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SWRITE calendar for test prep

Begin with the end in mind.
Understand the complexity of the typical extended reading response.

Students will typically followed
by a series of

requiring a

CYMTHESES

Wildfire texts, prompt, note-taking document, & written response

Consider the individual skills students must possess to independently and successfully complete this task.
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Plan time to teach and practice several areas of reading instruction.

Decoding

Fluency
Vocabulary/Word Work
Core Knowledge

Comprehension

REA,
S9C :'_}’0?8%
00 How to orally e 2
retell/summarize
literature.

[] How to orally retell/
summarize information.

1 How to explain the
development of one
idea across a text.

1 How to explain the impact/relationship
of two ideas across a text.

[J How to determine the main idea/
central idea.

[J How to determine the theme/author's
message.

[J How to analyze how text features/text
structure shape meaning.

1 How to analyze the impact of author
choices (e.g., word choice, figurative
language, and literary devices).

1 How to compare texts, ideas, or
perspectives.

L1 How to combine details from the
SAME text to infer a new idea not
literally stated in the text.

1 How to combine details from
MULTIPLE texts to synthesize a new
idea not literally stated in any of the
texts.

Reading Responses

- Teach 1-2 new reading-response

SYWVTHESES

skills within every unit (i.e., every
5-10 days).
« Teach 15-20 total skills.

« Apply each NEW skill to those
previously taught.

Readers record their thinking about 1 text.

L1 How to determine information worthy of noting.

L1 How to list text details quickly and efficiently (e.g., bullets,
abbreviations).

1 How to note text details and reader thoughts.

[J How to annotate thoughts in the margin of text.

Readers restate information from 1 text.

[J How to recall information learned from 1 text.

[J How to retell a short text.

[J How to paraphrase an excerpt/an author’s idea.

] How to summarize the most important information from
alonger text.

Readers write short constructed responses (2-5
sentences) about 1 text.

[J How to write the reader’s idea/answer in a topic sentence.

L1 How to repeat key words from the question/prompt
within the first sentence.

1 How to choose the strongest evidence to support the
reader’s answer/idea.

[J How to introduce evidence from print text (e.g., According
to Source 1..., The article states.. ., etc.).

1 How to introduce second and third pieces of evidence.

[J How to cite visual, audio, and video-based evidence.

1 How to blend the reader’s own words with specific words
and details pulled from the original text.

1 How to connect the evidence to the answer/inference
within an overall concluding statement.

[J How to elaborate on text evidence (e.g., This is important
because..., This means..., This suggests...).

Readers decode
prompts to determine
the writing mode or
purpose.

[J How to recognize key
words in context that
indicate a persuasive
response.

L1 How to recognize key
words in context that
indicate an argumentative
response (grades 7-12).

[J How to recognize key
words in context that
indicate a narrative
response.

L1 How to recognize key
words in context that
indicate an informative/
compare-contrast
response.

[J How to recognize key
words in context that
indicate an informative/
main-idea, descriptive, or
categorical response.

L1 How to recognize key
words in context that
indicate an informative/
procedural or
chronological response.

Readers record their thinking about
multiple texts.

[J How to organize text details (and reader
thoughts) from multiple sources.

[ How to note corroborating/repeated
information across texts— and the
reader’s thoughts about it.

[J How to note new information unique to
each text— and the reader’s thoughts
about it.

[J How to note contradictory information
across texts— and the reader’s thoughts
about it.

1 How to collect text details to re-purpose
as story elements in a narrative response.

Readers generate multiple
paragraphs supported with evidence.

1 How to meet the evidence requirement
in a narrative by weaving in details from
the original text(s).

[J How to stretch each new reader idea
(inference or synthesis) into a topic
sentence.

[J How to develop a single paragraph
for each new reader idea (inference
or synthesis) with text evidence,
explanation, and elaboration.

1 How to reveal each new reader idea
(inference or synthesis) by stacking the
individual paragraphs to create the body
of an extended response.
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Plan time to teach and practice multiple areas of writing instruction.

Language Foundations

CONVENTIONS RUBRIC

SCORE2 SCORE 1 NS

Writers accurately use
grade-level conventions.

J How to recognize ___.

[J How to editand fix ___.

[J How to apply ___
accurately within a first
draft.

Writers are aware of
sentence syntax.

[J How to communicate
complete thoughts.

[J How to vary sentence
structures.

[J How to vary sentence
lengths.

[J How to vary sentence types.

1 How to combine details into
a single, efficient sentence.

Writers posses
transcription skills.

1 How to spell grade-level
words.

] How to spell "big" words
phonetically.

[J How to print legibly.

[J How to write cursive legibly.

[J How to use keyboarding
skills to type handwritten
work.

[0 How to compose onto a
screen.

Genre Instruction

- Teach 2-3 new genre-instruction
skills every week.

- Teach approximately 50 total skills.

« Apply each NEW skill to those
previously taught.

Writers recognize the physical layout

and ingredients of different formats.

1 How to format and structure
correspondence— a letter, email, or memo.

[J How to format and structure an article.

[J How to format and structure an essay or
literary analysis.

[J How to format and structure a speech.

[J How to format and structure a story.

Writers execute the writing process in

various situations.

[J How to build stamina to write for longer
periods.

[J How to develop persistence and resilience
as a writer.

L1 How to brainstorm writing topics.

1 How to prewrite to match the structure and
purpose.

[J How to expand (puff up) the prewrite into
a first draft.

L] How to give peer-revision feedback.

[J How to revise writing.

[J How to make room for new ideas during
revision.

