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Execute mini-lessons in 4 steps.

1

Identify the characteristics of direct instruction.

SPARK YOUR NEXT STEPS
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SECRET SITE 
RESOURCE



• WHAT is the skill? This skill is…, This means (de�nition)… 

• WHAT does the skill look like? Here’s an example of this skill. 

(Reveal strong/or weak examples of the skill.) 

• WHY is the skill important?  Using this skill helps…,  It’s an 

important skill because…, Writers want to…, Readers value 

when writers do this because (impact)… 

• WHEN & WHERE is the skill used? Writers use this when…, 

Use this in your writing where you need…, Whenever you want 

to  ____ in your writing, you should incorporate this skill.

• WHAT is the skill like? This is like…, This works like…, 

Compare this to a... 

• HOW does the skill work?  To do this…, Writers think 

about…, Look for a place to…, Here are the parts of…, There 

are di�erent types of…, Follow these steps…, To remember 

these steps, I’ll record it on an anchor chart. 

Step 1

Step 2A

• Provide a lesson link.  I’ve noticed in your writing… Now we’re 

ready to learn… We are starting a new type of writing… 

• Name the skill using academic vocabulary. Writers call this… 

• O�er a general purpose for this skill. This will help you/

writers to…

• Tag the skill with its umbrella writing trait. Learning this 

writing skill will improve the trait of…

30-SECOND INTRODUCTION
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STEP 1STEP 1

© S M E K E N S E D U C AT I O N S O LU T I O N S, I N C.   W W W.S M E K E N S E D U C AT I O N.CO M

Perspective

Shifting attitudes/

voice within a piece

Reader-writer 

connection

Writer’s attitude or  

feelings about the topic

Characters 

with voice

Writing to 

an audience

Voice with type 

(NO, !!!, yuck)

Voice
Adjectives 

(color words, 

number words, 

descriptions,  

5 senses) Action 

verbs

Descriptions; 

Imagery

(show, don’t tell)

Adverbs

Speci�c nouns 

(right word, 

right spot)

Synonyms (varied 

word choice); 

Shades of meaning

Word 
Choice

Figurative language

Varied sentence types 

(. ! ? simple, compound, complex) Varied sentence 

lengths

Varied sentence

beginnings
Varying sentence 

lengths for impact

Complete 

thoughts;

Complete 

sentences

Readability; 

Sounds good;

Easy to read aloudSentence 
Fluency

Pre-writing; 

Planning

Hook; First liner

Title

3 parts of BME

Ending; Last Liner

Transitions

Sequence; Order of ideas

Flashback; 

Foreshadow

Clumping like-ideas together

Organized by time

Organization

Narrow topic

Supporting ideas with 

reasons & examples
Knowledgeable 

writing topics

Writing for 

a purpose

Develop plot/action

Details,  development, 

& elaboration

Focused; Ideas stay on topic

Picture matches words

Develop setting

Develop characters

Ideas

Teach MINI SKILLS within 6-Trait Mini-Lessons

Punctuation 

( , ; — ‘ ... “ “ )

Proper noun

capitals

Readable spelling

Paragraph 

indents
Beginning

capitals

Endmarks .. !  ?

Word spacing

Top-to-bottom

Left-to-right

Word wrapping

Grammar

& mechanics

Spelling WWW

Conventions
Letter for-

mation

STEP 2ASTEP 2A
5-MINUTE INSTRUCTION

RELEVANT 
RESOURCES

Launching the 

Writer’s Workshop

SECRET SITE 
RESOURCES

Make mini-lesson magic DELIVER WRITING LESSONS
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Step 2B
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Transition from telling to showing. Let me show you how this works.

Jump between the anchor chart and I-DO example while modeling 
each small and deliberate action. 

• Reference the anchor chart to review the �rst step. Now, how do I 

start? Oh yeah, �rst I have to…

• Consider how the universal skill applies to the writing topic. So 

now I have to �nd a place to do that in my writing…

• Throughout the lesson, repeat key information. This is the skill 

of…, Writers use this skill when…, This improves the trait of…, This 

works like a (trigger). 

