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VOCABULARY 
& WORD  

STUDY

WORD PART MEANING EXAMPLE

-ing (14%)

un- (26%)

-or, -er, -ar

-ion, -tion, -ation, -ition

spect-

verb form

not

one who

act, process

to look at

playing

unhappy

doctor, teacher, liar

action 

inspect

Grow students’ vocabularies exponentially.
Understand the advantage of the generative concept.

• Take what is known and apply it to what is 
new.

• Every syllable (in a multisyllabic word) is a 
root.

• Know that 90% of English words with more 
than one syllable are Latin-based.

• Know that the remaining 10% of English 
words are Greek-based.

• Realize that a single Latin root generates 
5-20 English words.

A root is a WORD PART. A root has 

meaning or a definition. Roots give 

words their FIXED MEANING. Put various 

PARTS TOGETHER to form different 

words— each with a unique meaning.

BASE
A word or word part that 

carries the meaning. 
Affixes may be 

attached 
to it.

PREFIX
Attached to the 
beginning of a 

base and changes 
the meaning. 

SUFFIX
Attached to the 

end of a base and 
indicates particular 

part of speech.
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As early as 1941, 
researchers 

estimated that, 
for students in 
grades 4-12, a 

6,000-word gap 
separated students 

at the 25th and 
50th percentiles on 
standardized tests.”

“

WILLIAM E. NAGY & 
PATRICIA HERMAN
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ROOT-WORD INSTRUCTION

•	Layer students’ background 
knowledge across days. 

•	Reveal etymology and origin 
information. 

•	Connect meaning to a story.

Provide students opportunities to earn the “key.”
Unlock meaning with direct instruction.

•	Review comprehensive list for 
options. 

•	Analyze content-area curriculum and 
texts to identify 30 grade-level roots. 

•	Align the lists across grade level, 
looking for overlaps.

BUILD THE LIST.

RELEVANT RELEVANT 
RESOURCESRESOURCES

PROVIDE BACKGROUND.

PREFIXES, CONTINUED MEANING EXAMPLE

hetero- different heterogenous 

homo- same homophone

hyper- over, excessive hyperactive

hypo- under, too little hypothermia

intra- within intramural

kilo- thousand kilometer

macro- large, long macroeconomics

magni- great, large magnify

mal- bad malfunction

mega- large, million megaphone

meta- change metaphor

micro- small, short microscope

milli- thousand millimeter

mon-, mono- one monorail

neo- new neonatal

omni-, pan- all omnificent, panorama

per- through permit

peri- around periscope

poly- many polysyllabic

post- after postpone

prot- first, chief protagonist

pseudo- false pseudonym

syn- together synchronize

ultra- beyond unltraconservative

SOURCE: The Reading Teacher’s Book of Lists, E. Fry, Ph.D., & J. Kress, Ed.D. ©2012 Smekens Education Solutions • www.SmekensEducation.com

PREFIXES MEANING EXAMPLE
anti- against antifreeze

bi-, bin- two bicycle, binocular

de- opposite of, down deform, decrease

dis- (7%) not, opposite disappear

ex- former ex-wife

im-,  in-, ir-, il- (11%) not impossible, invisible

inter- among, between intermission

mid- middle midsemester

mis- wrong, not misbehave

multi- many, much mutlicolored

non- not nonsense

over- too much overdue

pre- before precaution

pro- forward, favor proceed, Pro-American

re- (14%) again, back rewrite, repay

semi- half semicircle

sub- under, below submarine

super- above, beyond supermarket

tele- distant telescope

trans- across transfer

tri- three triangle

un- (26%) not unhappy

under-  below, less than underground, under-
paid

SOURCE: The Reading Teacher’s Book of Lists, E. Fry, Ph.D., & J. Kress, Ed.D. ©2012 Smekens Education Solutions • www.SmekensEducation.com

base

prefix suffix

Basic

SUFFIXES MEANING EXAMPLE
-able, -ible can be done likeable

-al, -ial having characteristics of final

-arium, -orium place for aquarium, auditorium

-ed (20%)  past-tense verbs wanted

-en to make frighten

-er comparative, more bigger

-est comparative, most biggest

-ful full of sorrowful

-ic having characteristics of comic

-ify to make  terrify

-ing (14%) verb form/present participle playing

-ion, -tion, -ation, -ition act, process action

-ish relating to childish

-ity, -ty state of activity

-ive, -ative, -itive adjective form of a noun attentive

-less without hopeless

-ly (7%) characteristic of friendly

-ment action or process enjoyment

-ness state of, condition of happiness

-or, -er, -ar one who doctor, teacher, liar

 -ous, -eous, -ious possessing the qualities of joyous, serious

-s, -es (31%) plural boys, boxes

-ship state or quality of hardship

-y characterized by funny

SOURCE: The Reading Teacher’s Book of Lists, E. Fry, Ph.D., & J. Kress, Ed.D. ©2012 Smekens Education Solutions • www.SmekensEducation.com