L1 How to give peer-editing feedback.

[ How to edit writing.

[J How to co-write with one or more students.

[J How to start and finish the writing process
in one sitting.

[J How to use Al during prewriting.

[J How to use Al during revision.

1 How to use Al during editing.

Writers generate persuasive/argumentative pieces about topics and texts.

EVIDENCE & ELABORATION
4 3 2 1 NS

ORGANIZATION & STRUCTURE
4 3 2 1 NS

PERSUASIVE/ARG RUBRIC

[J How to recognize multiple perspectives on a debatable topic.

[J How to identify the strongest side.

[J How to introduce a debatable topic.

I How to write an opinion/claim about a topic or text.

I How to acknowledge the opposition in the introduction (grades 7-12).
[ How to follow the What & Why structure.

[J How to group details to form reasons.

[J How to support reasons by elaborating with facts and evidence.

[J How to identify strengths and limitations per reason (grades 9-12).

[J How to link the claim and reasons with transitions.

1 How to transition between details within a paragraph.

1 How to develop reason(s) for the opposition (grades 7-12).

I How to restate the claim in a conclusion.

[ How to integrate the counterclaim within the conclusion (grades 7-12).
[J How to maintain a formal style (grades 6-12).

Writers generate informative pieces about topics and texts.

INFORMATIVE RUBRIC

EVIDENCE & ELABORATION
4 3 2 1 NS

ORGANIZATION & STRUCTURE
4 3 2 1 NS

[ How to list known information and organize it by genre and structure.
[J How to group details by category within compare-contrast writing.

[J How to group details by steps in procedural writing.

[0 How to group details by key point/subtopic in categorical/main-idea writing.
[J How to stretch each key point/subtopic into a sentence.

[J How to elaborate with facts, definitions, quotes, and examples.

I How to transition between paragraphs.

I How to transition between details within a paragraph.

[ How to introduce the topic and purpose.

[J How to restate the topic or purpose in the conclusion.

[J How to use precise and domain-specific vocabulary (grades 4-12).

I How to maintain a formal style (grades 6-12).

Writers generate narrative pieces about topics and texts.

NARRATIVE RUBRIC

EVIDENCE & ELABORATION
4 3 2 1 Ns

ORGANIZATION & STRUCTURE
4 1 Ns

I How to plan a story's problem, solution, character, and setting.

I How to establish the situation or conflict in the middle.

I How to solve/resolve the problem/conflict in the end.

[J How to introduce the character, setting, and situation at the beginning.

[J How to structure a narrative using a problem-solution arc.

[J How to elaborate on events with dialogue, actions, thoughts, and feelings.
[J How to signal the order of events with temporal or transition words.

] How to describe using precise words and sensory details (grades 5-12).
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Create a reading & writing calendar for test prep CONQUER STATE ASSESSMENTS
« Teach 1-2 new reading-response skills within every reading unit (i.e., every 5-10 days). « Teach 2-3 new genre-instruction skills every week.
« Teach approximately 15-20 total reading-response skills. - Teach approximately 50 total genre-writing skills.
« Apply each new skill to those previously taught. « Apply each new skill to those previously taught.
SEMESTER 1 SEMESTER 1
Decoding Comprehension Reading Response Genre Instruction Language
. . . Foundations
Fluency Instruction Instruction targets how to Instruction targets the [ Persuasive | [Araumentaiive| Finformative
targets communicate reader thinking in essential standards- i) | Benaeae | Units include
Vocabulary/ grade-level writing. based skills listed e | e | i direct
WordWork comprehension - How to record thinking during reading. for each mode e | e | e = " Inst(;ucltlonlon
skills outlined ; i ; (e.g., persuasive/ grade-leve
- How to restate information after reading. 4
core within the ) d argumentative RELEVANT RESOURCES language
Knowledge + How to write short-constructed responses. . . o . . . .
standards. informative, narrative), including different formats (e.g., essays, conventions.
literary analysis, letters).
- Responses are based on prompts tied to the reading curriculum. - Students execute writing tasks independently.
- Initial reading responses are generated together as a class. - Emphasize the importance of knowing the essential skills per mode.
« As reading-response skills are taught, practiced, and become more - Writing topics are usually "general knowledge" to lessen the cognitive load.
familiar, expect students to apply them more independently. « Units conclude with a new, independent, from-scratch product.

- Some writing is composed directly onto a screen.

becoding)  [comprehension) YW RITING-ABOUT-READING INSTRUCTION

Fluency Instruction targets .

skills relevant to Reading Response Genre Instruction Language Foundations
Vocabulary/ multiple & more Instruction t ts h t icat der thinking i iti . . o .
Word Work complex texts nstruction targets how to communicate reader thinking in writing. Instruction spirals through Units include direct

P « How to decode prompts to determine the mode/purpose of the response. the essential persuasive/ instruction on grade-level

(e.g., compare promp purp .

Eore - texté synthesize « How to record thinking about mu|tip|e texts. argumentatlve, |nf0rmat|Ve, |anguage conventions.
nowle e ’ . ey N
9 ideas). - How to generate multi-paragraph extended responses. and narrative writing skills

taught previously.

SRS

- Writing topics are mostly extended responses to prompts about 1 or more texts.

- Students apply knowledge of mode-specific skills and structures previously taught.

« Writing tasks spiral through various combinations of modes, genres, and formats.

- Students execute writing tasks independently— many of which are first-and-only drafts.

« Units conclude with new, independent, from-scratch products started and finished in one sitting.
« Most writing is composed directly onto a screen.
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