Think Aloud while demonstrating the skill from beginning to end. 

• Reveal the thoughts and actions of a writer when executing the 
task. This has me thinking that…, I need to…, I want…, The next 

step…, I should…

• Think through options and choices and how you make decisions. 
I’m wondering if…, When this happens, then…, Since I ___, then I 

should…,  So, I’m going to…

• Model (and overcome) a common mistake or writer struggle 
point with the skill. Wait! I should stop… , Maybe I…,  Another way 

to…, What if I…

Do all of this planned thinking and writing  “live” and in front of the 
students— but without their help. 

5-MINUTE DEMONSTRATION

STEP 2BSTEP 2B

WRITER ACTIONS WRITER THOUGHTS

RELEVANT 
RESOURCE

Think Aloud Cards

Make mini-lesson magic DELIVER WRITING LESSONS
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Step 3

Step 4

• Crystallize & generalize the skill. Today and every day when you write… That’s what writers do… 

When you want to (achieve this purpose), incorporate (this skill) into your writing.

• Explain the speci�cs of a parallel YOU-DO task to follow. During writing time, you will practice the 

same skill… You will write about… You are working (independently, with a partner, in a group).

• State the code phrase to transition from instruction to practice. Now it’s your turn! Let’s go be 

writers! It’s GO Time!

5-MINUTE INTERACTION

STEP 3STEP 3

30-SECOND CLOSURE

STEP 4STEP 4

• Set up a parallel experience. I’m going to do another one, and this time I want you 

to help me.

• Guide students through each step and decision while referring to the anchor 

chart. Now, what are we learning? What is this skill called? What do we do �rst? How 

could we write that? Writers use this skill when…, This improves the trait of…, This 

works like a (trigger). 

• Pause after each question and provide an Every-Student-Responds opportunity. 

Turn and talk. Circle ____ in the air. Give me a thumbs up if… In the air, write out 

the… Blurt out loud what you are thinking when I count to three. (1, 2, 3, Blurt!)

• Eavesdrop on students’ oral attempts during each Turn & Talk. 

• Regain control after 6-10 seconds.  Back to me!    

• Massage each of their attempts. I heard several students say… I saw many of you 

circling…

• Reteach and re�ne students’ understanding of each step throughout the 

experience. Remember that this skill includes…, When adding this to your writing,  

it’s important to…



Make mini-lesson magic DELIVER WRITING LESSONS
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STEP 2A  |  TELL THE CHILDREN  |  5 MINUTES STEP 2B  |  SHOW THE CHILDREN  |  5 MINUTES

Organizational Structure | WHAT & WHY K-1

S T E P  1  

I N T R O D U C E

S T E P  3 

I N T E R AC T

S T E P  4  

C LO S E

I do; 
You watch & listen.

WHAT the skill is | There are 2 parts to all persuasive writing— 
WHAT & WHY. You always put WHAT you think/believe about a 
topic (reveal WHAT on anchor chart) in the beginning of your 
persuasive writing. And then part 2 is in the middle; it’s WHY you think/believe it (reveal 
3 WHY train cars on anchor chart). This is how you always organize persuasive writing. 

WHY this skill is important | Writers can THINK/BELIEVE anything they want (Part 1). 
BUT, if we want to convince someone to agree, we also have to write Part 2 to explain 
WHY we think/believe it. That’s what all persuasive writing includes.

HOW this skill works | When you write/draw a persuasive, the �rst thing you tell the 
reader is WHAT you think/believe about a big topic or question: It’s good or bad, right or 

wrong, (favorite) like or dislike, best or worst, etc.

• Show the WHAT organizer/template.
• First we tell the reader WHAT we think about a topic.  

This is Part 1— the train engine. 
• Then we have to explain WHY we think it— that starts the 

middle Part 2. On each middle car that comes after the 
engine, we give DETAILS for WHY we believe or think it.