base

prefix suffix

Basic

BASES 
MEANING 

EXAMPLE

act- 

do 

react

aero- 

air 

aerobics

agr- 

field 

agrarian

alter- 

other 

alternate

anim- 

life, spirit 

animate

ann, enn 

year 

annual, biennial

aqua- 

water 

aquatic 

ast- 

star 

astronomy

audi-, audit- 

hear, listen  

audience, audition

biblio- 

book 

bibliography

card-, cord- 

heart 

cardiac, cordial

chron- 

time 

chronoicle

claim-, clam 

shout 

proclaim, exclamation

cog- 

know 

recognize

corp- 

body 

corporation

cosm- 

universe 

cosmonaut

cred-, credit- 

believe  

incredible, discredit

cur- 

run, go 

occur

cycl- 

circle, ring 

cyclone

dict- 

say, tell, speak 

dictate

doc- 

teach 

doctrine

duc-, duct- 

lead 

conduct 

fac-, fic-, fact- 

do, make 

factory, efficient

gen 

birth, race 

generation, genocide

SOURCE: The Reading Teacher’s Book of Lists, E. Fry, Ph.D., & J. Kress, Ed.D.
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base

prefix
suffix

Basic
PREFIXES MEANING EXAMPLE
a- on aboard

ab- from abormal

ad- to, toward, add to admit

after- after afternoon

ambi-, amphi- both, around ambidextrous, amphibian

auto- self autograph

be- make befriend

bene- good benefit

cent-, centi- hundred(th) century, centimeter

circu-, circum-  around circumference

co-, com-, con-, col- with, together cooperate, combine

contra-, contro-, counter-  against, opposite contradict, counteract 

dec-, deci- ten(th) decade, decible

di- two, double dioxide

dia- through, across diameter

du-, duo- two duplicate, duo

dys- bad dysfunctional

e- out, away eject

en-, em- cause to enjoy

equi- equal equator

eu- good euphoria

fore- before foresee

giga- billion gigabyte

hemi- half hemisphere

SOURCE: The Reading Teacher’s Book of Lists, E. Fry, Ph.D., & J. Kress, Ed.D. ©2012 Smekens Education Solutions • www.SmekensEducation.com

base

prefix suffix

Advanced

WORD PARTS MEANING EXAMPLE
-ing (14%) verb form/present participle playing

-ed (20%)  past-tense verbs wanted

s, -es (31%) plural boys, boxes

re- (14%) again, back rewrite, repay

un- (26%) not unhappy

dis- (7%) not, opposite disappear

mis- wrong, not misbehave

-or, -er, -ar one who doctor, teacher, liar

-er comparative, more bigger

-est comparative, most biggest

-ly (7%) characteristic of friendly

-y characterized by funny

-ion, -tion, -ation, -ition act, process action

graph-, gram- write, letter biography, telegram

tele- distance television

photo- light photosynthesis

auto- self automobile

spect- to look at inspect

port- across transport

Teach words parts in this order

base

prefix suffix

English
 Language

 Learners

SOURCE: The Reading Teacher’s Book of Lists, E. Fry, Ph.D., & J. Kress, Ed.D. ©2012 Smekens Education Solutions • www.SmekensEducation.com

SECRET SITE RESOURCESSECRET SITE RESOURCES

VOCABULARY & WORD STUDY 
Session 5  |  Vocabulary Lists

SPIN-OFF SPIN-OFF 
SESSIONSESSION

MEET A ROOT.

•	Show the word part in print. 

•	Pronounce the word part in its various forms. 

•	Explain its meaning (or various meanings).

•	Generate a known list of words that include that root. 

•	Draw a box around or highlight the word part.  

•	Partners choose 1 or 2 words and discuss their 
meanings in light of the root. 



Compare vocabulary 
study to dating.

SECRET SITE SECRET SITE 
RESOURCERESOURCE
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ROOT-WORD INSTRUCTION

Use root knowledge to make connections to more words. 

Associate the root meaning with a visual.

SHOW IT VISUALLY.

Connect each word part to a visual.
1. List the root and its meaning.

2. Identify a visual to demonstrate the meaning.

3. List words. NOW IT’S NOW IT’S 
YOUR TURNYOUR TURN

SECRET SITE SECRET SITE 
RESOURCESRESOURCES

Created by Nadine Gilkison                                                                                                                                                                                  www.SmekensEducation.com  
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ROOT-WORD INSTRUCTION

Deepen root meaning and broaden word connections. 
Generate words from an individual root. 

NOW IT’S YOUR TURNNOW IT’S YOUR TURN
Draw/Find a VISUAL 
that corresponds 
with the sentence.

Apply the same root 
to the outer spokes to 
make known WORDS.

Demonstrate the 
root meaning in a 
simple SENTENCE. 

SECRET SECRET 
SITESITE
RESOURCESRESOURCES
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ROOT-WORD INSTRUCTION

CONTEXT CLUES | Utilize 
root knowledge on the fly.

ADD IT UP | Build words with known roots. 

PARTS CHART | 
Put multiple roots 
together to “build” 
a word’s meaning.

THE JEOPARDY PRINCIPLE | List words or phrases  
students likely don’t know but include a known root.  

SECRET SECRET 
SITESITE
RESOURCESRESOURCES

Develop and refine understanding with word play. 

Look for a WORD PART.
prefix… base… suffix…

BEFOREBEFORE AFterAFter

@Sm
ekens Education

READER 
THINKING 
Session 2 
Context Clues

SPIN-OFF SPIN-OFF 
SESSIONSESSION

retro (backward, back)
retrograde 
retrospect
retrofit
retrogress
retrovirus

dur (harden, to last, lasting)
corduroy
epidural
obdurate
dured


