopics.

• TOPIC SENTENCE | Names 1 part/facet.
• SUPPORT | Describes that single part 

or facet.

INTRO | Introduces the broad subject.

CONCLUSION | Emphasizes the 
significance or importance.

• TOPIC SENTENCE | Names 1 cause/effect.
• SUPPORT | Describes why or how one 

impacts the other.

CAUSE-EFFECTCAUSE-EFFECT

Relate 2 things

CONCLUSION | Reinforces what happened 
because of something else.

INTRO | Introduces the effect(s) and 
suspected cause(s)— or visa versa.

BODY | Describes the effects (or causes). • TOPIC SENTENCE | Reveals an 
attempted remedy.

• SUPPORT |  Describes (& might 
evaluate) the result of each “solution.” 

PROBLEM-SOLUTIONPROBLEM-SOLUTION

To show before & after

CONCLUSION | Reveals the solution, 
outcome, or current status.

INTRO | Introduces the problem.

BODY | Describes the responses/actions.

PROCEDURALPROCEDURAL

To teach how

BODY | Reveals info in order of occurrence.

• TOPIC SENTENCE |  Introduces a step.
• SUPPORT |  Describes what happened 

in that step, time, or phase.

INTRO | Names the event/process.

CONCLUSION | Highlights the impact or 
describes the result.

WHAT & WHYWHAT & WHY

To persuade/argue

BODY | Provides reasons and evidence.

• TOPIC SENTENCE |  States a reason 
or opinion.

• SUPPORT | Backs up the reason with 
facts, proof, and evidence.

INTRO | Reveals claim or overall opinion.

CONCLUSION | Emphasizes the 
significance of the position/argument.
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Author Purpose | Tornado Example

To persuade or convince

Overall 
purpose

Persuade
P

Inform
I

Entertain
E

Specific
purpose

To explain or describe

A description of the inside and eye of  
a tornado.

To teach or instruct

The 5 stages of a tornado—from how it 
forms to how it dies.

To relate 2 things

How the changing weather (cause) sets 
off a tornado alarm (effect).

To compare

A tornado to a hurricane.

To outline a Problem & its solution

To eliminate/decrease (solution) the 
number of tornadoes in Tornado  
Alley (problem).

To share a true story 

One resident’s effort to 
save lives during a tornado.

To share a unifying message

A state that set up ongoing 
tornado relief.

To share a true story

An unusual rescue.

To share stories 

Poverty and homelessness 
after a tornado.

Author Purpose | Tornado Example

Analyze the type of information and how it’s organized to determine the author’s purpose. 

To share opinion

(Name a specific tornado) 
was the most destructive in 
history.

To suggest or urge

Readers should donate to 
tornado relief funds.

To criticize

State government didn’t 
provide enough support after 
a tornado.

To praise

State government provided 
funds for post-tornado  
clean-up.

Persuade readers to donate 
money for tornado relief.

To inform or teach To entertain with a story

Inform readers about tornado safety. Entertain readers with a true 
tornado survival story.

Comparing Fiction v. Nonfiction v. Persuasive
FICTION NONFICTION

Purpose &
Physical 
Characteristics

• Written to entertain/engage the 
reader.

• Does not present true events; it is 
not real.

• Follows story plot (i.e., setting, 
characters, problem, solution).

• Read from beginning to end, in 
order. 

Content, 
Parts,
Ingredients

©2021 Smekens Education Solutions Inc.

Genres 
& Formats

PERSUASIVE

• Written to inform the reader.

• Presents factual information.

• Includes multiple facts on one topic.

• Uses paragraphs (e.g., topic 
sentences and supporting details) 
to teach, explain, describe, compare 
information.

• Written to persuade the reader.

• Presents information.

• Includes author’s opinion.

• Includes facts from the 
perspective of the author.

• The body paragraphs include topic 
sentences that reveal opinions 
with examples, statistics, and 
quotes in supporting sentences.

• Tells a story about characters in a 
described setting with a defined plot 
(problem, conflict, solution).

• Often includes a lesson or theme.

• May include a table of contents. 

• May include illustrations.

• Includes few or no text features.

• Uses figurative language.

• Conveys emotion.

• Always includes real people in 
real locations and highlights real 
events.

• Always includes a main idea.

• Often includes photographs.

• Often includes text features (e.g., 
bold words, charts, time lines, etc.)

• Usually includes academic/domain-
specific vocabulary.

• Focuses on a specific issue or 
desired goal.

• Includes a clear opinion or 
position.

• Usually ends with a call to action. 

• May include visual (e.g., 
photographs) or text features (e.g., 
bold words, italics, charts, etc.).

• May include academic/domain-
specific vocabulary.

• Often conveys strong emotion to 
persuade reader.

• Fairy Tale 

• Fable 

• Mystery

• Fantasy

• Summary

• Poem

• Report

• Directions, 
Recipe

• Business 
letter

• Opinion, Editorial

• Speech

• Review (e.g., book, movie, game)

• Recommendation (e.g., book)

• Advertisement

• Commercial

• Realistic fiction

• Historical fiction

• Science fiction

• Narrative poem

SECRET SITE
RESOURCES

RELEVANT 
RESOURCES
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GRADES 2-3

GRADES 6-12

ANCHOR ANCHOR 
CHARTSCHARTS

Recognize the what-and-why structure.

TABLE CLOTH  
The overall 
position/claim.

TABLE TOPS 
Each reason.

TABLE LEGS 
Evidence that 
supports each 
reason.

WHAT | The first 
sentences reveal 
what the author 
thinks believes, feels, 
or wants— his overall 
position or claim. 

WHY | The body 
paragraphs provide 
information about 
why he thinks that. 

ARGUMENTATIVE STRUCTURE

Arguments always include a proposition with support.

Expect a longer text to vary structures among sections.

Compare an argument 
to parts of a table.

Identify what evidence 
supports which reason. 

WhatWhat

WhyWhy

WhyWhy

WhyWhy

the author thinks.

he thinks it.

he thinks it.

he thinks it.

WHY HE THINKS, FEELS, OR BELIEVES IT? 

1.

2.

3.

THE AUTHOR’S OPINION:  What & Why
WHAT HE THINKS, FEELS, OR BELIEVES?
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• Only specific “leg” details 
(i.e., facts) support 
a certain “table top” 
reason (i.e., opinion). 

Position

Reason        

Evidence

WhatWhat

WhyWhy

WhyWhy

WhyWhy

Reason        

Evidence

Reason        

Evidence

• Supporting “leg” details from one reason cannot 
be interchanged for another.

• Accurately and objectively tracing an author’s 
argument requires delineating what evidence 
supports which reason.

SPINOFF SESSIONS
TEXT-BASED RESPONSES
       Session 2 | Primary Writing
       Session 3 | Constructed Responses

SECRET SITE
RESOURCES