• It’s easy to know WHAT you think. It’s harder to come up with WHY details. To do this, 
you have to ask yourself: WHY do I want this? Why do I think this? WHY should I get this/

have this? WHY do I deserve this/earned this? Why do I need this? 

• Write/Draw each WHY-detail on its own WHY-paper. And to convince the reader to 
agree with us, we want to write as many WHY-details as we can think of!

• This is how all persuasive writing works— it’s organized as WHAT & WHY. 

We do I do again; 
you help me.

(You do; 
I help.)

S T E P  2  

I N S T R U C T

Writers, today we learned that all persuasive writing follows the WHAT and 

WHY organization. You BEGIN with what you think about the topic— that’s 

your OPINION.  Then you write WHY you think it with details— in the MIDDLE.

I want to do this again, but this time 

I want your help. Introduce the 
opinion: McDonald’s is the best. 

Guide students through a practice 
using many T&T opportunities.  

Today for Independent Writing Time, you will write out the WHAT & 

WHY for Cats make the best pets OR Dogs make the best pets. 
Reveal the same writing template used in the mini-lesson.

We don’t only write to share stories or teach 

information. Sometimes, we also write to 

SHARE OUR feelings, beliefs, or OPINIONS.  

We aren’t just TELLING them our opinion, we 

are trying to convince the reader to agree with 

us, to think like us.  (Shake hands mode icon) 

Writers, today ..... I am going to teach you how ALL 

persuasive writing is organized. This will improve the trait 

of organization whenever we write to share our opinions.

Let me show you how I do this. If I had 

to write a persuasive about the fast food 

restaurant I liked best, I could write that I 

like Taco Bell the best. That’s my opinion. 

(Reference anchor chart.)  And I have to 

start with the engine, the beginning. I have 

to start by telling the reader MY opinion on 

the topic. This is the WHAT.  So I’m going to 

write that �rst. Model how to draw, label, 
write “Taco Bell is best” on the template.

Reference the anchor chart again. 
So I know that I always have to start a 

persuasive piece with WHAT I think. I did 

that. Now I have to write the middle— WHY 

I think it. Reference the second page of 
the template.

I have to give DETAILS to my reader telling 

him why Taco Bell is the best. And to do 

that I have to think about WHY I like it? Why 

someone would think it’s best? Why it’s so 

yummy? And the secret to doing this is to 

picture it in my head.

So, I am picturing in my head... I’m standing 

in Taco Bell… I remember looking at the 

menu and seeing crunchy taco. That is 

a detail that makes Taco Bell so yummy. 

Model how to draw/label the crunchy 
taco with detail on the WHY-I-think-it 
paper. 

There are more things about Taco Bell that 

make it the best fast-food restaurant. Let 

me close my eyes and picture it again… 
Repeat process and come up with a 
second WHY-detail — sauces. 

I am going to come up with one more detail 

about Taco Bell being the best fast-food 

restaurant. I close my eyes and I think 

about when I am ready to leave Taco Bell. 

Repeat process for third detail— easy 
clean up (crumble up paper; trash). 

I organized my persuasive starting with my 

opinion and WHAT I think. Then I told you 

WHY I think it with many details. 

Use the anchor 
chart to remind 
students where they 
are in the WHAT & 
WHY structure. 

• nuggets
• fries
• apple slices
McDonald’s o�ers 
food kids actually like. 

• colorful box
• small portions
• free toy
Happy Meals are 
the perfect meal 
choice.

• get own drink
• drive-thru option
• short lines
McDonald’s is an  
e�cient and quick 
meal choice.
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OPINION

WHATOPINION
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OPINION

WHATDETAIL #1
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OPINION

WHATOPINION
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OPINION

WHATDETAIL #1
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OPINION

WHATDETAIL #2
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OPINION

WHATDETAIL #3

SAY WHAT | 5 MINUTES SHOW HOW | 5 MINUTES

INSTRUCTION: Explain & demonstrate the skill. 10 MINUTES

CLOSURE: Crystallize the skill. 1 MINUTESTEP 4

STEP 2

INTRODUCTION: (Re)Introduce the skill. 1 MINUTESTEP 1

5 MINUTESINTERACTION: Guide students through a focused experience.STEP 3

© 2023 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.   •   www.SmekensEducation.com

into You-do WRITING TIME to PRACTICE the new skill.

