
THE COMPREHENSION PLAYBOOK 										             © SMEKENS EDUCATION SOLUTIONS, INC.

READERS

TRACK IDEAS

GRADES  7-12comprehension

SKILL PURPOSE
Beyond simply comprehending what is happening, knowing when, 

where, and to whom it is happening helps the reader understand why 
something happened. 

Individuals, ideas, and events do not live in a vacuum. They respond to 
one another. To discover those actions, reactions, and interactions, the 
reader must track the development of individuals, settings, and events 
and then analyze the relationship and impact one has on the other. 

GRADE 7

GRADE 8

GRADES 9-10

Analyze the interactions between individuals, 
events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas 
influence individuals or events or how individuals 
influence ideas or events).

INDIANA RC 6		  ROUND 1, Days 1-6
Analyze a series of ideas or events, including 
the order in which the points are made and 
developed, and the connections that are drawn 
between them.

INDIANA RC 5		  ROUND 1, Days 1-6

GRADES 11-12

Analyze the development of a central idea over 
the course of a text, including its relationship to 
supporting ideas; provide a detailed, objective 
summary of the text.

INDIANA RC 4		  ROUND 1, Days 1-2
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of 
events and explain how specific ideas, events, and 
individuals develop throughout the text.

INDIANA RC 6		  ROUND 1, Days 1-2

CCSS RI 3 	  CCSS RI 3 	          
Analyze how a text makes connections among 
and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or 
events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or 
categories).

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of 
events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, 
or events interact and develop over the course of 
the text.

CCSS RI 3 	      CCSS RI 3 	
Analyze the interactions between individuals, 
events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas 
influence individuals or events, or how 
individuals influence ideas or events).

Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 
series of ideas or events, including the order 
in which the points are made, how they are 
introduced and developed, and the connections 
that are drawn between them.



Readers collect every detail about a 
specific idea, event, or person. 
Review the purpose of nonfiction 
summaries— to provide the reader with 
the main points and big picture of a text. 
However, readers also read closely to 
intentionally track how one individual, event, idea is  
introduced and developed throughout the text.

•	Define tracking as collecting all details about only one facet. 
•	Compare to tracking an animal. Each step/detail  

on the journey is getting the hunter/reader closer.
Reveal the Event Tracker to collect details about: 

•	DAY 1— WHAT: In the top portion of each box, note 
details about the event, how it worked, and/or how 
it happened. List these small details in a sequence, 
including what changed, evolved, or developed. 

•	DAY 2— WHO: Note details about a single person or 
group in the bottom portion of each box.

Remember, summaries provide a broad overview— but tracking collects and 
analyzes every little detail.

ROUND 1 • 6 days
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WEEK-LONG FOCUS
Track the development and impact 
an individual, event, idea, or concept 
throughout an informational text.
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TEXT  
CONSIDERATIONS
This week will utilize various 
previously-read nonfiction 
texts. Consider excerpts from 
science and social studies 
texts.

DAYS 1-2
Return to a short nonfiction 
text or excerpt that 
demonstrates how a key 
person was involved in an 
event or concept. 

• DAY 1 | Model how to 
collect the who, what, 
where, & when details of 
the event/concept within 
the upper left-hand 
corners of the Interaction 
Tracker.

• DAY 2 | Model how to 
collect the do, say, think 
& feel details of the 
individual/group related 
to the event within the 
bottom right-hand corners 
of the Interaction Tracker. 

Describe the impact an individual (or setting) had on 
the event.  Project/Post the thinking from I-do and We-do 
examples created earlier in the week. Model a written response, 
applying all previously-taught W.A.R. skills. Teach the next 
W.A.R. skill in the scaffold.

Readers see the cause-effect relationship between 
individuals and events. 
Analyze the individual’s impact on the overall idea, 
event, or concept. Meaning: What is the relationship 
between this individual and this event? Characters are 
not separate from events and concepts. 
Were his traits helping or hindering the situation? Their 
traits can have a positive (e.g., persevering, flexible) or 
negative (e.g., impatient, naive) impact.
This influence is based on determining if his traits 
helped or hindered the situation. Consider what would 
be different if he behaved differently. Apply If/Then thinking. To determine the 
impact of this character on this idea or event, consider if his character traits 
were opposite of what they actual were.

