
1A | Determine 

the mode or 

genre of the 

reading-series task.

3A | Consider the writing topics to utilize in 

the lesson and practice time.

Teach writing skills before executing the writing task in the reading series

2A | Determine which 

Smekens mini-

lessons best target 

the skills.

1B | Identify 

skills needed 

for that  

particular 

writing task. 

1C | Narrow down which one(s) you will 

teach before this writing task comes up 

in reading series. 

2B | Create the collateral needed to deliver the 

instruction.

• Access texts, topics, notes, and charts from the 

reading series. 

• Access anchor charts, visual icons, and graphic 

organizers tied to this skill, genre, or mode of writing. 

• Check the digital resources for Launching the Writer’s 

Workshop.

• General-knowledge topics are ideal when �rst 

introducing a new writing skill.

• Core-knowledge topics from the reading series 

are a possibility, but the bring an added layer of 

rigor to the writing task.

3B | Finalize the topics to use in instruction 

and practice.

• Each mini-lesson NEEDS 2 topics/subtopics to 

model the I-DO and I-DO-again.

• Each Writing-Time requires at least 1 additional 

topic/subtopic to assign students to write 

about. Students should practice the new skill 

while expressing their own ideas on a new 

topic— not just copy from the mini-lesson.

NARRATIVE: 

TO ENTERTAIN

PERSUADE: 

TO CONVINCE

INFORM: 

TO TEACH

Narrative
Create a basic plot
Make something happen to someone

Essentials 

Sequence time & events
Connect action with transitions

IDEAS

ORGANIZATION

Describe the action
Use sensory details to develop key moments

Set the right mood

WORD CHOICE

“Show” close-up details
Describe main character(s) & setting(s)  

Reveal character feelings & setting tone
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Hook & satisfy readers
Start & end the story intentionally

ORGANIZATION

VOICE

WORD CHOICE

Informative
Select a narrow topic
Introduce the subject and a specific focus

List important points
State each reason, step, or facet

Essentials 

IDEAS

Group related details
Organize ideas to fit the text structure

ORGANIZATION

IDEAS

Add speci�cs & support
Develop ideas with examples, facts, & quotesIDEAS

Use topic-related words
Sound like an expert; define key termsWORD CHOICE

Restate the topic/thesis
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ORGANIZATION

Conclude with a final thought or a so what? 

STEP 1

DETERMINE SKILLS

STEP 3

MODEL TOPICS

STEP 2

FIND RESOURCES

Persuasive
Essentials 

Write your 

opinion.

ORGANIZATION

End with What 

and How you feel.

Give
details.

Name the 

2 sides.

ORGANIZATION

Find the 

strongest side.

ORGANIZATION

IDEAS

IDEAS

What

PRE WRITE SK ILL

PRE WRITE SK ILL
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Why Why Why

WhatWhat

HHoww
and

Informative
Essentials 
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Give facts 

and details.

End with the topic.

List and sort

topic details.

Write 

the topic.
ORGANIZATION

ORGANIZATION

Add more details.

ORGANIZATION

IDEAS

PRE WRITE SK ILL

TopicTopic

TopicTopic

DetailDetail
DetailDetail DetailDetail

K L

O P Q

U V W

R S T

X Y Z

M N
G H

I J
A B C D E F

Topic

Narrative
Essentials 

Write in 

time order.

Think of a 

problem.

Plan a 

solution.

IDEAS

ORGANIZATION

Add actions

and feelings.

1
2

3

DODO SAYSAY

FEEL

THINKTHINK

IDEAS

IDEAS

PRE WRITE SK ILL

PRE WRITE SK ILL

Name the 

character(s).
IDEAS

PRE WRITE SK ILL
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