PLAN & deliver TIER 1 whole-class instruction

within a 15-MINUTE, 4-STEP mini-lesson

that GRADUALLY RELEASES the I-do DIRECT instruction

I doI do. You watch & listen.

STEP 3 | 5 MINUTES 
INTERACTION

STEP 4 | 30 SECONDS
CLOSURE

STEP 1 | 30 SECONDS 

INTRODUCTION

STEP 2A | 5 MINUTES 
INSTRUCTION

STEP 2B | 5 MINUTES 
DEMONSTRATION

I do againI do again. You help a little.

(You doYou do. I help a lot.)

SECRET SITE 
RESOURCES
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STEP 2A  |  TELL THE CHILDREN  |  5 MINUTES STEP 2B  |  SHOW THE CHILDREN  |  5 MINUTES

Organizational Structure | WHAT & WHY 2-5

S T E P  1  

I N T R O D U C E

S T E P  3 

I N T E R AC T

S T E P  4  

C LO S E

I do; You watch & listen.

WHAT the skill is | There 
are 2 parts to all persuasive 
writing— WHAT & WHY. You always put 
WHAT you think/believe about a topic (point 
to WHAT on anchor chart) in the beginning 
of your persuasive writing. And then part 2 
is in the middle; it’s WHY you think/believe it 
(point to WHY cars on anchor chart). This is 
how you always organize persuasive writing. 

WHY this skill is important | Writers can 
THINK/BELIEVE anything they want (Part 
1). BUT, if we want to convince someone to 
agree, we also have to write Part 2 to explain 
WHY we think/believe it. This is how all 
persuasive writing works— it’s organized as 
WHAT & WHY.

HOW this skill works  
When you write a 
persuasive, the �rst thing 
you write is WHAT you 
think/believe about a big 
topic or question. Show 
the WHAT organizer/
template.

We know that we write to share stories & teach 

information to our readers. But we can also SHARE 

OUR feelings, beliefs, or OPINIONS with the reader.  

We do I do again; 
you help me.

(You do; 
I help.)

S T E P  2  

I N S T R U C T

Writers, today we learned that all persuasive writing follows the WHAT-and- 

WHY organization. You BEGIN with what you think about the topic— that’s 

your OPINION.  Then you write a REASON in the middle- why you think it. 

Let me show you how I do this. If I had 

to write a persuasive about the type 

of recess I liked best, I could write that 

I like indoor recess the best. That’s my 

opinion. (Reference anchor chart.)  So, 

the engine is the beginning, where I 

tell the reader MY opinion on the topic. 

Model how to write “Indoor recess is 
best” on chart paper.

Reference the anchor chart again. 
So I know that I always have to start a 

persuasive piece with WHAT I think. I did 

that. Now I have to write the middle— 

WHY I think it. Point to the white space 
below the �rst sentence.

I remember this is the hard part— 

coming up with a reason to convince 

my reader why indoor recess is the best. 

And to do that, I have to do 3 steps: 1. 

LIST details, 2. GROUP them together, 3. 

LABEL them by reasons. 

OK, to help me make the list of good 

things about indoor recess, I am 

picturing in my head... back when I was 

a kid in (1st) grade…I remember we 

• Part 1 is the train engine. This is where you write 
your opinion. Tell the reader something is good 

or bad, right or wrong, (favorite) like or dislike, 

best or worst, etc. Point to this on the template.
• Then, in Part 2, we have to explain WHY we 

think it— that starts the middle. On each 
middle car that comes after the engine, we 
have to give a REASON for WHY we believe or 
think it.  (Point to this on the template.)

