


DIRECTIONS:

1. Cut out the mask above.

2. Tape one side of the mask to a long, 

sturdy object, like a pencil, straw, ruler, 

or wooden spoon. 

3. When you lift the mask to your face, 

gently hold the unattached side with 

your extra hand. 

Make your own Information-Thief Mask
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Why the U.S. census tries to count everyone

https://newsela.com/read/why-census-counts-everyone/id/2001007238/?search_

id=871fb904-0cde-42cb-bdfb-b2cf61f927ae — LEXILE MAX

Image 1. The U.S. Census logo on paper gotten in the mail with an in-

vitation to �ll out census information online on March 19, 2020, in San 

Anselmo, California. Photo Illustration: Justin Sullivan/Getty Images 

Image 2. Advertising that the U.S. Census Bureau used to encourage 

people to participate in the 2020 Census is displayed on January 14, 

2020, in Washington, D.C. Photo: Michael A. McCoy/AP Photo

EXAMPLE FROM THE LESSON

© Smekens Education Solutions, Inc  • www.SmekensEducation.com

https://newsela.com/read/why-census-counts-everyone/id/2001007238/?search_id=871fb904-0cde-42cb-bdfb-b2cf61f927ae
https://newsela.com/read/why-census-counts-everyone/id/2001007238/?search_id=871fb904-0cde-42cb-bdfb-b2cf61f927ae


Immune System

Protecting Against A Virus

Vaccines Make People Resistant To Disease

Coronavirus

Vaccines are like giving your body’s defenses a cheat sheet
Image 1. A girl 

gets a bandage 

on the spot 

where she just 

received a �u 

vaccine. Photo: 

Center for Dis-

ease Prevention 

and Control on 

Unsplash 

Image 2. Susan Nasif, an expert on viruses and an artist, helps educate 

kids about vaccines with comics. In this one, she tells a story about 

poliovirus, which paralyzed thousands of people before a vaccine was 

developed. Polio cases nearly disappeared until some people avoided 

the vaccine. Image: Susan Nasif

https://newsela.com/read/vaccine-explainer/id/2001005755/?search_

id=61a4a407-e342-4741-8ebf-8684f36b9fc9 — LEXILE 840

EXAMPLE FROM THE LESSON
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