Readers see the cause-effect relationship between settings and events. 
Setting can impact an event, too. Individual actions 
or reactions within a setting or situation causes or 
impacts an event, invention, or idea (e.g., human 
pollution led to global warming, colonization changed 
the landscape, lack of water led to migration, etc.).

1. Track the event/concept.
2. Track the specific setting details stated in the text.
3. Infer the shifts in setting and why they happened. 
4. Analyze the impact of the setting. If the setting were different, how would 

the event/concept be impacted? Could the same event have happened 
anywhere at that time? Could the same event happen today? 
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INTERACTION TRACKER | EVENT & INDIVIDUAL
NONFICTION

DAY 3 
Analyze the individual’s/
group’s actions and decisions 
during key moments of the 
event. Infer the impact his/
their personality traits had on 
the event.

DAY 4
Return to a short nonfiction 
text or excerpt that 
demonstrates how the 
setting impacted an event or 
concept. 

BEFORE THIS LESSON, record 
the event details from a 
previously-read text within 
the upper left-hand corners of 
the Interaction Tracker.

During the lesson, review how 
to track the corresponding 
setting details. 

 

DAY 5
Analyze the setting details. 
Infer the impact/outcome 
of the event had the setting 
been different.

INTERACTION TRACKER | EVENT & SETTING
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NONFICTION

WHO IMPACT

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Individuals Impact Events
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EVENT

Delivered the “I Have a 
Dream” speech on August 
28, 1963 in Washington, D.C.

George Washington shaped the office of President. He believed 
that it was necessary to strike a balance between making the 
presidency powerful enough to function effectively while avoiding 
establishing a monarchy or dictatorship. He set standards for 
political power, military practice, and economic policy.

He was a well-known Civil Rights activist who was a charismatic 
leader with devoted followers. His strong belief in nonviolent protest 
helped set the tone of the movement. Boycotts, protests, and 
marches were eventually effective resulting in legislation being 
passed against racial discrimination.

In addition to leading more than 300 slaves to freedom, this stubborn 
and defiant woman helped ensure the final defeat of slavery in the 
United States by aiding the Union during the American Civil War. She 
served as a scout, a spy, and a nurse.

Served as the first U.S. 
President from April 30, 
1789 – March 4, 1797

George Washington

Amelia Earhart

Departed on the morning of 
July 2, 1937 with her naviga-
tor, Fred Noonan, to attempt 
to circumnavigate the globe

In her brief life, the adventurous and ambitious Amelia Earhart 
became a record-breaking female aviator whose international fame 
improved public acceptance of aviation in general and paved the 
way for other women in commercial flight.

Harriet Tubman Led slaves to freedom on 
the Underground Railroad
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INDIVIDUAL CHARACTER TRAITS IF…
THEN.... 

George Washington Wise,  
Even-Tempered

If Washington had been a hothead… Then he might have acted rashly and lost the War. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Charismatic,  
Determined

If King had been boring and unsure… Then people wouldn’t have listened to him.

Abraham Lincoln Responsible,  
Principled, Humble

If Lincoln had not taken 
responsibility…

Then slavery might not have been abolished.

Harriet Tubman Stubborn,  
Defiant

If Harriet had been submissive  and passive…
Then hundreds of slaves would not have known freedom.

Amelia Earhart Adventurous,  
Ambitious If Earhart had been timid and shy… Then she would not have inspired  other women to dream.

Mother Teresa Caring,  
Selfless If Mother Teresa had been selfish… Then thousands of poor and helpless  would not have received care.

Rosa Parks Resolute, Caring,  
Brave, Proud

If Rosa Parks had been 
halfhearted…

Then segregation would have  continued longer.

The Impact of Individuals & Their Traits | IF… THEN…