• It’s easy to know WHAT you think. It’s harder to 
come up with reasons WHY. To do this, writers 
follow 3 steps. 

1. Make a LIST of all the details that you think 
of. (CAUTION: Don’t call these reasons.) Ask 
yourself: WHY do I want this? Why do I think this? 

WHY should I get this/have this? WHY do I deserve 

this/earned this? Why do I need this? 

2. GROUP related details together. These go 

together. This are the same type. 

3. Think about how the details go together. These 

go together because… These are all types of… 

LABEL this group by its category or name. The 
label is the reason— and the little details in the 
group support it.  
 
(Depending on the grade level, start with one reason. 
Teach how to generate multiple reasons for the same 
opinion in a future lesson.)

We can try to convince the reader 

to agree with us, to think like us.  

(Shake hands mode icon) 

Writers, today ..... I am going to teach you how ALL 

persuasive writing is organized. This will improve the trait 

of organization whenever we write to share our opinions.

Today for Independent Writing Time, you will write out the WHAT & 

WHY for Cats make the best pets OR Dogs make the best pets. 
Reveal the same writing template used in the mini-lesson.

I want to do this again, but this time 

I want your help. Introduce the 
opinion: Outdoor recess is the best. 

Guide students through a practice 
using many T&T opportunities.  

Use the anchor 
chart to remind 
students where they 
are in the WHAT & 
WHY structure. 

1. LIST: basketball, soccer, 
swings, slide, kickball, 
football, parallel bars

Repeat process using same LIST, but identify a new GROUP, & LABEL it with a WHY-reason.

2. GROUP: 
basketball, soccer, 
kickball, football

3. LABEL with a reason: 
There are a variety of 
ball games to play.

were able to play with Legos. The 

person in charge let us do what we 

wanted, we played cup stacking, we 

got out the arts & crafts items, we 

could go to the restroom without 

permission, sometimes we could go 

to other classrooms. All of those are 

little details about indoor recess. 

I did Step 1: LIST details about indoor 

recess. Now I have to put a few 

together in a GROUP— that’s Step 

2. Well, I see “Legos”... and “arts & 

crafts,” and I’m thinking those were 

not things we played with normally. 

I also see “cup stacking” and think 

we weren’t allowed to play with that 

typically. These 3 activities are all 

things that we didn’t normally get 

to do during learning time. That’s 

a reason WHY I liked indoor recess: 

We played with stu� we didn’t use 

all the time.  Model restating the 
reason and writing it in a sentence: 
We get to play with things we 

don’t normally use when learning. 

3
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STEP 2A  |  TELL THE CHILDREN  |  5 MINUTES STEP 2B  |  SHOW THE CHILDREN  |  5 MINUTES

“Choose” the strongest side | CLAIM 6-12
S T E P  1  

I N T R O D U C E

S T E P  3 

I N T E R AC T

S T E P  4  

C LO S E

I do; You watch & listen.
WHY this skill is important | When 
writing an argumentative piece, there 
are di�erent sides to the issue. However, a written argument is NOT a re�ection of a writer’s personal beliefs or morals. It’s based on choosing the STRONGEST SIDE even if you don’t agree with it personally. Remember that the writing purpose is to persuade the reader that YOU are right whatever you are arguing for. We want to WIN the argument; woo the reader to nod his head and agree with us. (Show mode icon.) This is like a defense 

attorney they don’t agree with 
their client, but they still have 
to defend them. Writers do not 
have to personally agree with 
the side they are arguing. 
WHAT the skill is | Since we are wanting to WIN, we need to identify the strongest side— the side with the best reasons and most powerful evidence. This requires 
doing a little research even before 
choosing a side. If we don’t do this, then we risk picking the WEAKER side that we will struggle to prove. 

When writing an argument, the writer presents an opinion about a debatable issue or topic. He aligns with one side, arguing that we SHOULD or should 

We do I do again; 
you help me.

(You do; 
I help.)

S T E P  2  

I N S T R U C T

If I were arguing whether children 
under 16 should or should NOT be 
banned from social media, I can’t just 
start writing. I need to execute the 4 
steps to align with the strongest side. 
(Reference anchor chart.)  
Step 1: I have to label the two sides— 
Yes ban (Red hat column) or No ban 
(Blue hat column). Pro (Red) or Con  
(Blue). Should ban (Red) or Should 
NOT ban (Blue). 

(Reference the anchor chart to 
identify Step 2.) I did a little reading 
and research on the two sides. Reveal 
what you found for NOT banning 
social media (Put on blue hat.) 
Then, Think Aloud about how you 
personally think banning is wrong. 
(Pick up the Red hat.) Struggle with 
having to collect info for this side 
(Put on Red hat), but do it because 
that’s what writers do. Reveal the list 
of info collected. 
 

 

 

(Reference anchor chart.) Step 3: 
Now that I’ve collected info for the two 
sides, I have to study the list of facts.

• Well, let me count how many facts 
are listed for each side. (Write it 
down) The same number!

• Now I need to reread the individual 
details to see how much repeated 
information I collected and if any 
of the details are more powerful. 
Think Aloud while executing this 
process.

As you begin to focus in on one 
side being stronger than the other, 
announce it’s time for Step 4. Now I 
need to make a decision about which 
side is most winnable. And that’s to 
BAN social media until kids are 16 
years old.

But I personally, Mrs. Harris, don’t 
agree with this. (Hat on/o� to show 
that you, with no hat can believe 
what you want. But, as a writer, you 
should argue for the strongest side. 
Put hat on.)

NOT do something. Something is RIGHT or WRONG, pro or con, good or bad. Writers, today I am going to 
teach you how to align, or choose the strongest side on an issue when preparing to write an argument. 
This skill impacts the topic and therefore we are focusing on the trait of ideas within this lesson.  

I want to do this again, but this time I want your help. Introduce the debatable topic: Students should or should NOT be able to have cell phones in class. First, take a vote on their PERSONAL opinion. Then, guide students through T&T opportunities using the 4 steps on the anchor chart.

Instead of automatically picking a side, writers consider all the perspectives while executing 4 steps. HOW this skill works:
1. NAME the sides for the debatable 
topic. Label these at the top of the 
T-Chart. (Represent these di�ering 
perspectives with the red & blue hats. 
Explain that the “hat” sits on top of the 
head of people who think di�erently.)
2. LIST facts, details, and info that support ONE side or position. Add key phrases from sources to one column (green details). Repeat for the opposing side in another column. (Add green “details” to the anchor chart.)  Sometimes it’s hard to research with an open mind  when you personally disagree. Remember, you are thinking like a person who agrees with that side— this isn’t YOUR personal opinion.  (Demonstrate how you can take OFF the hat.)

3. STUDY the lists. Reread all the details collected for EACH perspective. Count how MANY details are on each side. Consider if the side has lots of DIFFERENT details. Weigh the POWER of the details. 
4. Choose the strongest side based on Step 3. (Take the gold star and add to this column.) This is the side the writer SHOULD write in favor of because the research deems it to be the most winnable.

Writers, today we learned that in argumentative writing, a writer should not choose a  side based on his personal feelings. Instead, he should 

determine the strongest side based on details and evidence. Today for Independent Writing Time, you will work with a partner to execute the same 4 

steps for  SIDE 1) Should genetic engineering be used? and SIDE 2) What is the best pet— cats or dogs? Now it’s your turn! 

1. Identify the two sides for the T chart columns.2. List Reveal facts collected for one side. Reveal the facts for the other. (Relate this to the side they personally voted for.)3.Study the lists. Have students count up the number of details, number of bullets for each side. Reread and consider repeats and power of each.4. Choose which side is the strongest.



Section 8: Teaching Ideas
Mini-Lesson #3 — Align with the strongest positio

PERSPECTIVE A PERSPECTIVE B


